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The jury panel noted many current
trends, such as environmental
sustainability, user interface and
the integration of smart technology,
developing in bicycle manufacturing and
design.

The competition reflected the growing
popularity of e-bikes, which have
become lighter and better for longer
rides. Meanwhile, products integrated
with “Internet of Things” technology
to monitor cycling routes, pedaling
force and even control safety systems
guarantee safe and comfortable riding for
cyclists of all types.

Linka founder Mohamed Mohamed,
who came from the auto industry, is
enthusiastic about the possibilities of the
company’s lock design.

“It doesn't require a physical key, it

- EZCECE.. oo ‘o’

has a tamper siren, and it works great
for sharing a bike among friends or on a
bigger scale,” he said.

The winning products can be seen at
a special pavilion at the Main Lobby of
Nangang Exhibition Hall.

Here are the products that won Gold
Awards, with the companies or designers
that developed them and the jury’s
comments:

€ f, “SpeedXis clearly pushing road
bike design into new territories. The
integration of computers and components
has been done beautifully.

f T, “A smart design
with great CNC production quality. The
minimalist design gives the product a
modern and clean appearance. Why
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hasn't this been done before?”

. . t R “This
is a simple, affordable tool that can

save both time and frustration when
re-cabling bikes with internally routed
cables. This is a smart idea, which solves
problems and is done in a clever way.”

T1" %o ” “Tailfin solves
the carbon fiber road bike commuters’
challenge with a lightweight,
aerodynamic design, near perfection in
function and construction, and, most
important, good looks.”

S€ & €1 S, “The
battery is perfectly fitted into the frame,
which is a very nice integration solution.”

o« EEf ‘272Gt
Sixty 900-E looks good and rides even
better. One of the most aesthetically
pleasing electric mountain bikes on the
market.”

" “The eOne-

.  “‘Lapierre Overvolt AM Carbon
has a very nice shape and modern look
overall ... this product pushes electric
mountain bike design in a whole new
direction.”

o, “The Linka introduces
new security features and added
convenience to bicycle protection. Its
smooth curves and simple design are very
different from traditional bike locks.”
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Demo Day is great for me because

| can try bikes. | couldn’t do that
inside when | was here six years ago.
| tried some e-bikes because things
are changing around Bilbao. People
are just starting to use bicycles for
transport. We have bike sharing, and
there’s even a project to have bike
sharing with e-bikes, because Bilbao
is a hilly town. Otherwise, people
take bikes only to go downhill and
they have to be brought back up in
avan.

It's been great. We tried five or six
bikes. My favorites are fat bikes. Once
you've tried them, you can't really
look at normal bikes. They’re quite a
new thing in Australia; there aren’t
that many fat bikes in the market
yet. My friend here sells electric fat
bikes at the Electric Bike WA shop

in Perth. My shop sells electric bikes
and components. We're far behind
the Netherlands and other European
countries for electric bikes.

. € oo

This is really cool. | tried the fat
moped and we have two guys here
who tried the folding tandem. They
had a blast. We're actually specialized
in unicycles. We are 18 years old and
are active in 13 countries. But | like
bicycles as well. | have 15 unicycles,
eight bicycles — and no car.

It's very nice, but unfortunately we
only learned about Demo Day when
we saw the flyer. It should have
been shouted out much more. We're
a big bicycle distribution company
from Turkey. We distribute about 40
brands. Had | known about this, |
would have brought my helmet and
shoes.

We're discovering plenty of new
trends — perhaps not so new, but
new for us. We're from Brazil [and]
there are many manufacturers we
don’t know. We customize bikes, and
now we're starting to sell bikes from
other brands. That’s why we’re here
— we’re trying to see what we could
import into Brazil. We're looking for
speed and fixed-gear bikes — urban
bikes.

Demo days are good because you get
to try everything. You get a different
perspective. | tried a few e-bikes.

| come from New Zealand, [and]
they’re just starting to show up there.
It's interesting for me because | study
cycling performance and mountain
biking at Massey University.

1 What's on today,

All events are at the Nangang
Exhibition Hall unless otherwise
noted.

GENERAL SHOW INFORMATION

Taipei Cycle Show
Hours: 9a.m. -6 p.m.

Venues: Nangang Exhibition Hall and
Taipei World Trade Center (TWTC)
Hall 1, 2nd Floor. Held in associa-
tion with the Taipei International
Sporting Goods Show (TaiSPO) at
the TWTC.

ALL DAY

30th Anniversary Gallery &
Gift Shop

Organizer: TAITRA
4F/N0514

TestIT Track

E-bike test rides

Organizers: TAITRA; ExtraEnergy
4F

(DVW &DUJR 5DPS¢

Today’s Events

10-11 a.m.

Opening Ceremony
Organizer: TAITRA
4F/Conference Room 401

11a.m.-12:30 p.m.

21st IBDC Awards Ceremony
Organizer: DolT of MOEA; TAITRA,
CHC; TBEA

4F/Conference Room 401

3-4pm.

Public WFSGI Information Meeting
Updates on road disc brakes, frame
design restrictions and

weight limits.

4F/Conference Room 401

Thursday, March 23

9:30a.m. —4:10 p.m.

Bike to the Future
International Industry Forum
Organizer: TAITRA
4F/Conference Room 401

Friday, March 24

Public Day at Taipei Cycle

9:30 a.m. — 12 noon

Marketing Forum

(In Chinese only)

Organizers: TAITRA; Cyclingtime
4F/Conference Room 401

Saturday, March 25

Public Day at Taipei Cycle

2-3p.m.

Post-show Press Conference
Organizer: TAITRA
4F/Briefing Room 405

Sunday, March 26

9:15 a.m. start time
Tour de Taipei — Taipei Stage
Taipei City Hall

Public Day at Taipei Cycle
Hours: 9a.m. -3 p.m.

2017 Free Shuttle
Bus Schedule

TWTC Exhibition Hall 1 to/from
Nangang Exhibition Hall (round-trip)

March 22-24 ... 8 a.m. t0 6:30 p.m.
March 25 ... 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Buses leave every 15 minutes

Free Hotel Shuttles from Nangang
Exhibition Hall

March 22-24: Buses depart Nangang
at 5:45, 6, 6:15 and 6:30 p.m.

March 25 : Buses depart Nangang at
2:45, 3:15 and 3:30 p.m.

Route A: *DOOHU\ +RWHO¢ ¢&LW\
+RWHO *UDQG 9LFWRULD¢ &D
Hotel Da Zhi

Route B: Courtyard Marriott

MRT Nangang Station / Hotel

eFODW¢ 6KDQJUL /D V )DU (DV
30D]D¢ +RZDUG 30D]D 057
=KRQJ[LDR )X[LQJ 6WDWLRQ ¢ ¢
+RWHO¢ ¢OLUDPDU *DUGHQ

Route C: Taipei Fullerton (Nan Jing

(DVW ¢ ¢6XQZRUOG "\QDVW\¢ ¢)
+RWHOV¢ ¢(YHUJUHHQ /DXUHO
City Suites Nanxi (MRT Zhongshan

Station)

Route D: City Suites

1DQGRQJ¢ ¢$SPEDVVDGRU +RWH
Imperial Hotel (MRT Zhongshan
(OHPHQWDU\ 6FKRRO 6WDWLRQ
Hotel

Route E: Caesar Park (MRT Taipei

0DLQ 6WDWLRQ &RVPRV +RWH
GH &KLQH ¢5R\DO 6HDVRQV +R
Taipei Garden Hotel

Hosting an event at your booth?
Email us at TaipeiShowDaily@gmail.
com before 2 p.m. today and we'll
include it in tomorrow’s Taipei Show
Daily.
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Organizers said 762 trade visitors and
100 members of the public attended the
demo, not counting exhibitors.

“It was above our expectations,” said
Jasmine Wu of TAITRA's Exhibition
Department. “We were thinking we
might have 1,000 altogether, including
exhibitors, so 762 is better than we were
thinking.”

The weather wasn't ideal, but visitors
tested battery- and human-powered road
and mountain bikes on a 1km, grassy
mountain bike course and a 1.5km road
route along a smooth path. The demo site
was about 30 minutes from the Nangang
Exhibition Center.

Though this inaugural demo had a
small footprint, feedback was generally
positive from exhibitors and testers, many
of whom appreciated an opportunity to
spend a casual day outdoors before the
four-day indoor show kicks off.

After a slow start, the pace picked up
slightly by mid-day. The grounds had
a festival feel with a DJ blasting dance
music out of speakers perched on a Red
Bull truck. There was a 40-minute wait
for burgers at one of the three on-site
food trucks.

Kris Holm and Roger Davies — both
famous for their exploits on unicycles —
were all smiles as they finished a lap on
the road course on two-wheeled triathlon

bikes.

“It's nice not having to do it outside
the trade show hall like they used to. It's
more of a trip to get here, but to actually
have a place to ride is better,” Holm said.

Exhibitors included Magura, Full
Speed Ahead and Kind Shock, as well
as many smaller brands that might not
otherwise catch the eyes of show-goers
distracted by bigger-name companies.

None of the big Taiwanese bike brands
attended, however, largely because show
organizers decided to host the demo only
last October, Wu said.

“When we decided we were going to
do this it was a little bit late so a lot of
the brands had their plans already,” Wu
said. She noted that Giant and Merida
had their distributor meetings the day
before the show so they didn’t have the
manpower to staff the demo.

Future years may be different, Wu
added. Company officials told TAITRA,
“‘If we would have known it would turn
out like this, we should have joined,””
she said.

The brands that were there said they
were pleased. Magura Asia moved its
technical training meeting for retailers,
which usually takes place the day before
the show in a hotel meeting room, to the
demo site.

“It will be a perfect menu for us

satri

\ \Pe

because our dealers, and our Asian
distributors who come here for training,
not only get educated on the latest
products and how to service them, but
can also ride the latest products on the
designated trails,” said Jimmy Hung,
manager of the sales department for
Magura Asia.

Some of the day’s biggest buzz was
at Coast Cycles, where testers waited to
zip around the park on 1970s, Briggs &
Stratton minibike-inspired urban cruisers
created by a group of industrial designers

TAIPE CYGLE 7

from Singapore.

“This is the first time we got a booth
in Taipei Show. Last year we won the d&i
Awards, the Red Dot Design Award and iF
for all these bikes, so this year they gave
us a booth,” said Jansen Tan, founder of
Coast Cycles. “It's good to have Taipei's
own version of Demo Day for people to
try the bikes.”

Taipei Cycle promoted Demo Day by
sending invitations to 900 bike shops in
and around Taipei. Q f

JOo112

satoribike.com
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“I believe that together we will make
the cycling industry loud and proud,” Yeh
said Tuesday at the traditional pre-show
press conference.

