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What's on today
Friday-Saturday, March 20-21

All events are at the Nangang Friday, March 20

Exhibition Hall unless otherwise

noted 8:30 a.m. — 6 p.m.
The Lithium lon Power Batteries
Symposium

GENERAL SHOW AF

INFORMATION Conference Room 401

9a.m.-5p.m.
LEV Test & Drive

Friday hours: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday hours: 9 a.m. — 3

p.m. (Open to the public) EétraEnergy
Cargo Ramp

Venues: Nangang Exhibition Hall

and Taipei World Trade Center 10 — 11:30 a.m.

(TWTC) Hall 1, 2nd Floor. WESGI Bicycle Public Meeting
4F
Room 404

Held in association with the Taipei

International Sporting Goods SATURDAY, March 21
Show (TaiSPO), Taipei InternationalpyBLIC DAY

Sports Textile & Accessory

Expo (SPOMODE) and Taiwan ~ 9a.m.—1p.m.
International Diving and Water LEV Test & Drive

_ 4F
Sports Show (DiWas) at the TWTCCargo Ramp
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Why did you come to Taipei Cycle?

Terence Teoh
Pro Cycle MTB
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

As Pro Cycle MTB is
distributing various
brands in Malaysia, I'm
attending distributor
meetings that we have
here in Taipei every
year. Of course I'm

also looking for new
opportunities and brands
to bring into Malaysia.
We also go to Shanghai
and Friedrichshafen
every year, but the Taipei
Cycle Show is the most
important event of the
year for us.

Britta Frohling
Internetstores GmbH
Esslingen, Germany

The main reason for
attending Taipei Cycle is
to look for new suppliers
and partners for our
extensive private label
activity. Shows like the
one in Shanghai are

not interesting to us

as Taiwan has a clear
priority as a country of
origin due to its better
image.

Azizi Tucker
Sketch to Sku
Taipei, Taiwan

I'm developing a new
e-bike and now I'm
looking for suppliers

that can produce the
necessary parts. I've been
to this show a year ago,

but back then | did not
have such a precise idea
of what | needed. After
two years of prototyping,
this has changed and
now it’s time to get my
idea to production.

Tim Krueger
Red Bear Services
U.S.A.

With my new company,
Red Bear Services, I'm
consulting for small
American companies.
I've come to Taipei to
look for partners and
suppliers, and due to the
fact that I'm looking for
high-quality products,
the Taipei Cycle Show
is my first and, frankly
speaking, only choice to
do so.
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Jo Seongjun
Exo Korea

Seongnam-si, South Korea

At Taipei Cycle Show we
meet existing customers
and also look for new
brands for our big
distribution portfolio. As
the South Korean bicycle
show is very small, this
event in Taipei is of

high importance to see
international brands and
trends. We also attend
the Eurobike show, but
the one in Taipei is more
important for us.

Stefan Mang
MIFA
Sangerhausen, Germany

My agenda for this year’s
Taipei Cycle Show is
really crammed as we
still have to make some
last-minute adjustments
with our suppliers for
the 2016 model year.

In addition, I'm on

the lookout for major
2017 trends in order to
compare our plans with
those of our competitors.

Yin Haiyang
Schaeffler Greater China
Jiangsu, China

We are a supplier of
sensors for various
e-bike manufacturers,
and | have about 10
appointments today.
While we have our own
booth in both Shanghai
and Friedrichshafen,
we stopped doing so

in Taipei and rely on
individual meetings
instead. Due to its
international character
this is still a very
important event for us.

Manoj Joshi
Hero Cycles
Dadri, India

Hero Cycles plans to start
to manufacture e-bikes
for both the Indian and
the Asian markets. Now
we're looking for the
necessary suppliers and
manufacturers that sell
complete e-bike kits

at competitive prices.
Hero Cycles is aiming
at a product that fits the
non-premium bracket in
emerging markets.
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For SRAM, 3 millimeters
gives a Boost to plus sizes

Stiffer wheels and more real estate for tires, chainstays
and chainrings: SRAM promises all this and more with its

new Boost standard.

Whether it's on a 29er, or a
mountain bike with 27.5-inch plus-
sized wheels, the space between the
rear tire, right chainstay and chainring
is precious.

Some frame builders want shorter
stays for more agile handling, while
others want more space for fatter tires.

This is where SRAM's Boost parts
come in. The range consists of two
cranks whose chainring has been
moved out by 3mm; a Roam 40
wheelset; and two kinds of hubs. SRAM
has also modified its RockShox SID,
Reba and Pike forks with wider 15mm
x 110mm axles, and with space for

27.5-inch tires up to
3.0 inches wide. That
should accommodate
the new 650b plus-size
trend.

“Boost is an optional and open
standard that can be used by any
manufacturer. But you need to combine
Boost cranks with Boost rear hubs in
order to achieve a correct chain line,”
said Chris Hilton, SRAM product
manager for drivetrains.

“The main benefits are stiffer
wheels and three millimeters more of
real estate to work with in the critical
area between rear tire, frame and
chainring,” he added. “This may not
sound like a lot, but it will make the
lives of frame builders and engineers a
lot easier.”