Taipei Cycle is launching several new
initiatives at this year’s anniversary show,
including its first all-day International
“Bike to the Future” Forum, which will
take place on Thursday.

Taipei Cycle, which runs from
Wednesday through Sunday at the
Nangang Exhibition Center and at the
TWTC, is once again sold out.

This year’s show features 1,115
exhibitors spread over 3,340 booths.
Among the country pavilions
representing exhibitors from the
European Union, France and Japan is a
first-time Italian pavilion (See related
story, page 12).

Many exhibitors and buyers have been
regular visitors to Taipei Cycle over the
years, he said. Some 400 buyers have
attended the show every year for the past
five years.

Yeh also presented certificates
of appreciation and gratitude to
representatives from the 43 exhibitors
that have attended Taipei Cycle for all of

= H
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the past 30 years.

“Whether it is 30 times or the
first-time exhibitor or any number in
between, it is this support that allows
Taipei Cycle to continue to grow,” he said.

He noted that Taiwan continues to be
a leading exporter of bikes. It is among
the top three sources of bike imports
in 73 countries and the No. 1 source of
imported bikes in 15 of those countries.

In Norway, he said, bikes from Taiwan
account for more than 41 percent of
imports.

Ralph Wiegmann, CEO of iF, which
oversees the annual d&i design awards,
noted that Norway, which this week
was reported to be the world’s happiest
country, is also a significant importer of
bikes made in Taiwan.

Wiegmann also said that even though
the cycling industry has gone though a
difficult year, it's still a good industry to
be in.

“Last year and the forecast for this
year in your industry are not the best,”
he said. “As we are involved in many
industries, | would nevertheless like to
point out that the general forecast for the
bike industry is much, much better than

Smart

Direct Drive Electronic Trainer

Introducing JetBlack's first electronic smart
trainer. The JetBlack WhisperDrive Smart.

A fully self-generating dual technology electronic trainer,

the WhisperDrive Smart, supports ANT=+

cEr

FEC:-and Bluetooth

amart. Delivering spead, cadence, power and features ERG

mode, simulation {ride the world) and abilities to connadt

to your favorite 3rd party training platfarms. Along with the

¥ Blueetoath

abifity to recharge your device while you train

The WhisperDrve™ Smart will help you connact to all your social

for

indoor riding motivatars, when paired with the JetBlack App the
machine comes alive and becomes the perfect Training toal,

Designed and engineered with the help of alite athletes and

coaches who use indo

i trainers all year roend, the response from =

these athletes and coaches "finally, a trainer for the trainers.”

Take your training to the next level with the WhisperDrive™ Smart

direct dive glectromc trainer

o £-o

for many other industries.”

Wiegmann said the industry has
become almost too successful in one
regard — the overall quality of bikes,
he said, “has been absolutely stunning,”
which means they are more likely to be
stolen.

He said the industry needs to develop

&
&F
4
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a Trainer
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better, integrated locking systems, and
called on cities to improve parking for
bicycles.

“| could imagine it would support the
bike industry if we had better parking
systems, better bike-friendly roads and
[less] safety-related issues on our streets,”
he said. Q

Vist us at
Booth L 1303
\fora TEST RIDE.
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Called Arofly, it is making its
debut at Taipei Cycle. Produced by
the %o€ “ , BEIRIEES the 109
(0.3-ounce) Arofly simply screws onto
one of the bike’s tire valves. It fits

Schrader and, with an adapter, Presta
valves. The company says Arofly is
compatible with 90 percent of bikes on
the market.

“It is a smart power meter,” said
Curtis Wu, the responsible manager
at TBS.

Arofly, winner of a 2017 Red Dot
product design award, is based on the
pitot tube design of an F-117 fighter
jet. Pitot tubes are used on aircraft to
measure airspeed.

“It all is based on aeronautic
technology,” Wu said.

It measures the tiny changes in

~ - é
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The Kawasaki K-power e-bike
line should come to market this
summer. Spearheading developing
ofthelineis S , FEMQE a
brand owned by the Accell Group,
along with logistics partner Asia
Kingston of Hong Kong.

“Kawasaki is involved in the
selection of models while the
development and manufacture is
handled by Protanium,” said Brian
Hoehl, director of Protanium.
Diavelo is a sub-brand of
Protanium.

Hoehl continued, “Asia Kingston
is the company that processes
the orders and handle logistics.
Protanium has a long relationship
with Asia Kingston in the OEM
and licensing areas of e-bikes.”

The line-up, consisting entirely
of electric models, includes hardtail
and full-suspension e-mountain
bikes along with trekking, fat,
folding and speed pedelec models.

The Kawasaki line will spec
Brose mid-drive systems as well
as mid-drives and hub drives from
Bafang. Providing the juice will
be frame-enclosed Panasonic 36V
batteries.

Hoehl said Protanium is working

! 0o ™M
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tire pressure that occur when a cyclist
applies power to the pedals, and then
applies sophisticated calculations to
convert the measurements into the
cyclist’s power output.

The housing is water- and
dust-proof, and a CR 1632 battery
mounted in the knob lasts for about
60 hours, according to TBS. The knob
also houses a low-energy Bluetooth
module and wireless antenna.

Everything fits within a housing
that is 2cm (0.8 inches) in diameter
and rises 2cm above the valve
connector.

The Arofly works with a
smartphone app that displays power
output along with cadence, speed,
distance and altitude change. The app
stores up to 460 hours of riding data.

Because the app can be updated as
needed, cyclists can always have the
latest version.

“We are thinking of developing
an iCloud platform for Arofly users
to analyze their rides at any time if
desired,” Wu said.

The Arofly retail package includes
a universal smartphone holder.

The TBS Group is a Taiwan
sporting goods manufacturer that
makes a range of products, from
pool and snooker tables and cues to
inflatable pools to baseball gloves.

The Arofly is on display at the TBS
Group’s booth at TaiSPO. Q«

° €l .€

to finalize its initial distribution
plans, which could include both bike
and powersports retailers.

“We have had requests
for distribution from almost
everywhere, though Germany, Spain
and ltaly look especially promising
at the minute,” he said. “We have
not finalized all territories, though,
as we are making the selection over
the next month.”

Protanium is a pioneering e-bike
company that Hoehl and fellow
Dane Lars Munskoe founded in
2006. Accell bought the company
in 2008, and Munskoe is no longer
involved. QS§
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“Trade shows reflect their industries.
Looking back over 30 years of history,
Taipei Cycle has grown alongside the
cycling industry,” said Walter Yeh, CEO of
the Taiwan External Trade Development
Council, or TAITRA, which organizes the
show.

TAITRA will commemorate Taipei
Cycle’s history at a specialoeZ
NEEEE, featuring photos and memorabilia
from the past. In recent years the show
has hosted Taiwan presidents and
international cycling heroes along with
Asian film stars and directors.

At the pavilion, Taipei Cycle is selling
souvenir 30th Anniversary travel kits,
with towels, a neck pillow and other
items related to travel and cycling.
Proceeds will go to a worthy cause, the
show’s Jasmine Wu said.

Taipei Cycle is presenting its first
English-language international forum,
“Bike to the Future,” on Thursday, March
23, focusing on urban cycling, e-bikes,
marketing and design.

Taipei Cycle grew out of its sister
show, TaiSPO (the Taipei International
Sporting Goods Show). With TaiSPO
experiencing robust growth, TAITRA
sensed an auspicious opportunity to give
the cycling segment its own show. Taipei

wSeEE o o -
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Cycle launched as a stand-alone show in
1988 — and the rest is history.

Hand in hand with the Taiwanese
cycling industry, Taipei Cycle has soared,
cementing the nation’s status as the
“Cycling Kingdom.” By its 10th show in
1997, Taipei Cycle hosted 533 exhibitors
with 1,539 booths.

By the time Taipei Cycle celebrated
its 20th anniversary in 2007, it had

become Asia’s top bicycle trade show. The

number of exhibitors had zoomed to 694,
filling 2,299 booths, while the number

of overseas buyers jumped 11 percent to
3,900.

TAITRA co-organizes Taipei Cycle
with the Taiwan Bicycle Association, the
industry’s trade association.

Today, Taipei Cycle is the world’s
second-largest trade show devoted to
the bicycle industry. Organizers expect
to eke out another record-setting year
in 2017, even though the show has been
fully booked for years. Wu said this year’s
show features 1,115 exhibitors with 3,340
booths, a slight increase over 2016.

In 2016, Taipei Cycle drew more than
8,000 overseas buyers, along with more
than 31,000 domestic buyers and 2,000
members of the public.

Wu said the top five countries
for international visitors, based on

TarPei iz
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pre-registrations, are the United States,
Japan, the United Kingdom, Germany
and Korea.

“Because it's the 30th year, of course,
we are expecting more visitors to come
and visit the show,” Wu said.

The mission of Taipei Cycle has shifted
over the years. Today, it is a platform
for showcase products for every link
in the bicycle supply chain, including
accessories — from everyday products to

those that are truly innovative, and from
entry-level gear to premium equipment.

To reflect its current focus, the show
has adopted a new slogan for 2017: “A
New Worldview on Cycling.” It is also
using a new red and orange visual
identity that is intended to signify the
“passion and vitality” of the Taiwan
industry.

TaiSPO, meanwhile, is still going
strong as it approaches its 50th

2017 Taipei Cycle Show Booth: JO517

B311

BODY : Plastic black
SPINDLE : Cr-Mo
BEARING : DU / Sealed
SIZE : 108 x 108 x21 mm
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anniversary. The sporting goods

show runs concurrently with Taipei
Cycle from March 22-25 at the TWTC
Exhibition Halls 1 and 3. (Taipei Cycle
visitors can use their badges for entry
to TaiSPO.) The two shows combined
are expected to draw more than 10,000
overseas visitors.

Taipei Cycle’s growth has
accompanied the rapid development of
the Taiwan bicycle industry. Although
2016 bike exports slipped from the
$1.89 billion posted in 2015, Taiwan
remains the world’s leading source of
mid- to high-end bikes, components and
accessories.

As it moves into its fourth decade,
Taipei Cycle continues to evolve. In
2018, the show will move to late October

and early November, reflecting a shift in

the global bike show schedule.
Construction of a second exhibition

hall at Nangang should be finished

in time for the 2018 show, providing

desperately needed room for expansion.

- < E<
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« “Bike to the Future” International
Industry Forum. An all-day English-
language forum on Thursday, March 23
features speakers from Taiwan, the U.S.,
the U.K., and Germany.

* The 30th Anniversary Gallery & Gift
Shop, looking back at Taipei Cycle’s
history.

PARTNER

OF THE GREATEST CHAMPIONS

* Theme pavilions from the European
Union, France, Japan and — new this
year — ltaly, with six Italian exhibitors
occupying 14 booths.

» The Taipei Cycle d&i Awards, in
conjunction with iF Design Asia,
honoring outstanding designs from the
international bicycle industry. This year’s
contest, the sixth, attracted 154 entries.
See page 8 for the list of gold winners.

» The International Bicycle Design
Competition, now in its 21st year,

direct
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unveils the top cycling concepts from
around the world at an award ceremony
today at 11 a.m.

* The first stage of the Tour de Taiwan,
while not officially part of Taipei Cycle,
is Sunday, March 26 at Taipei City Hall
— providing a treat for show visitors and
race enthusiasts who plan to spend an
extra day in Taiwan.

In short, this year’s Taipei Cycle
promises to be eventful — and a fitting
tribute to 30 years of history. Q
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We asked several e-MTB and
component makers for their views of the
Asian and Australasian markets. Most say
Australia and New Zealand are leading
the way. But in other parts of the region,
prices may have to come down and
cycling cultures change before e-MTBs
take off.

The current slump in overall bicycle
sales hides the fact that e-bike sales
are continuing to grow. And because
they carry higher average prices than
conventional bikes, growing e-bike sales
help moderate declines from decreasing
unit sales.

Because the e-MTB came out of
Europe, primarily from -
and>  [EIZIIERY, Taiwan brands have
been a bit behind the curve.

The lapse is especially notable in
motors. Mid-drive motors dominate the
market for high-end, full-suspension
eMTBs, but the only Taiwan
manufacturer currently active in the
mid-drive space is JD with its  ~Y
brand

Instead, the dominant mid-drive
manufacturers are the German
companies%. ~ [FIHE, %  and

R Japanese brands

7 ROYE and — < [ZOLKL ; and
the Chinese manufacturer %o

L1013

A growing e-mountain bike market
could help Taiwan. Taiwan specializes in
bikes for the mid- to high-end segments

while China serves the lower segment of
the market. E-MTBs, with their premium
prices, could give a boost to Taiwan
factories.

is starting to sell
entry-level e-MTBs in Asia.

“The prices for e-mountain bikes are
high compared to average income for
Asians,” said Eunice Chen of Merida’s
marketing division. “But with more
mature technology for design
and production the price
will drop. Then it will be a
big chance for this young
segment.”

“ 4F/MO82(IIS
launching its global e-MTB
range in Taipei, designed
for both Asian and Western
markets.

“In the long-run, we
see the Asian and Oceania
markets aspotential markets
for e-MTBs,” said Irene Chen,
senior manager at Giant. “We
believe e-MTBs will enlarge
the market size.”

Giant, Taiwan’s leading
bike manufacturer,
developed its own mid-drive
motor technology, SyncDrive
Pro, which uses hardware
from Yamaha and software
developed by Giant.

,’I\ VN

David Anker, director of international
salesfor...8 "~ €
EEYIER. said, “in Asia we have
to see the real demand for e-MTB
models.” (Taiwan'’s Ideal Bike Corp. is a
shareholder in ASI, best known for its
Fuji brand.)

Anker noted that Australia is ahead
of the Asian markets. “There is already
a small but real demand,” Anker said.

Wednesday, March 22, 2017

“This market normally follows the North
American market in such trends by about
12 months.”

Tomonori “Tom” Suenaga, general
manager of SRE
agrees that Australia and New Zealand
offer the best opportunities in Asia-
Pacific.

“We see similarities between the
Australian market and markets like the
United States and Europe. We are talking
about a community that is globally
influenced,” he said.

Suenaga said Australia and New
Zealand have a mountain bike culture
and have been longtime hosts of World
Cup races.

But in much of Asia, cycling is
traditionally a form of commuting and
not an athletic endeavor. In his home
country of Japan — which pioneered
pedal-assist e-bikes — Suenaga said,
consumers would choose a pavement bike
first before an off-road model.

Even in China, he said, “bicycles
are still considered as means of
transportation rather than lifestyle or
sports equipment.”

Suenaga said the development of an
e-MTB market in China will come from
its new upper-middle class and their
desire for outdoor activities.

SR Suntour remains one of the only
suppliers of premium e-bike motors that
does not offer any mid-drive system. In
Taipei it is showing an updated version of
its rear-drive motor.

"With this system we are focusing on
all-road solutions up to MTB hardtails,”
Suenaga said. He said that while the
majority of full-suspension e-MTBs will
rely on mid-drive motors, that still leaves
a lot of the market open to less expensive
alternatives. “There will be a growing
segment of bikes with rear wheel drive
units such as our HESC system,” he said.

At TranzX, product manager Nolan
Cheng is cautious about Asian acceptance
of e-mountain bikes.
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“We do believe e-MTBs are coming,
like e-city- and e-trekking bikes.
However, the approach is quite different
on usage and user groups,” he said.

Although TranzX is not showing an
e-MTB system in Taipei, Cheng said it
would gauge market demand for one
from discussions with business partners.

The European brands that pioneered
the electric mountain bike have differing
viewpoints of the potential in Asia-
Pacific.

KTM, from Austria, has limited access
for its e-MTB range in most countries in
the region with one exception:

“What we already have are first
serious orders out of Australia,” said
Stefan Limbrunner, head of sales and

marketing. “Currently we are
fully concentrating on our
capacities and e-MTB market
developments in Europe and
North America.”

Haibike, meanwhile, is bullish
on Asia. Susanne Puello, general
manager of Haibike’s parent
company, the Winora Group, says
Asia embraced e-mobility earlier
than North America or Europe,
so Haibike sees good prospects for
sales of its e-performance bikes.

Haibike offers a global range
and doesn't differentiate between
regions. Drive systems are also
the same in Asia as in Europe.

Haibike currently sees the
most opportunities in China,

South Korea and Taiwan.

For Bosch, Asia-Pacific means mostly
Pacific for now.

“So far, our existing business in the
Asia-Pacific region is Oceania only,”
said Fouad Bennini, head of Bosch
eBike Systems Asia-Pacific. “This is
based on cycling motivations, mindset,
infrastructure and, of course, a great
environment with famous MTB parks.”

In a boost for sales to the region,

Y60°
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Bennini said that Australia has adopted
European regulations governing
e-MTBs, so any e-MTBs sold in Europe
automatically qualify for sale there.

“We believe e-MTBs will play an
important role in Asia-Pacific; the
question here is when,” Bennini said.
“How we can achieve the market
breakthrough depends on many factors
which vary from country to country.”

Qi
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SRAM inherited the IGH business probably helps € « most,

with its 1997 purchase of venerable
German component maker Sachs.
Formerly known as Fichtel & Sachs, the
company made its first IGH in 1907 at its
factory in Schweinfurt, Germany, and
made cycling history with its Torpedo
freewheel hub. In recent years, SRAM
had relocated IGH production to Taiwan.

While the industry likes to fixate
on the newest, sexiest gruppos in the
peloton, internal gear hubs remain a
mainstay of the industry and are found
on millions of everyday bikes.

Only a few component makers
continue to produce IGH systems, with
Shimano and SunRace Sturmey-Archer
considered the market leaders along with
SRAM. The gearbox space, meanwhile,
is small but vibrant, with many newer
companies vying to come up with
technology that can break through to a
mainstream market.

We asked several IGH and gearbox
makers how SRAM’s departure from the
market may affect them. (Those without
booth numbers are not exhibiting at
Taipei Cycle, but are included to give a
fuller view of the market.)

In 2016, €-... discontinued
its T3, P5, S7, G8, I-Motion 9 and E-Matic
IGH systems. This spring it plans to end
production of its remaining systems:
Automatix, I-Motion 3 and Dual Drive,
including its Pulse systems.

According to Bicycle Retaileannual
sales of SRAM IGH systems had fallen
from about 2 million units in 1997 to less
than 100,000 in recent years.

Where will this business go? It

because Shimano, like SRAM, has a wide
range of IGH products that spans the
market.

“The IGH market contributes
significantly to our turnover,” said Ben
Hillsdon, PR officer for Shimano Europe,
who added that the company doesn't
disclose the percentage of IGH sales for its
bike business. “They have an important
position in our product development and
manufacturing processes.”

Shimano’s Alfine and Nexus systems
are widely used for urban and utility
cycling and for e-bikes, Hillsdon
said, noting that both “are widely
acknowledged as popular and growing
market segments.”

In February, Shimano updated its IGH
lineup, with revised 11-speed Alfine hubs
for disc brakes, 7-speed Nexus hubs for
coaster and disc brakes, and an updated
Nexus Revoshift shifter.

Hillsdon said Shimano improved
the internal structure of the Nexus and
Alfine hubs for better gear engagement
and smoother shifting on e-bikes and
conventional bikes.

€€ (E.." [ 1F/0128
which also makes a range of entry- and
mid-level IGH systems, declined to
comment on SRAM but reconfirmed its
commitment to the market.

“We do not know what all market
changes will bring but are confident that
we will continue to succeed if we offer
good products at good prices with good
delivery times,” said Alan Clarke, general
manager of the company’s European
subsidiary.

The growth of bike share systems,

along with e-bikes, is helping Sturmey-
Archer’s IGH business.

“Public bike rental systems are
booming worldwide. We can offer them
suitable, higher standard IGH products,”
Clarke said. He said many bike share
operators can afford better systems —
typically 3- or 5-gear hubs — because
they often receive government subsidies.

Sturmey-Archer also sees a future
integrating IGH products with e-bike
systems. This season, the Accell Group
is introducing a rear hub motor that
incorporates a 5-speed Sturmey-Archer
IGH. The system will appear on the
Sparta R5e city bike.

“We will never become an e-motor
producer, but we can supply the right
IGH products” for such systems, Clarke
said. He said these combo systems
are inexpensive enough to spec on
moderately priced e-bikes. The R5e, for

example, will retail for around 2,000
($2,115).
fe” ° expects only

a limited impact from SRAM'’s departure.
NuVinci created a continuously variable
transmission in a hub that progresses
smoothly within a range of gear ratios,
instead of shifting in discreet steps like
most gear-based systems. The NuVinci
hubs have been especially popular on
e-bikes.

“SRAM’s and our products have
been very different and were in no clear
competition with each other,” said Rich
Hilgart, NuVinci’s technical product
manager.

Although NuVinci’s hubs have
typically been sold at higher price points
than many of SRAM’s IGH products,
Hilgart said NuVinci can compete in a
wider section of the market.

“We believe with the unrivalled
experience that we can offer our riders —
also on lower cost, non e-bikes — we will

ft
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have the opportunity to play a role in the
mid-level IGH market,” he said.

Rohloff, perhaps the best-known
brand of premium IGH systems, says it
is insulated from the mass IGH market
because it produces limited amounts
of high-end, high-priced systems. Its
14-speed Speedhub 500/14 is considered
a benchmark for IGH systems.

“We fish elsewhere,” CEO Barbara
Rohloff said. “SRAM'’s decision will have
no effect on our business. We are also not
affected by any market changes and price
erosions.”