SRAM chose the “Boost” moniker
because the wider axle standards
and the accompanying modifications
on cranks, wheels and forks were
developed in close cooperation with
Trek, which first gave the wider
standard the “Boost” name. QLVR

Cue up the right saddle
fit with Prologo’s cube

“The big question on the market today is: Which saddle
is the one for me?” said Prologo’s Salvatore Truglio.
“Then a lot of the marketing story is coming on how to

choose a saddle.”

Prologo wants to be a technical
leader, though, and not just sell
saddles based on ad campaigns.

So the Italian saddle brand has
developed a fit system called My Own
Perfect Saddle to accurately calculate
the best saddle based on a rider’s size,
weight and riding frequency.

Prologo worked with Italian
scientist Mauro Testa to develop the
biometrics of the four-step fit system,
which has been available to retailers
since November. It uses a cube that's
about the size of a footrest, with a gel
top. A separate slope meter measures
a rider’s flexibility. A website guides

retailers through the
whole process.

Riders first input
some simple data: their
age, riding frequency, type of riding
and skill level. Then they have a seat
on the gel on top of the cube.

When they get up, the
indentations in the gel reveal the
measurement of their ischial, or sit,
bones.

To measure flexibility, the rider
sits on the cube, bends at the waist
and reaches as far forward as possible.
The fitter places the slope meter
between the last vertebrae and the
tailbone and inputs the angle into the
computer.

Finally, the fitter inputs the rider’s
body mass index to calculate the
amount of pressure that will be put
on the saddle.

A software program crunches the
data and spits out recommendations:
the top recommended saddle and
three or four alternatives.

The fit system costs 500 ($532),
but retailers receive discounts based
on their saddle preorders. Truglio said
about 700 European retailers are now
using the system.

“Feedback has been unbelievably
positive,” he said. QNF
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It took Philip Malliet 12 years, but he’s finally reached the Hayes, Manitou, Answer, Sunringle, and ~ Hayes’ vice president and =
top at Hayes Performance Systems. Malliet, who was named Wheelsmith spokes: build the company’s  general manager, said .o I@
president and CEO of the Mequon, Wisconsin, company in global position, manage Manitou's recent  yesterday. “The object is O
October, is making his industry debut here at Taipei Cycle. He success and re-energize other brands that - to manage that correctly T
took over from Rand McNally, who retired as CEO last summer. have lost their way. so it continues to grow.” That means

“We have these iconic brgnds, and W€ ensuring that quality and deliveries stay
need to make them recognizable again, on-point, and that the factories aren't

hel\:ald..t < the first order of busi overextended.
anitou Is the tirst order of business “With Manitou it was definitely big

for Malliet, although officials say the . ) ;
) risk, big reward. It was exponentially
turnaround of the suspension brand, -
) . more difficult than we had planned,”
which took nearly a decade, is almost ) .
Campbell said. “Looking back, even

Hayes is active in the bicycle and power sports industry.

complete.

Hayes rescued the wayward brand from  KnoWing the pain we went through, |
bankruptcy in 2006. But tradeshows would do the same thing.”
were a dismal affair. Manitou managers Hayes now turns to reenergizing
endured brow-beatings from distributors ~ the rest of the brands in its portfolio.
who needed help with service and Campbell and Malliet say the other
warranty because of quality issues. OEMs brands shouldn’t be as challenging as
wouldn't risk spec’ing their bikes with Manitou.
the unreliable products. “We have good technology, good

Hayes started fixing the problems. By passion,” Malliet said. “I think we have
the end of 2007, it had closed Manitou’s the ability to develop new product in
Valencia, California, offices, and started a rapid way. We just need to keep the
a factory overseas. It reduced the number
of Manitou product lines from 14 to
two and started resolving service issues.
The first milestone was in 2010, when
Manitou finally launched a new product,
the Dorado gravity fork.

Two years later, sales spiked, and
Manitou once again proved to be a solid

focus.”

Hayes also underwent a recent
rebranding, changing its name from
HB Performance Systems to Hayes
Performance Systems.

Sean McNally, Rand’s son, was
promoted to director of sales and

Malliet had been a contender for the They're just fun to be in,” Malliet said investment. Last year, Manitou released ~ Marketing. McNally spent seven years
job more than a decade ago when Hayes  yesterday at the Hayes booth. He isone  the Mattoc premium all-mountain fork in Taiwan establishing sourcing and
was under different ownership. He of seven senior managers who have an and McLeod rear shock, which have been manufacturing contacts. For the last
ultimately lost out to McNally, who had a ~ ownership stake in Hayes. well received by OEMs. three years, he has been in Munich,
background in the sports industry. Malliet has simple goals for the bicycle “We are experiencing phenomenal setting up distribution and aftermarket

“How can you not love these markets? division, which includes storied brands growth with Manitou,” Darren Campbell, sales and service for Europe. Q

Www_aL




8 Taipei Show Daily

Now, 11 Japanese companies have
assembled in one area on the fourth floor
to show their newest offerings. Some
of them have never exhibited before in
Taipei. Here’s a quick guide to what you'll
see there.

The Japan pavilion is organized by
the Japan Bicycle Promotion Institute,

a subsidiary of the government’s Japan
External Trade Organization.

5Links is introducing
a revamped version of
its mini-folding bicycle.
The 5Links2 has a slim
body that folds easily. General Manager
Morihiko lozumi said the 5Links2 comes
in a 9-speed and internal 5-speed version.

Atelier de Kijafa
doesn’t sound Japanese
at all. It's a boutique
company with all kinds
of high-end, custom road bikes sporting
carbon frames, including its futuristic tri
bike, the iF 9000X Nouveau Carbone.

Here’s a blast from
the past: Bridgestone

'H IMAR
L 1A 4 A

LIVE FROM THE SHOW

Cycleonce was a big name in mountain
bikes, but pulled out of the international
market to focus on Japan. Now — after
nearly 30 years without attending any
international trade shows — Bridgestone
has returned with some fine bikes for the
global market. Mitsuhiro Suzuki, who
heads Bridgestone’s bicycle division, said
it plans to offer high-end sports bikes
outside of Japan. “In the future we might
also exhibit at Eurobike and Interbike,
but not this year,” he said.

Hachisuka is
introducing the “e-tube,”
made of a new puncture-
free material. President
Masahiro Hachisuka
said the company invented the material,
which meets the Japanese BAA safety
standard.

Mikashima Industrial ,
also known as MKS, is
introducing a new cleat
pedal for beginners,
the US-B Nuevo Ezy
Superior. The Time-compatible solid cleat

connection requires less release force for

easy step-in and step-out. The pedal body

is made of a light, durable plastic, MKS
president Toshiyuki Ogino said.

The M 106 aluminum
dropbar is No. 1 in Japan.
Now, the traditional
components brand Nitto is
showing it here at Taipei.

Nois is presenting
an interesting cargo )
transporter compact
bike. It relies on 20-inch wheels and is
equipped with a rigid frame as well as
arigid rear and (smaller) front carrier.
According to GM Hiroki Nasu, Nois will
offer the frame in three colors.

Otomo has already %o
established a presence )
at the show by winning
a 2015 d&i Gold Award for its mini
MindBike. The MindBike's patented
extruded aluminum frame is assembled
and disassembled only through the use of
simple bolts.

_ linkstation

DOUBLE LOCKING SYSTEM

o g
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With roots in the sheet
metal business, Tech One
introduced the Caracle-S, )
which manager Takeshi
Hisayuki calls “the most compact 20-inch
wheel folding bike in the world.” It folds
in 10 seconds to a size of 65x48x33cm
(26x19x13 inches).

Top makes accessories
including helmets, helmet
and seat covers, bells,
messenger bags and water
bottles. Top supervisor Joe S. Shimamura
said the company, founded in 2013, is
seeking international distributors.

Bicycle accessory maker
Unico owns the Bikeguy
brand for the high-end
market and Bfree for the
masses. The Bikeguy Zipper Light is
Unico’s latest product. Director Hiroyuki
Tatebe said the light, which uses white
LEDs, clips to a jersey zipper or a zipper
on pockets or bags. Q ¢

CUSTOMIZE
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DRIVETRAIN SYSTEMS
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Booth No.

. SHIMANO M0814
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BRAKING SYSTEMS

RACE / TRAIL

Two options, one precise shifting system.
Available in mechanical or Di2, out of the
saddle shifts or finding the perfect gear at
crucial moments is always at your contral,

A TR delivers drivetrain options for your
individual riding style, whether it's 1x11, 2x11
or 3x11, awide-range cassette gives you the
right gear to tackle long climbs or pass your
friends on a technical descent.

With Shimano lce Technologies, XTR Race

& Trail brakes provide confident braking
through high power and superior medulation
to conquer your daily ride with contral,

P B T ENGINEERED FOR THE WAY YOU RIDE.

vislt www.ridextr.com
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seek solutions.

The WFSGI’s Bicycle Committee is
inviting the industry to attend a meeting
today from 10-11:30 a.m. in Room 404 on
the fourth floor of Nangang. The agenda
includes discussions of product piracy
and counterfeiting. The federation will
also discuss the industry’s relationship
with the world cycling federation, the
UCI, including the pressing issues of disc
brakes in the peloton and wheel testing.

“The federation is making progress on
several pre-competitive issues, namely
the cooperation with UCI, the project to
fight counterfeits and brand abuse, and
corporate social responsibility issues,”
Jeroen Snijders Blok, chairman of
the bicycle committee, said yesterday.
Snijders Blok is also COO of the Accell
Group.

Michele Provera of Convey, an Italian
company that takes legal action against
counterfeits, will speak about the group’s
efforts to crack down on piracy and
attempt to provide some perspective on
the scope of the problem. Convey has
tracked down potentially dangerous

LIVE FROM THE SHOW

Today's WFSGI agenda includes
piracy, disc brakes and saddles

Instead of complaining about copycats and the overabundance
of regulations in road cycling, the World Federation of the
Sporting Goods Industry is bringing the industry together to

counterfeits on online platforms
including eBay and Alibaba.