Rohloff said the company, which
makes all of its hubs in Germany, sells
out of its annual production of 20,000
hubs every year.

Dual Drive, one of the systems
SRAM is discontinuing, combines a rear
derailleur with an IGH. With Dual Drive,
SRAM sought to avoid issues involved
with making a front derailleur work well
with double or triple chainrings.

But instead of a front derailleur, what
about systems that use a bottom-bracket
gearbox?

Bottom bracket gearboxes have a
long history — the first patents for these
systems date to the 1890s, and systems
with up to four gears began appearing in
the 1930s.

€. [IFIVERE has offered its two-speed
Metropolis gearbox since 2011 for urban
bikes. Although the Metropolis is not a
big seller for FSA it does offer possibilities,
said Giorgio Nicolosi, marketing manager
for FSA and Vision.

“Metropolis already has its market.
We work every day to increase it,”
Nicolosi said. “It's a simple and effective
front shifting component that any
non-technical rider could master in just a
moment.” He added that SRAM’s decision
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“has been relevant news for us.”

” EEIYRERE, which is making
its Taipei Cycle debut, is showing a
less expensive gearbox that it believes
can appeal to OEMs (See related
story, page 18).

The SRAM decision “offers more
room for other competitors,” Pinion
CEO Christoph Lermen said. “Itis
likely that products with similar
functional features and similar price,
or slightly more expensive products
with significantly better functional
features, will benefit.”

Pinion said there was little overlap
between its gearbox systems and
SRAM’s IGH systems because of the
Pinion systems’ premium prices. At

e . S t €

Taipei, however, Pinion is showing its
value-priced C-line gearbox.

“Surely our products — especially
the new C-Line — will be even more
interesting for buyers that have been
thinking about the purchase of a
bike with SRAM'’s G8 or I-motion 9,”
Lermen said.

German brand Kappstein offers
a two-speed gearbox, the German-
made Doppio, which is aimed at
the upper end of market. General
manager Christian Gerlach said
that although a product like Doppio
or FSA's Metropolis can't replace
an IGH, they may
attract interest as
an alternative to the
SRAM Automatix.

Gerlach believes
a bottom bracket
gearbox like Doppio
is best used in
combination with an
IGH or as a stand-
alone system.

Efneo is a new
Polish company
that makes a

bottom bracket gearbox, similar
to the Metropolis and the Doppio,
although with three gears instead of
two. Although not an exhibitor, it is
shipping its first samples to some 15
OEMs.

“SRAM’s decision has little
impact on our plans as they had
no direct competition to our front
gearbox,” CEO Franciszek "Freddie"
Migaszewski said.

Another gearbox maker is
Haberstock Mobility, which acquired
the Schlumpf Drive brand in 2011.
Schlumpf systems have been on the
market since 1991.

Haberstock CEO Jirgen Leppert
said SRAM’s departure wouldn't

affect Schlumpf’s annual sales, which
are in the thousands — high enough
to be considered one of the leading
gearbox systems on the market.

By ending IGH production, SRAM
is extinguishing an important part of
bicycle history. But although its Sachs
division was an IGH pioneer, the
product category isn’t disappearing.
In fact, to find some of the most
innovative transmission concepts
for bikes, it pays to look far from the
peloton. Qj“
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It's building a third factory in
mainland China and, in May, a new
10,000-square-meter (108,000-square-
foot) headquarters in Taichung. From six
employees at the beginning, it now has a
workforce of nearly 1,000.

And while —
continues producing thousands of low-
and mid-tier hubs and wheels, it has been
steadily moving up-market with its own
wheel brands, Novatec and Factor, and an
e-bike brand, Dienatronic.

The company posted sales of NT $2
billion ($64 million) in 2015.

To maintain its position as a leading
hub and wheel producer in a highly
competitive market, Joy Industrial
emphasizes service and technical
support and seeks to improve these for its
customers around the world.

It also has the advantage of covering
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The German manufacturer is sharing

a booth with * S,
WK Pavement bikes that mate a belt

drive to a Pinion gearbox are increasingly

popular because they are easy to
maintain.
Pinion’s initial product range was
its P-line, which requires a complex
aluminum milling process. To bring the
price and weight down for OEs, Pinion
turned to a high-end die-casting process
that uses a lighter alloy for its C-line. All
Pinion gearboxes are made in Germany.
While the P-Line has 18-, 12- and

e eoo o €.0.0¢.. ¢ °

all price points with its Joy Tech, Novatec
and Factor brands, along with products it
makes for OE customers and mass-market
chains.

The company cooperates closely with
professional athletes and racing teams
as it pushes into premium areas of the
market. For example, Novatec’s R3, R5
and R9 carbon-rimmed road wheels for
disc brakes have been approved by the
UCI and can be used in races this year.

Others have noticed Joy Industrial’'s
success. In 2011, the Taiwan Ministry of
Economic Affairs presented its Golden
Merchant Award to Joy Industrial
founder Steven Chen in recognition of his
determination and endurance in growing
the company. all have leading positions.

Today, Joy Industrial is very much The new five-story headquarters is in
a family business. Steven Chen works the heart of the Taiwan bicycle industry,
alongside sons Tate, Shawn and Jeff, who while its newest factory in mainland
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9-speed versions, the C-line offers 12-,
9- and 6-speed options. The 12-speed
version is designed for touring bikes;
the 9-speed for e-bikes, including
speed pedelecs; and the 6-speed for
conventional e-bikes.

CEO Christoph Lermen said the C-line
allows Pinion to offer gearboxes “at very .
competitive price points [compared] to St
common quality gear hubs and derailleur
drivetrains.”

Trekking and hybrid bikes are
the main European market segment
for Pinion, but it is looking to attract

international business in e-bikes and
mountain bikes. "For years, Pinion has
maintained good contacts with Asia
and has a strong network of Taiwanese
frame manufacturers and international

Wednesday, March 22, 2017
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China is set to open near Kunshan. The
Chinese factory will produce mostly
low-end steel hubs. Q‘3
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assembling facilities,” Lermen said. “To
be on the spot in Taipei, the center of the
bicycle industry, is an important step in
the direction of our international focus.”

Qi
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Here in Taiwan, not far from the
Nangang Exhibition Center, is a
museum dedicated to the history of
bicycles — built by someone who has
also contributed to that history.

That is George Lin, the founder of
Pacific Cycles and a kind of elder uncle
to the Taiwan bicycle industry.

When it comes to bringing design
concepts and ideas, however far-fetched,
to production, " is
a master. It takes on complicated frame
constructions that other frame builders
do not consider doable on an industrial

é
” Vo Vo N Vo N
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scale.

Lin, in fact, seeks out new ideas
and fresh thinking: Since founding
the company in 1980, he has offered
internships to many young, enthusiastic
designers, even giving them a place
to live and eat at the company’s
headquarters.

Out of this informal school have
arisen the careers of many industrial
designers, along with such distinctive
and innovative products as the Birdy,
the iF Mode and the iF Reach folding
bikes.

With Section Zero, the company has
created its own in-house creative design
studio.

The latest example of Pacific Cycles’
innovative energy is the Handy hand
cycle for handicapped riders, which
folds compactly and accepts an electric
drive system.

The Handy has already won a
Taiwan Excellence and a d&i award at
this year’s Taipei Cycle.

Pacific Cycle’s penchant to stand a
little apart from the industry extends
to its location. Instead of locating his
company in or near Taichung, the
industry hub, Lin opted for the rural

<

Xinwu township. It's southwest of
Taoyuan and close to the international
airport and the Taiwan Strait.

While it's far from Taichung,

Pacific Cycles’ headquarters is close to
Highway 15, a popular route along the
West Coast for cycling tourists who are
circumnavigating the island.

This proximity gave Lin the idea of
making his personal — and substantial
— collection of iconic bicycles accessible
to the public. The museum now resides
in the company’s former offices, just a
few hundred meters from its current
headquarters.

In its first three years, the number
of visitors has grown from 8,000 to
20,000 in 2016. George
Lin’s eldest son, Michael,
oversaw the museum and
has since become CEO of
Pacific Cycles.

The museum provides a
survey of the bicycle’s long
history. The collection
ranges from an early 19th
century wooden Draisine
balance bike to penny
farthings, old Taiwanese
mail bikes and Schwinn’s
famous Orange Crate
chopper. Pacific Cycles has
also thrown in a selection

of its current designs.

A small movie theater gives a history
of Pacific Cycles, and visitors can ride a
selection of bicycles on a small indoor
test track — a welcome opportunity for
enthusiasts.

Since cyclists run on coffee, no
bicycle museum would be complete
without a proper café, so the Lins added
the Brics Café.

Don't forget to exit through the gift
shop, which sells candies with logos of
its folding bikes to lightweight cycling
caps to bicycle-festooned ties.

Like its founder, the Pacific Cycles
Museum reflects a passion for bicycles
in everyday life. Q'S§
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The open tread block pattern clears mud on
the Ranger 2.25 TCS Light, made specifically
for damp to wet cross-country rides. Multi-
directional siping helps the tire keep a grip.

It rolls fast, but also keeps riders moving
whatever the weather.

e e 00 0000000000000 000000000 0

€ o
€e ¢

Selle Italia says this latest iteration
of its SLR line is, at 63g, the lightest
production saddle on the market. To
ditch the weight the entire saddle

is constructed of carbon fiber. Rails
incorporate ceramic materials to
further boost strength.

From Taiwanese startup Otion is an adhesive that enhances grip in such
useful areas as shift and brake levers, saddles and aero bars. Otion’s adhesive
grip products significantly enhance traction in wet or dry conditions, with

or without gloves. A micro cilia “gecko skin”-like surface absorbs shock and
reduces stress from vibrations.

Solo is a range of magnet-free,
ultra-compact bike speed and
cadence sensors. They fit to hubs
and crank arms without magnets or
cable ties, so they are easily moved
between bikes. Accelerometers
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N . detect speed and cadence. Solo is
: . compatible with all popular cycling
. : apps and computers via Bluetooth
: : Smart and ANT+.
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. < . FSA calls the all-carbon Metron 5D

. * the stiffest and most aero integrated v

. ) ) . handlebar and stem system on the R f < e Y ¢ £ ¢

. This small and light pump should ¢ market. A hidden compartment houses

: appealto roadies looking to save : aDi2junction box, with space for three Alexrims releases competitively priced carbon road

; Pprecious space in their jersey - orfive control wires. The cover comes and road disc wheelsets. The ALX 845C clincher

. pockets. Despite its diminutive size, »  off quickly to access the charging port. and ALX 845D road disc strike a balance between

; the Presta-only pump's dual-action . Locking headset spacers maximize straight-line aero performance and handlin

: mechanism pushes out 30cc of air . aerodynamic integration. The g45C has a 4%mm deep full carbon rimgWith

: Fnegsrgglg(g';; \;vségd?zseSdOgo?gr(i.comes . rounded cross sectional profile. The 845D uses

. N Alex’s centerlock disc hubs for a road disc wheelset

. . unmatched in value.
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: . Dapu’s new MD250S mid-drive system is

. . stylish and light, at less than 3.5 kg (7.7

. : Ibs). The 250W motor puts out 80 Nm

: . of torque, and its maximum speed can

be set to between 25 and 32 kmh (15-20

mph). The torque sensor and controller
are integrated into the motor. EIgIFU!