Piracy not only hurts sales and the
reputations of established brands, but can
be dangerous for consumers. A number
of spectacular frame and fork failures
have highlighted the problem, prompting
many in the industry to take action.

Relations with the UCI are another
perennial topic for the federation.

“This cooperation really has been
improving substantially during the last
year, not the least thanks to the work of
UClI’s very open-minded technology and
innovation consultant Dimitris Katsanis,”
Yves Méri, bicycle and communication
manager for the WFSGI, said yesterday.

One of the most pressing issues
regarding the regulation of road bicycles
used in competition is whether, or
when, the UCI will allow disc brakes in
professional road racing.

The federation will update the industry
on the status of disc brakes, and said
tangible results should be coming soon.

Manufacturers of wheels and rims

Get the drop on the
new KS road dropper

People weren't quite as surprised as Rick Taylor thought
they would be when they passed by the Kind Shock booth,
where the company is showing an early version of its
dropper seatpost for road, cyclocross and gravel bikes.

“A lot of people walking by don't
even realize it's a dropper, and that’s
what we wanted,” Taylor said yesterday.

Called the Zeta, the dropper offers
a super-short 25mm (1 inch) drop —
compared with the 65mm and 100mm
drops of the company’s LEV mountain

bike posts. It comes in diameters of 27.2,

30.9 or 31.6. The internally routed Zeta,
which is still in development, will weigh
as much as 60 percent less than the
off-road LEV posts.

“We're definitely
focusing on weight,
because for roadies that's
going to be a huge issue,”
Taylor said.

KS has made its name in the dropper
market for mountain bikes. But Taylor
thinks skinny tire riders will also take
to the concept, although he expects it
will find faster acceptance among the
‘cross and gravel-riding crowd who are
already used to rolling on dirt.

Hardcore roadies who may pay
hundreds of dollars to dial in a fit may
be less interested. Still, Taylor said,
pavement pounders shouldn't overlook
the benefits of an adjustable seatpost.
For example, when cornering, a lower
saddle can help the body find a more
optimal position.

Kind Shock is aiming to have the
Zeta ready for the 2018 OE season, and
as early as next year for the aftermarket.

Designers are still deciding where to
place the actuation lever, and finding a
location that makes sense for all three
riding positions: hoods, drops or bars.

They’re also watching road and
‘cross bike trends, such as the adoption
of electronic shifting and one-by
drivetrains, to see how a dropper post
lever can integrate with that technology.

ONF

have another interest in the federation’s
advocacy work with the UCI. Currently,
all safety and impact testing is required
to be done in a single UCl-approved
laboratory in Belgium. The industry is
pushing to allow manufacturers to test in
multiple locations around the world, and
ideally in the manufacturers’ own testing
labs.

Friday, March 20, 2015
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The federation is also working with the
UCI to loosen the current restrictions on
saddle dimensions. The UCI currently
imposes strict limits on the length, tilt
and setback of saddles.

The federation formed an expert group
at last year’s Eurobike to work with the
UCI on saddle regulations. QLVR

Blue Is no longer
singing the blues

Blue is back — and it's no longer in the red. Blue
Competition Cycles, now called simply Blue Cycles, is
making its Taipei Cycle debut with a huge and stylish booth.

That may be a surprise to many
who have followed its rocky history
and many ownership changes.

Blue now has the backing of a
Taiwan bicycle assembler, Asahi
Enterprises. Asahi is an investor in
Minds Group LLC, which bought
Blue in January 2014. Asahi, based
in Yongkang City in Tainan County,
describes itself as “a boutique

manufacturer of wheeled
products.”

Here at the show, Blue
is launching 12 premium
models for the world market.

“With our exhibition debut at Taipei
Cycle Show we want to show that
Blue is back,” Asian account manager
Emma Lee said.

Blue CEO Steve Harad said the
company has its sights on a global
market.

“We do already some good sales in
Asia as well as in several European
countries. The reason we are here at
Taipei Cycle is that we want to build
up a worldwide distribution network,”
he said.

The product line at the Blue booth is
limited. There’s a fat bike, for example,
but no conventional mountain bikes.

Blue is also showing road, triathlon
and track models, harkening back to
its 12-year history as a road and aero
brand.

Harad said Blue is working on
fleshing out its range.

“There are no mountain bikes
and other bicycles yet. But we are
working on that” Harad said. “We will
definitely have more models in the
future.” QJB
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Seen on Day 2 of Talpel Cycle
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It runs a factory, with 500 employees,
in Tangerang, Indonesia, just west of
Jakarta; two European distribution
centers, one in the Czech Republic and
one in the Netherlands; a service center
in the United States; and an R&D office
in Germany.

In other words, we're talking about
a Taiwan-based company that sells half
of its products in Europe, another 30
percent in Asia and 15 percent in the
United States.

Patrick Pai, the owner of Marwi,
founded a predecessor company in
1983. Called Xerama, the company
produced pedals for OE customers. To
stay competitive in the face of rising labor
costs, Pai went outside of Taiwan for a
new factory.