The Linka is the first smart lock that
unlocks automatically. It pairs with the
owner’s mobile phone via Bluetooth
and senses when they approach, so
they don’t need keys. It’s less friendly
when locked, though, letting loose
with a screeching 110 dB siren if
someone tries to mess with it. At the
Messingschlager booth. FIZNes

Bring on heavy riders and large loads.
The 931’s corrosion-resistant, high-
endurance tubing, combined with a
robust Rennstahl rack and low-riders,
hauls up to 170kg (375 Ibs). Front and
rear thru-axles provide stability and
freedom from disc-brake drag.
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Made for mountain bikes but able to pump

a solid 100 psi, the Windpro V2 MT has an
internal aluminum barrel design that’s both
compact and high volume. It fits Schrader and
Presta valves with a long-lasting aluminum
thumb lock lever and valve cap.
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With a lightweight air shock offering
80mm of travel, the R4371 gravel bike
has traction, comfort and stability
off-road without compromising speed
and handling on the tarmac. Internal
cable routing and a tapered headtube
add to its svelte look.

Pairing gold outer plates with black inners, the X12 chain features a
comprehensive X-bridge on the inner wall of each chain plate. Asymmetrical
chamfering, strategically placed on the outer part, prevents interferenc e
between chain and cassette teeth. The narrow design adapts precisely to the
limited gear space of 12x systems.

Arisun’s voluminous gravel tire
features a directional arrow tread
design for traction and low rolling
resistance. A near continuous
pattern in the center helps vent
water and debris, and interlaced
side knobs provide stable cornering.
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s ) A double-walled design enhances " =, sz
Cofle T ubles Tank e 1M sattyonh One iyce st | &€ ... f" 27
I mounts on the back of the bike and
to more easily fit tubeless models. A . ;
single pump action releases the air fits children from 12 months to 5 . . .
stored in the tank. popoing the tire years. The seat fits all bikes, with An oversized version of the popular Airworx
onto the rim imme’dpia{)epl v?/ithout two mounting options for carriers or 10.0, the metal pump features quality
anv loss of pressure Itsyaluminum frames and a “Click & Go” system for materials and easy handling, along with
y P ) quick fitting and transfer. arating of up to 144 psi. The tall barrel is

accumulator can hold a pressure of

up to 16 bars (232 psi). easy on the back and pumps tons of volume

per stroke. The pressure gauge is fitted with
a release button, and the multi-valve head
accommodates all valve types. EIZIeZ]
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The Dom is a cargo bike intended as a
car replacement. Its frame-mounted
loading deck is removable, so it can be
packed in a standard bike carton for
shipping or storage. Its three-speed
hub gear is low maintenance, while
the 20-inch front wheel offers more
capacity and durability.
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Alligator’s Turbo Cooling Brake

Pads use high-tech aviation turbine
technology. They are up to 40 percent
lighter than conventional pads and are
thermally optimized to run up to 30
percent cooler. They are designed in
Italy and engineered in Germany.
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Innova’s patented Integrated Tubeless
Technology (ITT) combines tube and tire for
any rim. Used with sealant, it’s much lighter
than a conventional setup and protects against
pinch flats. Innova says the tire won't run off
the rim should the pressure drop.
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The Hot Wheel is the simplest way to
convert a conventional bike to electric.
All e-bike components, including a
48-volt motor, are contained within a
wheel that weighs 5.6kg (12 pounds, 6
ounces) and fits a standard 100mm fork.
Riders control the system wirelessly
through a dedicated controller or

smartphone app.

The Up2 Plus is a durable
adjustable stem for speed pedelecs.
Satori’s patented design ensures
the stem is as rigid as conventional
stems so there is no compromise

in safety. The angle adjusts from

0 to 90 degrees. It's not all about
safety; Satori wants cyclists to ride
in style, too.

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000e 00

Using a magnesium alloy poached
from the automobile industry, the
Mag-X pedal boasts a light, melt
forged body. Strengthened with Igus
DU bushings and a double bearing
system, weights start at 1609 per
pedal even with a hardened chromoly
axle and replaceable alloy.
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Folding and small-wheeled bikes
need special e-drive solutions. The
RM G353 rear hub motor fits the
120mm OLD standard found on
many folders, yet provides 220 watts
of power and an integrated gear
drive. Made for disc brakes only,

it weighs 2.4kg. A 9-13-17-teeth
cassette is activated by a short cage
rear derailleur and 3-speed Sensah
trigger shifter. The hub is compatible
with speed or torque sensors and
with Bafang’s range of displays.

Crops set out to make lights that work well not just for cyclists, but for the
pedestrians and motorists around them. The Lum 240 uses a “Top-Cutoff”
line design on the lens, shaping the light beam so that it won't blind
pedestrians and oncoming drivers.
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Han-Win developed Inno-Safety technologies to
ensure its battery packs operate safely over
their lifetimes. The lithium battery packs
consume very little power in shutdown mode
and feature soft-start, which reduces the

rush of current as the motor starts up. They

can also detect external system loop short-
circuits, stopping power to protect the system.

Hall 1, 1F/H12
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The highly adjustable ControlTech
Clip-Bar allows an expansive 30mm
of right or left movement for a flexible
setup. Its stylish appearance and
shape promise lower wind resistance
and better control, and its aluminum
construction is cost-effective.

QiaoMa is a portable, folding e-scooter so anyone can travel safely and stably.
It's light, easy to carry and folds quickly for storage. Its rear three-wheel dri ve
mechanism is lighter and cheaper than rear two-wheel differential drive
alternatives.

Chosen’s Boost 150T standard
hubs are made for wheelsets with
super wide rims. Featuring the
prerequisite widely spaced flanges,
a new 150-teeth, high ratio drive
system provides solid power
transfer with near-instant pickup.
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With single-unit construction
guaranteeing an extremely close

©6 © 0 0 0 0 000000000000 00000000000000000000000

. o fit, the lightweight fabric of the ‘e ¢35
Otrajet’s puncture-free, solid tires S-Phyre skinsuit incorporates — Y Z
replicate most of the qualities of moisture management to keep riders 7

conventional air-filled siblings. They
now come in 18-inch versions for folding
bikes. The tires fix easily to standard
rims, making them an easy choice for
commuters, public bike share systems
and rental fleets, where they can

comfortable. Designed for racing,
seamless shoulders aim to reduce
drag and maintain aerodynamic
effectiveness

in aggressive

positions.

No chairlift, no problem. The
Xduro provides an experience
between motocross and
traditional downhill. The design
is based on familiar World Cup

help reduce [ 4F/M081] geometry, with the addition of
maintenance a 250W Bosch Performance CX
costs. [HF0oE mid-drive engine. EIZIYi¥
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The LEV Carbon and LEV-Ci both feature
a carbon mast reinforced with a milled
aluminum endoskeleton for lightness

and rigidity. A high compression-molded
carbon-fiber

head clamp and

— titanium bolts hold

the saddle securely.

The new, lighter
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ODI Lock-On Because tire punctures are never
The seatpost-mounted Rapid X2 Kinetic automatically Grips. Available in well-timed, Hachisuka’s anti-
switches to constant burst mode when it senses a 65, 100, 125 and puncture tube will keep on rolling
sudden change in speed. It puts out 50 lumens of light 150mm of travel. no matter what might pierce it. The
with 180 degrees of visibility. A battery auto save hollow-core rigid tube fits standard

rims and tires. It also absorbs road
shocks and meets BAA safety
standards. EIFNEY

feature helps it attain up to 30 hours of runtime. It is
USB rechargeable EFNEEL
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For 700c, 26- and 27.5-wheels, the Kwick
Journey is Kenda'’s new flagship commuting
and touring tire. Thanks to K-shield or
K-shield Plus, a 3mm or 5mm protection
belt, the Kwick Journey guards against flats
while it gets you to the office on time. Most
sizes are ECE-R75 certified for e-bikes up to
50 kmh (31 mph).
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Taya is one of the first independent
chain makers to offer an aftermarket
chain for 12-speed drivetrains, using
such proven Taya technologies as
360-degree riveting technology and
Taya’s “Greener Surface Treatment,”
an environmentally friendly coating
that protects against rust and sheds

dirt.

A
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The WhisperDrive is a self-powered,
direct-mount trainer with ANT+ and
Bluetooth Smart connectivity — so no
cables are needed. It has the features of
a high-end trainer, including simulation
mode and the ability to recharge

itself while

training. It

pairs with the

JetBlack App

for in-depth

training

functionality.

Featuring the most sprockets you can currently
cram into a block, along with a truly huge 50 tooth
largest cog, this cassette will conquer any terrain.
Available in black chrome or metallic silver finishes
to match your bike and drivetrain, the 50-teeth
sprocket is available in aluminum alloy for lower

weight, or steel for better durability. FIFAKY

g
S

The Rove Dynamo Hub Power
Generator supplies output of 0.5 to
2.5 amps, while an AC/DC converter
supplies a stable output of 6 volts.
With its uninterruptible power
supply (UPS), the Rove can store
power while cycling for charging
cellphones and other electronics.
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The new Taipan Koloss (shown) is

an all-mountain rear wheel tire for
plus-size bikes, while the Koloss Toro
offers a match up front. The Koloss
profile generates traction. Fragmented
central knobs ensure reduced
evacuation, while laterals are sculpted
for grip and braking.
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Flat or clipless? Do you have to choose? The dual-access design lets riders
dive into unknown terrain with confidence. Ten pins on the flat side deliver s
traction, and an oversized front engagement claw makes it easy to clip in.

Available in vibrant anodized colors: blue, orange, red and black. A set
weighs 400g.

After a decade of building wheels
for road, track, 'cross and tri,
FFWD is launching the Outlaw
line of full carbon mountain bike
wheelsets. The XC Cross Country
model and AM All Mountain
model are available in 27.5- and
29-inch versions. They share

the same carbon rim layup, are
tubeless-ready and feature an
asymmetric spoke setup.

Velo’s popular Angel saddle gets
updated with AirForm padding, a
high-density foam for better shock
absorption and heat dissipation
than traditional alternatives. A
Y-shaped cut-out relieves pressure,
and the Arctech mounting system
enhances comfort without too
much bulk.
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From Singapore, the award-winning
Buzzraw fun bike comes in a variety
of configurations, including an
electric assist model. With its extra-
long lounge seat for plus-one riding,
anyone carrying an extra passenger
will appreciate the extra power as
well as the stopping power of its disc

brakes.
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This afternoon, TaiSPO delves into the
business of marathons for the first time
with its Marathon and Sports Marketing
Forum. The forum features keynote
speeches from the organizers of the
Berlin and Tokyo Marathons.

It's a timely topic: This weekend alone,
Taiwan hosts at least nine marathons,
including two ultramarathons, or
races longer than the traditional 42.1
kilometer/26.2 mile marathon.

“Marathons could be a means to help
create business for the sports industry,
and a marketing tool for Taiwanese
cities,” said Evelyne Huang, event project
manager at TAITRA. The marathon
forum is one of an expanded program of
events at this year’s TaiSPO.

Two of today’s speakers — Jirgen
Lock, managing director of SCC Events,
which runs the BMW Berlin Marathon,
and Tadaaki Hayano, race director of
the Tokyo Marathon Foundation — will
discuss the economic impacts of their
races and how they manage to add
value without adding runners, since
participation at each race is capped.

The number of marathons — and
people willing to run them — is surging
in many Asian countries. Runners
training for races are a familiar sight from
Shanghai to Taipei, and organizers are
bringing marathons to second-tier cities.

This interest among Asian runners
affects marathons elsewhere in the
world. The Berlin marathon works with
a Chinese agent to promote the race, and
Lock said Chinese runners are clamoring

for more entries to be set aside for
them.

Just getting into the marathon is
almost as competitive as running it;
Lock said 85,000 runners want to
race in the event, which is capped at
40,000 entries.

That means the Berlin Marathon’s
marketing efforts aren’t focused on
drawing more participants, but on
creating a memorable experience for
those who are chosen.

“Marathons are no longer a
one-day event,” Lock said. “You have
to provide entertainment and to
take care of the community around
the marathon, before and after the
event.”

In Europe, Lock said, runners
want more than a race. They
increasingly treat the Berlin
Marathon as a long weekend, and
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seek an experience beyond the racing.

So organizers provide side events
such as a big screen around the
starting line and an expo the day
before the race.

The extra activities pay off. The
marathon brings some 95 million to
Berlin ($102 million) from spending
on hotels, restaurants, shopping
and more. And they provide more
marketing opportunities for sponsors

Organizers of the Tokyo race seem

to have figured out the right mix as
well. The Tokyo Marathon brings an
estimated $254.4 million to Tokyo,
up from $166.3 million a decade ago,
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according to estimates from Nikkei
and Dentsu Consumers Research,
respectively.

Even more impressive, organizers
achieved this 50 percent jump even
though the number of runners has
barely budged. Organizers capped
this year's race, on Feb. 26, at 36,000
runners, just 500 more than 10 years
ago.

Yet its appeal has soared. Some
322,000 people applied to race in
this year’s marathon, compared with
95,000 10 years ago. Its international
appeal has also increased — the
number of international starters grew
six-fold to 6,200.

Another impressive gauge of
the sport’s popularity is that One
Tokyo, the Tokyo Marathon’s official
membership organization, boasts
some 480,000 members.

Organizers use social media to
build a community that is active
year-round.

The large, active membership
leads to more demand for
sponsorships; sponsorship fees for

the Tokyo Marathon have more than
tripled in the last decade.

One way organizers can stand
out in this increasingly competitive
marathon market is to apply
for a Road Race label from the
International Association of Athletics
Federation (IAAF).

Yukio Seki, an IAAF
technical committee
member, will discuss the
bronze, silver and gold
labeling system, which is
increasingly popular in
Asia — 12 of the IAAF’s
44 Gold Label marathons
take place in Asia.

Marathon organizers
also strive to ensure that
their events are not just
another marketing fest or
a big party.

Lock says that as the
popularity of marathons
continues to grow, it
is important that race
organizers nurture
the mystique of the

March 22-24
March 25
Buses leave every 15 minutes

marathon.

Also speaking is Philip Shao-Tung
Cheng, a professor at the College of
Sports and Recreation at National
Taiwan Normal University. He will
discuss the fast-growing road racing
business in Taiwan. Q-

Free Shuttle
Bus Schedule

TWTC Exhibition Hall 1 to/
from Nangang Exhibition
Hall (round-trip)

Taipei World Trade Centre
Exhibition Halls 1 & 3

... 8a.m.t0 6:30 p.m.
...8a.m.to 1:30 p.m.
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Taipei Int’l Sporting Goods Show.

TaiSPO 2017 Events

March 22 — 25

Taipei World Trade Centre
Exhibition Halls 1 & 3

Wednesday, March 22

10-11a.m.

Opening Ceremony of TaiSPO &
TAIPEI CYCLE 2017

Organizer: TAITRA

Conference Room 401, 4th Floor,
TWTC Nangang Exhibition Hall

1-5:40 p.m.

Marathon and Sports Marketing
Forum (see details, this page).
Organizer: TAITRA

Conference Room 3&4,2nd Floor,
TWTC Exhibition Hall 1

2-5p.m.

One-on-one Procurement Meetings
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Conference Room 5,2nd Floor, TWTC
Exhibition Hall 1

Wednesday, March 22 to
Saturday, March 25
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Recreation Technology Research
Institute
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Organizer: TAITRA
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TWTC Exhibition Hall 1

Friday, March 24

9:30a.m-5p.m

New Fitness Program Demonstration
Organizers: TAITRA, Light Fitness
TWTC Exhibition Hall 3

Saturday, March 25

9:30 a.m. — 12 noon

New Fitness Program Demonstration
Organizers: TAITRA, Light Fitness
TWTC Exhibition Hall 3

Q&A
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Mark Chang, CEO of HealthStream,
the parent company of
said the climber’'s Smart
Step Height Technology lets users adjust
step height from four to eight inches and
the incline from 20 to 40 degrees.

“When the steps are highest this
exercise is quite tough. It can be used for
athletic training,” Chang said. “But with
the lower step you can really widen the
target group.”

Featuring a total of 20 step-height
variations, the climber is suitable
for hard-core fitness buffs as well
as beginners or people undergoing
rehabilitation.

The Escalate Climber also features a
virtual reality component that makes
workouts more interesting. The console
lets a user virtually move through
real-world streets and hills. The scenery
adjusts to the user’s steps per minute on
the climber — scrolling faster when the
user picks up the pace.

The Escalate is versatile enough to be
a standalone piece of fitness equipment.
But Intenza has also teamed up with two
other suppliers to integrate this low-
impact calorie burner into a small-scale
studio concept called Escalate Your
Power.

Intenza developed the concept with
its German distributor, Gym 80, which
is also a prominent supplier of strength
equipment. A third partner is Pavigym, a
Spanish company known for interactive
flooring and walls that use integrated
LED lights and sensors.

Escalate Your Power integrates the
Iron Qube PT from Gym 80 with the
Escalate Climber and customized flooring
from Pavigym.

The concept also includes functional
training tools, including resistance bands,
suspension gear, and dumbbells; a hub
for storing dumbbells, kettle bells and
other equipment; sliding mats and pads,
and two flooring anchor points.

Escalate Your Power is designed as
a “micro-gym” for personal and small
group training, and can help gyms turn
underused space into a profit center. The
standard unit fits into 16 square meters
(172 square feet) and can be used by
three people at a time, but can be scaled
up to accommodate more participants.

Intenza describes Escalate Your
Power, which is making its Asian debut
at TaiSPO, as “a turnkey-ready business
model for gym operators and owners
that reaches out to a diverse group of
members, creating higher revenues and
gym differentiation.”

The partners say Escalate Your
Power can help gyms compete with
such boutique studios as SoulCycle,
Orangetheory Fitness and Barry’s
Bootcamp, which represent one of the
fastest-growing and most profitable
segments of the fitness market.

While competing products for
small group training emphasize cardio
workouts, Escalate Your Power includes a
significant strength-training component
as well.

“The equipment provides a higher
return on investment for the gym
operator when you can adjust your
pace and use it for different levels of
workouts,” Chang said

Escalate Your Power relies on pre-set
training programs that are updated
regularly through the EYP Studio Hub.
The hub is an interactive kiosk that
serves as a trainer’s tool for receiving
new training programs and running
small classes.

The Escalate Climber, which recently
went into production, is part of a
growing assortment of Intenza cardio
gear that includes treadmills, ellipticals,
upright and recumbent bikes.
All feature a slick, harmonized
design that helps them stand out. The
newest machines are equipped with
touchscreens and
with Bluetooth and
WiFi connectivity
to make workouts
easier and more
entertaining.
With the
Intenzacast feature,
users can mirror
their smartphone
or tablet screens
on the console,
giving them access
to their apps and
data on the larger
screen.
The console can
also control some
Android devices, so
the user can play
music or videos
and change the
volume. It also
makes updating
that Facebook
status safer.

Launched five
years ago, the
Intenza brand now

accounts for about half of HealthStream’s
sales. The company also produces home
fitness equipment for other brands at its
efficient, green factory in Tainan (see
related story, this page).

The design and functionality of the
Intenza line have attracted upmarket
gyms such as XLNC Sports in Germany
and Will's Fitness Club in China,
helping the brand build its international
distribution.

Two years ago, HealthStream opened
an office near Seattle, Washington,
to establish a U.S. dealer network.
Overseeing U.S. operations is Kurt
Kenney, a former director of specialty
fitness sales for LeMond Fitness and

T+ %0

“It's powered almost entirely with
solar energy,” CEO Mark Chang said
as he strode through the plant during
a recent visit.

Because it is in southern
Taiwan just south of the Tropic of
Cancer, the 14,000-square-meter
(150,000-square-foot) factory
receives plentiful sunshine to power
rooftop solar panels. In lieu of air
conditioning, the factory relies on
natural ventilation that is facilitated
by its high ceilings.

A recycling system channels
rainwater to two retention ponds.
The water is then used to irrigate the
grounds — and to cool
down the roof when it gets
hot.

HealthStream planted
some 200 trees around
the factory, which stands
on what once were sugar
cane fields. A stream that
runs through the property
inspired the HealthStream
name.

Its assembly lines can
produce about 40,000
pieces of fitness equipment
a year. Each production
line requires only five or
six operators. HealthStream
employs about 180 in all,
evenly divided among
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director of business development for the
Home Fitness Group.

In addition to Gym 80, Intenza’s
other high-profile European distributors
include Exceed Performance, the
company behind Eleiko, in the Nordic
countries; Fitland in Russia; and Perfect
Fitness Service in Poland. Intenza is
opening a European warehouse and a
service center this year.

HealthStream takes a proactive
approach to marketing, organizing
private events for customers and
sponsoring fitness athletes. It promotes
the #myfitreason hashtag, which
encourages people to share their reasons
for working out. Q-

production, engineering, and sales
and administration.