But while the rest of the bicycle
industry built factories on mainland
China, Pai chose Indonesia and set up a

new factory and headquarters near Dajia.

To cope with rising labor costs and
the scarcity of skilled Taiwanese workers,
Marwi focused on automation.

A set of yellow industrial robots is
hard at work on the factory floor. Dubbed
by Pai as “our most productive workers
and dear friends from Japan,” the robots
perform an intricate choreography and
produce 12,000 pairs of value-oriented
pedals a day.

In another part of the complex, long
shelves are filled with rolls of real and
synthetic leathers and assorted fabrics
to feed Marwi’s production of saddles.
Apart from its own brands, Selle San
Remo, SSR Pro and Union Sport, Marwi

It makes good use of advanced
technologies to develop new saddle
shapes and models, including Finite
Element Analysis to study structural
strength of its designs.

Marwi engineers also use a wired-up
pad with hundreds of sensors that
measure the distribution of loads and
identify potential pressure points.

Marwi shares R&D responsibility
between its Taiwan headquarters and
its German R&D center. In Taiwan, it's
built a TUV-certified quality control and
test lab that can test for European EN

factory there in the early 1990s.

Today, about 500 of Marwi’s 700
employees work in Indonesia. In 1992,
the company launched TiDye titanium
spokes, and in 1994 began making
Nightpro lights.

Pai changed the company’s name to
Marwi in 1998 after merging with Marwi
International of Denmark. One of the
Marwi brands was Union, a company
that made lights, dynamos and hubs
and traced its history back to 1899 in
Germany.

Pai became 100 percent owner of the
Marwi Group in 2005, and added the
Selle San Remo saddle brand that year.
Here at the show, Marwi is launching a
line of premium saddles under the new
Union Sport name.

Rather than moving production out of
Taiwan, Pai followed his corporate motto
to be “ready for the future” and built a

also produces saddles for OE customers.

Friday, March 20, 2015

standards or those that
apply to the Japanese
market.
Marwi offers a
two-year warranty on most products,
and its packaging is in four languages.
Including bar codes make handling easy
for distributors, wholesalers and retailers.
These efforts have been resulted in
a number of awards. Pai is particularly

1ST FLOOR

11014

proud that his company won a prestigious
award from Taiwan’s Ministry of
Economic Affairs for foreign business
success. The Marwi Group was only the
third bicycle company ever to receive the
award. The other two? Giant and Merida
— putting the Marwi Group in pretty
good company. Q1 %o
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Congratulations if you are one of
the few who knew the answer: Hsin
Lung, better known as the HL Corp.
Itis a quiet giant that produces for
many well-known brands, including
its own house brands.

Those house brands include
Zoom and Satori for stems, seatposts
and handlebars. But like an iceberg,
Zoom and Satori are just the visible
tip of a much bigger operation.

“We prefer to be a hidden
champion, and we’d rather not go
into detail regarding the brands
and companies that we produce
products for,” general manager
Steven Liao said. Cameras were
forbidden in the plant.

HL's Taiwan factory, near
Hsinchu, is only one piece of its
operations — and a rather small one
at that with only 70 employees.

In total, HL operates no less than
seven factories — most of them in
China — as well as a sales office and
warehouse in Los Angeles.

Founded more than 40 years
ago, HL now employs more than
8,000 workers.

Jim Liao and his brothers started
HL in Taipei in 1971, later moving
the company to Hsinchu. Because
of growing demand throughout the
1990s, HL expanded into China.

In 2007, it became the first Taiwan
bicycle company to go public in
China. It’s listed on the Shenzhen
Stock Exchange and reported sales
of 1.6 billion RMB ($260 million)
for 2014.

According to Steven Liao, Jim
Liao’s brother, HL has a staggering
35 percent market share for stems,
handlebars and seatposts and more
than 40 percent for forks. The
company also produces wheelchairs,
kickboards and other products.

Taiwan is where the company
manufactures parts for its most
demanding ODM customers and for
its own Satori aftermarket brand.
Satori products are made exclusively
in Taiwan, while its more affordable
Zoom line is made in China.

Apart from forging and
anodizing, all production is done
in-house to help HL keep a tight
rein on quality.

“Other advantages of producing
most things in-house and keeping

E

the production line
short are full flexibility
and fast reaction times.
These are decisive
factors when it comes to satisfying
our customers,” Steven Liao said.

No fewer than eight CNC
machines and six turning machines
are installed in the Hsinchu plant.
They run around the clock during
peak production periods.

HL relies on a mix of automated
processes and manual work for its
products. Liao said the combination
boosts reliability and output.

Steven Liao is also focused on
reducing lead times. HL warehouses
enough raw materials for as many
as 3,000 handlebars, allowing it to
ship orders in as little as two weeks.

For 2016, HL is presenting
several intriguing new products,
some of which it will show in Taipei
under its Satori brand.

Its X-Race Aero road bar comes
with a seven degree backsweep
on the top section and an eight
degree flare in the drops to cater to
comfort-oriented riders.

The Boondocks bar, with a
21-degree flare in the drops, is
made for beach racing, while the
Yukon has an even more extreme
26-degree flare in the drops for
gravel racing and endurance riders.

The Furio Pro Jr drop
bar, available in 32-, 34- and
36-centimeter widths, caters to the
growing market for high-quality
youth road bikes.

Satori has some innovative
stems as well. Its Stealth stems are
3D forged from either 7075 or 6061
alloy and use an internal wedge
for clamping for a clean, integrated
appearance.

One of the company’s best-
selling items is the adjustable Up-2
stem, of which it sells more than
200,000 a year in Europe. The Up-2
is now EN-certified for use on speed
pedelecs.

All of these new products go
to show that, even after 44 years,
Hsin Lung isn’t getting winded. The
company continues to be a crucial
supplier to the bicycle industry
— even if most of what it does is
hidden behind the brand names of
its better-known customers. Q% %o
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Hiding behind this modest entrance,
however, is a large, modern factory that
turns out precision aluminum parts,
primarily headsets, bottom brackets and
pedals. Known for most of its history as
an OE supplier, VP is now moving into
aftermarket products with hubs and

wheels marketed under its Modus brand.

With Western engineers and
designers on the staff along with their
Taiwan counterparts, up-to-date
machinery and factories in three

=

countries, VP Components’ impact on
the industry is far from modest.

Its products cover a huge range of
price points, marketing manager Hugo
Yu said, and its output is mind-boggling:
VP produces 25 million headsets and 25
million pairs of pedals a year.

Only a small number of those —
typically the highest end — come from
its Taiwan factory, which employs about
200. VP has another 2,000 employees
across four factories in China and one
in Vietham. Most of its production is for
OE customers and isn’t sold under VP’s
brand names.

The huge Dajia County factory is
spread over a two buildings that are
grouped around the Ironhill Bike Park,
a beautiful BMX race track adjacent to
several dirt trails.

VP built the public park to encourage
the growth of cycling in Taiwan. It
also serves as a venue for races and
exhibitions.

Riders who use the track may not
realize it, but some of the parts on their
bikes may have come out of these very
buildings, created almost from scratch.

In the first large hall behind Ironhill,
a line of huge machines extrudes
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aluminum rods that will eventually
become headset and bottom bracket
cups or hub shells. All forging and

CNC machining is done on-site, as are
plastic injection molding and die-casting
aluminum. VP even makes the tools for
molding and die-casting.

Yu said 90 percent of the Taiwan
factory’s production is done in-house,
from basic manufacturing steps to
sophisticated surface treatments such as
laser etching, anodizing, barrel finishing
and the application of protective
coatings.

The latter processes are performed
in a second VP factory in Changhua.

To compensate for rising labor costs,
VP factories in Taiwan and China are
heavily automated, with robots feeding
raw materials to many of the machines.

VP produces a wide range of pedals
for all uses and price points, and supplies
some of the biggest bike brands in the
industry.

For sports-oriented riders, VP makes
many platform pedals for BMX and
mountain bikes, and clipless models
for road and mountain bikes. Its top
road bike pedal uses a body of injected
carbon, while its VX mountain bike
series comes with an extra platform or as
a compact cross-country model.

Another interesting niche pedal is
the Blade, a high-performance pedal
for commuting bikes that has a svelte

Friday, March 20, 2015

titanium cage and a
titanium axle and weighs
just 223 grams (7.8
ounces) a pair.

VP has built hubs
for 20 years for several OE customers.
Now, the company aims to sell hubs
and complete wheels under its Modus
aftermarket brand.

The hubs are available either with a
classic flange or in versions for straight-
pull spokes, and come in sizes that even
accommodate fat bikes.

Just like the aluminum rims, the
hubs are made in-house. To push its
aftermarket offerings, VP Components
has redesigned its packaging with a
distinctive black, white and red.

VP founder Victor Lin is in the
process of handing responsibility for the
company to his daughter Eva and son
Isaac. Even though Lin has reduced his
workload by half, he still visits his office
daily.

Eva Lin, who was educated in the
U.K. and the Netherlands, is VP’s head of
sales. Isaac Lin, educated in California,
is in charge of operations.

VP stays on top of trends by relying
on a team of Western designers and
engineers, many from the United States.

“Combining these experts with our
production know-how and industrial
machinery in Asia, VP Components is a
truly global brand,” Yu said. Q3 %o
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The Canadian manufacturer of e-bike systems
and retrofit kits says it has plenty to talk about with
show visitors.

Itis launching a new auto-service feature for its
BionX Bike Interface (BBI) software, the diagnostic
and servicing tool that BionX offers to retailers and
OE partners.

The company is also putting a stake in the
ground in favor of rear hub motors even as the
market rushes to offer mid-drive motor systems.
With its overwhelming success in Europe, Bosch
has been driving a stampede to mid-drive units,
forcing competitors to follow suit.

But not BionX.