The Intenza brand is growing so
rapidly that Chang expects to open a
second plant nearby within five years.

HealthStream, owned by Chang’s
family, has made fitness gear since the
late 90s.

Because of his background in
automation and lean production,
Mark Chang was named chairman
of the S-Team in 2016. The S-Team is
a group of Taiwan fitness equipment
makers that share resources to make
their factories leaner and more
efficient. Q-
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Now, the Taiwanese manufacturer
is stepping out from behind the scenes
to offer its own branded line of fitness
products for outdoor and indoor training,
including treadmills, wearables and apps.

. has drawn
on its expertise in communications
technologies and wearables to create
a platform that works seamlessly from
an outdoor run to an indoor treadmill
session.

For example, someone could go for a
run wearing an Alatech watch equipped
with GPS and a heart rate monitor, then
transfer session data to a smartphone or
tablet via Bluetooth.

Once the data is automatically
uploaded to the Cloud, it can then be
synced with an Alatech treadmill.

“You'll be able to transfer the
information from your outdoor training
onto your treadmill for indoor training,”
said Natalie Wang, in charge of
international sales at Alatech.

“If you want to run outdoors but
the weather is bad, you could have
your planned route transferred to your
treadmill,” she added. “It will be shown
on your tablet, which you can put in the
holder of the console.”

For nearly 10 years, Alatech has
supplied controllers and consoles to such
customers as York Fitness, Nautilus,
Octane Fitness and Star Trac.

More recently, it expanded into heart
rate monitors and wearables, producing

(0p44

REUREIEN] is well

placed to address this side of the
business. Instead of inventing new
workout gear, IEI supplies consoles

for fithess equipment and is now
integrating them with a third-party
member management software system.

IEl is part of a larger company
that is involved in such segments as
factory automation, digital signage and
healthcare. The parent company posted
sales of $255 million in 2016 and has
offices in Taiwan and California.

“We have the ability to make
outstanding consoles as well as other
connected products for the fitness club
operators and the end user,” said Yaling
Wang, marketing manager at |EI. At
TaiSPO, IEl is demoing its connected
data, equipment and membership
management system for fitness clubs.

The IEI Group, which originally
made industrial personal computer
(IPC) products, was an early supplier
of electronic consoles for fitness
equipment. That has given it an ear to
the ground in the fitness market and a
head start in knowing how to customize
a system for a manufacturer’s needs.

products for other brands as well as the
Alatech brand.

For the past year, Alatech has been
gearing up to manufacture its own
treadmills. The new range consists
of three models for the home fitness
market, and Alatech says it is considering
expanding into the light commercial
market next year.

While it builds up its own brand,
Alatech is not ignoring OE business.

“We are aiming to build up our own
brand in the international market, but
the treadmills could also be used by other
companies that want to market their
own brand,” said Christina Chang, sales
manager at Alatech.

Alatech makes the treadmills at a
20,000-square-meter (215,000-square-
foot) factory in Tongxiang, China,
between Shanghai and Hangzhou.

One wing of the two-year-old
factory produces electronic components,
featuring surface-mounting technology
(SMT) and dual in-line package (DIP)
lines for electronic circuits, and more
than a dozen machines to evaluate and
test the components.

Another wing manufactures the
brawnier components that go into fitness
equipment. That section is equipped to
cut, punch, bend, weld and polish raw
tubing, and handle painting and final
assembly of Alatech products.

Corporate sales have been stagnant in
recent years, due to economic pressures

One new product is a smart console
for fitness machines.

“We are able to integrate the console
with the motor part of the machine,
and then come up with a customized
user interface that presents it all in an
efficient way,” said Henry Lin,
sales manager. |EI drew on
its fitness industry experience
and relationships to design
the interface.

The membership
management system, which
is supplied by a different
company, can process class
reservations and payments
by club members. It also
generates useful data about
machine usage or reservation
patterns for classes.

Managers can also keep
track of members’ activities,
such as when and how often
they check in, which can
help them develop marketing
tactics and retention
strategies.

It all links up with an app
that lets members check the

on some fitness brands that buy Alatech
components. However, the company says
its new treadmill line should help sales
grow by 10 to 15 percent this year.
Founded by Frank Chen, who once

club’s schedule, book a spot in a class,
or download their latest workout data.

IEl is working to tie in more
features, such as automatically
integrating a user’s weight or blood
pressure from other connected devices.

A cloud-based system serves as a
backup and is designed to be partly
accessible to the public.

Leading gym club operators use
similar systems, but |E| says its system
is intended for smaller club operators or
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sold components for integrated circuits,
Alatech has 50 employees in Taichung
— about 30 percent of them engineers.
Another 200 employees work for Alatech
on the mainland. Q-

community gyms.

It could find a market among the
growth of budget fitness clubs that rely
heavily on technology — for members
to pay their bills, gain entry to the club,
or get advice on using the equipment
— to make up for their relatively scanty
staffing levels.

And budget or not, most clubs strive
to increase retention rates by doing a
better job of member management.

Q_
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See the winners on display at the
TaiSPO. booth [FETEIERER.

At the more athletic end of
the spectrum, the Matrix S-Drive
Performance Trainer is meant for intense
training. It combines a self-powered
treadmill with a weighted sled, resistance
parachute and more, all in a compact
piece of equipment. Produced by
- € : the
S-Drive reflects current trends toward
high-intensity workouts and small group
training. See our story in tomorrow’s
TaiSPO Show Daily

The Wonder Core Cycle
from e
is similarly versatile, but it’s
compact for home use. It's an
indoor cycle that can be set up
as either a recumbent or seated
bike. Resistance bands add an
upper body workout (see story,
this page).
Another winner in the fitness
category is the Difo Green Power
Air Rower by Chi Hua Fitness,
which simulates the dragging
motion of rowing in open water.
An air fan provides resistance,
and a digital console makes training
interactive.
BEIEEEERRE, which makes medical and
rehabilitation equipment, won an award
for its wheelchair-compatible MS350 Full
Body Stepper.
“Versatile
for different
training
emphasis,
MS350’s
unique
quadrilateral
exercise
pattern
allows users
to selectively
distribute &+
different
extents of
exercise efforts across their four limbs,”
the company said. “Limbs that input
more force can efficiently lead less-
involved limbs to functional movements
and maintain elevated heart rate.”
The All Star jury honored an
anti-fogging diving mask from  f
and an open ®
goggle mask from,, [ Hall 1 1F/D02f

The Exquis mask incorporates an
anti-fog lens made of transparent
fiber. The company says the ergonomic
design ensures the mask is efficient and
comfortable.

First Rank’s Marlin goggle is uniquely
curved for an unusually wide field of

vision (see story, page 52).

Two other winners
make your feet happy.
Sports socks fromt
[REUNITVNS use
a 3D technology with
an X-shaped pressure
strap. Bamboo charcoal
yarn adds durability and
reduces abrasion.
The Race running
socks from €
z are thin and
breathable, with features
to cushion the impacts
from running, such as taping, shaped like
the numeral “8,” that supports a runners’
ankles.
To keep kids active indoors without
annoying the neighbors, - ¥
invented the
Silence Foam Ball. The ball, available in
several colors, is light, soft and easy to
grip — and doesn’t make a sound when

HTaiSPO 5;

Taipei Int’l Sporting Goods Show

thrown against a wall
or floor. See tomorrow’s
TaiSPO Show Dailfor more.

The Slidewhizzer
Stair Slide from € %o~

.
cleverly turns a staircase
into a children’s slide to
bring the playground home.
It can also be setup as a
standalone slide.

The tiniest winner is the
Arofly fromthe €+ S
BEIEERES, a bicycle
power meter that screws
into a tire valve and is just

a little larger than the valve

cap it replaces (see story on page 10).

It uses Bluetooth to transmit power,
cadence and speed to a user-friendly app.
TBS says the Arofly is the smallest power
meter on the market, measuring just 2cm
and weighing 10g. Q-

as online consumer resources. In
November, Bodyorbit launched an app
that features workouts for each of its
products.

As its sales and product line grow, so
does its staff. Bodyorbit has just moved
to a larger headquarters in the center
of Taichung as it prepares for another
growth spurt — and, perhaps, the next

< " a video production studio in Miami.
- The studio produces infomercials and
instructional videos featuring such
well-known fitness instructors as Julie
Wiesman and Jordan Nevels.

“We design the products as well as
workouts to go with them, which makes
it practical for us to have the studio at
our disposal,” Chen said.

The “twist” turned out to be literal:
Wonder Core’s newest iteration, the
Wonder Core Twist, lets users target
their obliques and other core muscles
with a rotating seat that is set in a wider
frame for stability.

independently set on either side of the
trainer, are now easier to gauge.

The Wonder Core Twist comes to
market on the heels of the Wonder
Core Cycle, another piece of home
fitness equipment that intelligently

o oo REURIelepk] had sold a

rotating seat as an accessory to the

accommodates several workouts on one
machine.

The videos are produced in English,
but can

Wonder Core Smart, but the seat is built The indoor cycle can be configured be dubbed

in to the Wonder Core Twist. Other as a recumbent or seated bike, and into other

components have been upgraded for includes resistance bands so users can  languages.

safety and comfort. train the upper body while pedaling. Some videos
“The hinges are fully covered for Bodyorbit’s ingenious line of home are included

more protection, and the frame has
been adjusted to make it easier to
grip, because you have to hold onto it

training devices has struck a chord with
consumers who seek compact, efficient
equipment that lets them work out at

as part of the
packaging for
Wonder Core

twist in the Wonder Core story. Q-

when you're twisting,” said Jeff Chen, home. products.
Bodyorbit’s product manager. The company takes its design cues Bodyorbit
The company also improved the from fashionable furniture and offers its  also produces
Wonder Core’s dual resistance system products in such colors as lime green, infomercials,
for the new Twist, using triangular aqua blue and pink. and workout
adjustment knobs that are easier to As the Taichung firm expands the videos
rotate. Resistance levels, which can be ~ Wonder Core range, it has invested in that serve €
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The retailer, with 17 locations across
Taiwan, sells products for activities from
cycling to running to swimming. But its
focus is unmistakably on the outdoors.
At Metroasis, explorers can buy gear
ranging from waterproof jackets and
trekking boots to technical backpacks
and carabiners.

Metroasis is the retail arm of

ofe a Taiwan
distributor for international outdoor
brands including Singing Rock climbing
equipment from the Czech Republic,
Garmont footwear from ltaly, Ternua
apparel Spain and Source sandals from
Israel.

Country Life has its own outdoor
brand, Adisi, that it is now positioning
for growth across Asia.

“We have adjusted our design for a
tighter fit and are targeting other Asian
markets where our sizing is suitable,
such as Japan and Korea,” said Michael
Huang, the founder of Metroasis and
Adisi. “If the quantities are sufficient,
we could adjust the sizes for other
international markets.”

The 10-year-old brand is named
for a mountain hawk eagle. The word
“Adisi” comes from the language of the
Rukai, an aboriginal people who live in
Taiwan’s mountains.

The Adisi range, sold in all Metroasis
stores, includes outdoor apparel,

camping equipment, tents, sleeping bags

and mats, and caters to the growing
interest in family camping among
Taiwanese.

As someone who has been involved
in Taiwan’s outdoor industry for years,

Most goggles use a flat lens that is
inserted into the gasket at an angle. But
y came up with a
rounded lens that, the company says,
provides unobstructed vision. The new
goggle is called the Marlin.

“When you get into the lake or the
ocean, you have to pay attention to all
that is happening around you,” said
Selina Liu, marketing manager at First
Rank. “With our rounded structure there
is no angle on the side that could form an
obstacle to a clear view.”

First Rank uses polishing techniques
it has fine-tuned over the years to widen
the flat surface of the lens and curve it
on the side without affecting its vision
quality. “The flat surfaces used in eyecup
goggles are easier to polish, but we have
found ways to polish the lens for curved
wider vision with the required optics
standards,” Liu said.

The Marlin has side buckles that are
easy to adjust. A liquid silicone gasket
and strap sit comfortably on the head and
face.

First Rank’s customers include

Huang has seen this interest
expand. The company also gains
insights into which outdoor
activities are on the rise through
events it organizes for Metroasis
customers.

“Cycling remains popular but
people have started to take up
other activities, such as hiking
and family camping,” Huang
said. Many customers belong to
the company’s Camping Club,
and its twice-monthly events are
often fully booked, attracting 100
people in 25 tents.

This summer, Huang expects
enough people to fill 100 tents
for a special event in Hsinchu
Miaoli, a popular outdoor
destination on the island’s
western side.

These Metroasis-sponsored
trips boost the brand'’s recognition
in Taiwan — after all, it's quite a sight
when a mass of tents is pitched together
at a popular campground.

The growing demand has
encouraged Adisi to market more
technical tents this year, with extra
features to help fend off Taiwan's soggy
climate.

“The rainy Taiwanese weather
makes it important to have waterproof
tents,” Huang said. “We have improved
the seams and other functions, to make
sure that the tent stays dry, even if you
open the window to improve the air
flow.”

Climbing is also catching on,
Huang said, as climbing gyms open

sporting goods retailers such as
Intersport, and brands such as Diana,
Mizuno and Beuchat. Its own Saeko

brand is also available in many countries.

Through the success of an earlier
goggle, the Mariner, First Rank has seen

demand for open water goggles increase,

driven by growing participation in
triathlons and other endurance events.

The Marlin picks up where the
Mariner left off. Lenses for both goggles
are polycarbonate, but the Marlin boasts
a new frame and side buckle structure
that shaves 10g from the total weight.

While that may sound pointless — the
entire goggle weighs just 70g — it makes
a difference to athletes who weigh every
gram they have to carry.

First Rank has consistently invested
in R&D, which has paid off with a stream
of innovative products and the ability
to produce intricate constructions and
multi-colored gaskets.

This year, First Rank wants more
people to know about it. It has boosted
its marketing budget and sealed an
endorsement agreement with Tuan Chun

in Taiwanese cities. Country Life is
fostering climbing’s development
through its sponsorship of the Youth
Sport Climbing competition, the official
climbing championship for Taiwanese
youngsters. Last year’s event was
sponsored by CT Technology, an Italian
climbing equipment brand that Country
Life distributes in Taiwan.

Most of the stores in the Metroasis
chain are a spacious 1,000 square
meters (10,800 square feet), including
the original location in Hsinchu County.
Metroasis operates much larger stores
in Taichung and near Taipei, and six
smaller outlets of about 600 square
meters.

Chang, a speedy triathlete from Taiwan,
who also helps coach others.
“That will help to add value to the
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On the wholesale side, the group
distributes outdoor products to some 60
other Taiwanese outdoor stores. (Huang
estimates the number of outdoor retail
outlets in Taiwan is about 300.) Adisi
competes in Taiwan with Atunas,
Traveler and Hilltop, among others.

Huang said Adisi works with such
top-shelf suppliers as Polartec and
Primaloft. He asserted that Adidi’s
product development rivals that of
international brands, yet its products
are priced some 40 percent below the
big names.

The company has distribution
partners in Mongolia and Myanmar.

Q_

brand and to get feedback from product
users,” Liu said. The Saeko brand also
exhibits at triathlon events. Q-
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The latest products from €
to be transformed with
aluminum are the reels used by scuba
divers to ensure they don't lose their
bearings. They also measure depth for
calculating intervals between required
safety stops, which are essential for
decompression when deep-diving.

The anodized aluminum alloy gives
the reels a clean look, and there are no
protrusions that could break or catch. A
flared design makes them easier to wind
while wearing gloves underwater.

“For diving gear, fewer parts is always
better,” said Melody Lin, sales manager
at IST. “You already have many parts
on you,; it’'s important to avoid getting
stuck.”

These practical, light reels are priced
as higher-end products.

IST is also incorporating aluminum
in an enlarged range of diving masks,
featuring more color options this year.

Because it has a huge assortment
and constantly updates products, IST
has established itself as an international
supplier in the scuba diving market.
Many divers will recognize the dolphin
logo on the brand’s equipment, and it
supplies hundreds of more recreational
diving products, such as goggles, wetsuits
and rash guards.

While IST is constantly adjusting its
range, some of the items in the catalog
have been in steady demand for years.
They are often uncomplicated products

z

The wetsuit is equipped with a
wireless battery, which clicks onto the
front of the wetsuit. It quickly heats
an area across the driver’s chest to a
constant temperature of 41 degrees
Celsius (106 degrees Fahrenheit) for two
hours. That's more than adequate, since
divers usually use one or two diving air
tanks that each last a half hour.

“We have worked out that the
chest area is the most important to
remain warm,” said Snow Goh, sales
manager at e "
“Other companies have already come
up with electric suits but the wireless
construction enables the divers to move
around freely.”

Aropec has a sample of the wetsuit
here at TaiSPO and expects to begin
production next year. The company
is testing the product to a depth of 30
meters (98 feet), and has applied for
patents and certifications.

The electric wetsuits complement an
array of watersports and triathlon goods
that fill rack upon rack at Aropec’s
showroom in Taichung. Some are
sold under the Aropec brand, but the
manufacturer also supplies brands such
as TYR, Deeply and Goma.

Another Taiwanese company,

with clever features that appeal to
recreational divers who don’t want to
fiddle with settings and extra parts.

“We're mostly targeting new divers
and their instructors,” said Jasper Lin,
an IST manager. “They prefer to buy
simple products with all the features they
actually need.”

An example is a range of snorkels
with a big purge valve, which makes it
easier to blow out any remaining water.

A top splash guard drives incoming water
away from the tube. Some snorkels have
swivel joints for more comfort when a
diver bites onto the mouthpiece, reducing
jaw fatigue.

The Dolphin Tech brand is for certified
technical diving products — required
for equipment for dives deeper than
30 meters. IST Proline turns out other
recreational diving and snorkeling
products.

Due to the diversity of the items in
its catalog, IST processes a wide array
of raw materials, from iron to nylon,
plastic, neoprene and more. Product
development and most production is in
Taiwan at plants in Taoyuan and Tainan.
Some masks, snorkels, wetsuits and other
products for the rental market are made
in China.

Jasper Lin said that more than 5,000
new divers become registered every year,
and demand is growing rapidly in Asia.
IST estimates the Chinese market alone
is growing at an annual rate of about 10

Sheico, leads the international market
for neoprene wetsuits and makes an
estimated 4.5 million a year in Thailand.
In comparison, Aropec produces about
40,000 a year total in Taichung.

But Aropec’s catalog goes far beyond
wetsuits. It makes swimsuits and gear
for diving, kayaking and surfing. Other
products range from small — like
snorkels and fins — to hefty — like
kayaks and wakeboards.

The company helps develop water
sports in Taiwan by, for example,
sponsoring the kayaking team. It is
working with Taichung officials to host
a kayaking competition later this year.

Aropec also has one foot on dry
ground. Given a difficult diving
market, affected by a drop in tourism
to once-popular spots in the Middle
East because of regional instability, the
company opted to diversify.

It launched a range of technical
triathlon and compression garments,
which are fast-growing categories.

The company also invested in its own
Aropec Cup marathon last year. More
than 1,000 runners attempted either a
half or a full marathon on a hilly course
outside of Taichung.

Its newest technical apparel range

percent. The spread of Chinese tourism
is leading to upticks in other Asian
countries, including Thailand, Indonesia,
and Malaysia.

European tourism is also goosing the
markets in these countries. European
divers had opted for closer destinations
like Egypt and the Middle East, but
diving tourism in this region has
reportedly declined because of concerns

includes an improved version of

running tights that have compression
strips inside the garment. “They are
special TPU strips from Japan, which are
placed inside the pants to help stabilize
specific muscles,” said Nick Wen, sales
executive at Aropec. The tights have
been on the market for two years.

Aropec was founded more than five
decades ago to make shoes. It remains
a family business; Marvin Wei, son of
founder Ken-Sen Wei, now heads the
company.

Neoprene wetsuits and other water
sports garments come from the
Taichung factory, while Aropec
outsources its other production.

Aropec exports about 85
percent of what it makes to a
global network of specialized
water sports or running
distributors. It sells the rest in
Taiwan, where it also operates
two retail stores.

It is eyeing Southeast Asia
as a promising growth market.

Aropec keeps more than 80
percent of its products in stock,
so customers can usually rely
on rapid deliveries.

To be able to offer at-once
shipments, Aropec nearly
quadrupled the size of its
Taichung warehouse a few years
ago. The investment is paying
off.

HTaiSPO

Taipei Int’l Sporting Goods Show

53

over potential instability.

Along with its infrastructure in
Taiwan, IST Sports has a subsidiary in
Los Angeles, IST Diving Systems.

Another U.S. arm of the business,
Seavenger, runs an online sales platform
for sports products. It markets water
sports products under the Seavenger
brand, as well as skateboards and fitness
products. Q-

Southeast Asia accounted for only
about 10 percent of Aropec’s sales last
year, so there is room to grow. Aropec
expects the region will account for a
larger percentage this year, helped by
buoyant demand in Indonesia, Vietnam
and Thailand.

Aropec’s largest market, Japan,
accounts for 20 percent of company
sales, with Australia and New Zealand
No. 2 at 15 percent.

As part of its diversification efforts,
Aropec plans to exhibit at Eurobike and
possibly Outdoor Retailer this year. Q-
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