“We have been in the market since 2002. We
offer not only the motor but the entire e-bike
kit — motor, battery, console and, of course,
the BBI software,” said Werner Schiller, general
manager of BionX Europe. “Over the years we
did many things right and made a few mistakes.
They are part of the learning curve. What we
offer is the complete system competence.”

BionX now offers a 555 watt-hour battery
pack with a range of up to 135 km (84 miles) to
OE customers.

Its D-Series rear hub motor, first introduced
at Eurobike 2013, is the top of the BionX line
and offers some unusual performance benefits.

Because of its 360mm (14-inch) diameter,
the motor offers a nominal torque of 25 Nm and
a maximum torque of 50 Nm.

“It's based on simple physics: A larger
diameter allows for more torque, while draining
less current from the battery,” Schiller said.

BionX claims the D-Series motor is
better than other rear hub motors for uphill
climbs, while it keeps noise and vibration to
a minimum. The large surface dissipates heat
more efficiently, one of the biggest issues with
rear hub motors.

“The increased surface is better for
eliminating heat buildup. Due to the larger
diameter, the motor needs less current to

— E . ° .

“We want industry and
trade show visitors to test our
system,” sales manager Marco
Klimmt said. “We also want to
establish direct contact with frame builders
and bike producers here.”

Klimmt said the mid-drive Brose motor
is the only such motor made in Germany.
Production started last July.

Two Brose-equipped pedelecs, both
e-mountain bikes from Rotwild, are
available for demos at the ExtraEnergy test
track, on the fourth floor cargo ramp. Q¢

produce torque, which
also makes for less heat,”
the company says.

BionX has also
improved its service and diagnosis
software. The latest version is called
BBI2.

“Our goal is ‘zero part returns,”
Schiller said.

“IBDs don't have to call our service
center as often as before. From now on
they can fix many things by themselves,
not only the battery pack, but motor and
console problems as well,” he said. Q
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The entry level M15 Central Motor combines the quality ride of a bracket
motor with the low price and easy integration of a hub motor — and it's
compatible with coaster brakes. Light at 3.9kg (8.6 Ibs.), it's part of a comple te

TranzX system with display, battery and RPM sensor. It's available in a 250W
and, for the U.S., a 350W version.
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Designed for competitive road
cyclists, Velo’'s new Angel saddles
combine performance with comfort.
A Y-shaped cutout in the shell
distributes pressure and works with
saddle rails and the Arctech rail
mounting system for comfort without
additional padding. The Ride is one
of three Angel models, which include
the top-end Angel Glide.
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Named for the number of victories
Eddy Merckx racked up in his storied
race career, the EMX-525 is very stiff
and light. A unique design, combined
with a special carbon fiber mix,
makes for a frame that barely distorts
or twists, converting virtually all

of a rider’s power into motion with
almost no waste.

The Fat Momma fat tire may look big, but it’s light and has very
low rolling resistance. A ruled consecutive center crown helps with

traction and comfort. Reinforcements
on the tread ensure grip in the
corners and strong braking, while
pipelined diamonds enhance
performance in mud. Available in
size 26x4.0.
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The Padrone Smart and Strada Smart connect with
a smartphone through the CatEye Cycling App.

In Mirror mode, GPS ride data, text messages, call
and email alerts from the phone are displayed on
the Smart screen while the phone stays in sleep

mode in a pocket or saddle bag.
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Affilado, winner
of a 2015 d&i
award and an iF
design award,
turns heads with
a light, one-piece
construction that
melds seatpost
and saddle. A
tuned carbon
saddle shell
offers the right
compliance.

Union Sport, a division of the Marwi
Group, launches a line of premium
saddles for road, cyclocross and cross-
country. The Saale has a long, slightly
scooped deck with a split shell from the
median to the rear. Using Double Pivot
Technology, the saddle positions the sit
bones over a honeycomb lattice, layered
with gel inserts, that conforms to the
rider’s shape and absorbs shocks.

The latest version of the

Aliante, now in its 16th °
year, is Fizik’s lightest

ever. As defined by

Fizik’s Spine Concept, the Aliante is
best suited to powerful, less flexible
“Bull” riders and has a rounded tail
and slimmer nose. The 2015 model
of the flagship Aliante R1 is more
than 30g (1 ounce) lighter than its
precedessor.

- ™ o
Innova, one of the
first manufacturers to
bring fat tires to the
market, introduces
the new Geniss.
Dense central knobs
in the central
crown area
offer easy
rolling and a
comfortable
ride. The
tread shoulder
area has
loose knobs
for traction
in cornering
and steady
handling.
Avaiable in
four sizes.
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Crops’ upgraded security system is an
anti-theft alarm system that provides
an unprecedented sense of security. It
is compatible with the Crops K4 series
locks, available separately.

© 60 060 00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000e00eo0

© 6 0 0 0000600600600 00600600006000000000000000000000000o0

@0 0000000000000 00000000000 00




[
Friday, March 20, 2015 R 17

e e 00 0000000000000 000000 00

P ( X J -
Z e o 4TH FLOOR

N0619

4TH FLOOR

" . N1328

(1 J
4TH FLOOR

LO719A

For 2016, BionX offers a multifunction remote e-bike
controller that optionally works as a stand-alone

remote without the display. The rider can control

all basic functions from the remote, such as assistance
level, power, and lights. The controller also works with ¢ an
optional BionX smartphone app for iPhone and Androidd.
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PowerTap
;I]'_hise COITfOIr‘t i;tjort zu_nglanes gr;e t is about to
The Spartan Carbon made quite an Igh quality, light, and impact resistan become the
entry last year on the Enduro World and offer UV 400 protection. They only cycling

incorporate a polycarbonate frame and

power meter
lenses.

brand to offer

a portfolio of

power meters for multiple locations on
the bike. The new PowerTap P1 pedal
offers accuracy to within 1.5 percent

in a simple, versatile design that
eliminates “plug in” accessories. It is
compatible with ANT+ and BLE devices
and doesn’t need calibration.

Series, as Damien Oton rode it to a
second-place finish. Spartan rolls
in on a full-suspension 27.5-inch
Split Pivot design and is available
in aluminum or carbon (shown).
The Spartan offers 165mm rear and
160mm fork travel. Spartan DMC-G
carbon frames feature Devinci's
advanced EPS Molding.
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The Stemlock is the first lock to be
integrated into a multifunctional
stem. With one turn of a key, the
handlebar is disengaged from the
fork, so the bike cannot be ridden.
The Stemlock liberates cyclists from
heavy, clunky U-locks or chains.

© © 0 0 0 0 0 0000000000000 000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000
© © 0 0 0 0 0000000000000 000000000 00000000000 0000000000000 000 o

0 0 0 0000000000000 00000000000000 00
© 0000000000000 00000000000000000 ce

@00 0000000000000 000000000 00




18 Taipei Show Daily Friday, March 20, 2015

4TH FLOOR 6TH FLOOR

S0015

™ » €¢
€‘

eBike Tuner is a navigation and e-bike battery management
software from GPS Tuner. Its new “Gear Recommendation”
feature helps the e-bike optimize engine power and battery

performance while the cyclist can stay in the zone without

unnecessary energy loss. On steep uphills or downhills,
Gear Recommendation suggests the optimal gear.
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NuVinci’'s new N330 continuously
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The Chainglider, for e-bikes with
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The Eeklo70 is Eddy Merckx’s first
cyclocross bike. It is sturdy but well
balanced, and tuned to the needs of
cyclists who seek adventure far from
the beaten paths.
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Cardiosport, a brand of Healthcare
Technology Ltd., launches the Duplex,
a dual Bluetooth and ANT+ heart rate
transmitter. The Duplex weighs half an
ounce (13 grams) but incorporates the
newest 32-bit ARM Cortex processor. It
transmits heart rate data to smartphone
apps, bike computer watches and

other devices, yet still manages 900
hours of life from one coin-sized
battery.
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the newest Bosch mid-drive motors,
protects components and clothing. The
front part is available in two lengths
and provides an offset sprocket that

The Chainglider also fits three types of
rear internal gear hubs: most Shimano

variable transmission is an affordable
counterpart to the N360. It offers a 330
percent ratio and works with e-bikes and
pedelecs with motors of up to 250 watts.
NuVinci pairs the N330 with the new C3
controller, which does not use a display
but is based on the same technology as

replaces the Bosch 18-tooth sprocket.

Nexus and Alfine hubs, and the NuVinci’'s
NuVinci N360. existing
twist
shifter.
16 ~
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The compact, eco-friendly and

rechargeable Super Lava emits a beam of up to 300
lumens. It shares the same exterior design as Infini's
best-selling Lava, with an alloy light cap that efficiently
disperses heat. An optical lens enhances side visibility,
and a low battery indicator lets riders change the
lighting mode to save power. The Super Lava is water-
resistant and mounts on a handlebar or a helmet.
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The One is Bobike’s trendiest baby seat, with

fashionable color options. It's available in

Mini and Maxi versions. The Maxi version fits frame

and carrier mounting systems and incorporates a rear

reflector. The carrier model fits all e-bikes, and attaches

in seconds.
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Super B’s wheel truing stand is
simple, lightweight and portable

— perfect for home mechanics

and mobile workshops. Open the
frame, fold out the gauges and
mount the wheel. Flip-able holders
and an adjustable precision caliper
accommodate front and rear wheels
for accurate truing. Winner of a 2015
Taipei Cycle d&I award.
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Winride’s next generation toolkit
integrates a cyclist’s three most
important tools — a multitool,

chain breaker and CO2 inflator —

into one of the smallest packages

on the market. Made with Winride's
exclusive forming technology and

chrome coating, the result is a light,
compact and durable tool that resists rust.
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The detachable CO2 inflator fits a 169 cartridge.

4F EXTRAENERGY
TEST TRACK

The heart of the Brose e-Bike System
is the Brose drive unit, which offers
maximum torque of 90 Nm but weighs
only 3.4 kg (7.5 Ibs). The motor uses
light, high-tensile materials, so e-bike
manufacturers can create bikes with
ideal geometries, balanced weight

and agile performance. The compact
engine has a flexible mounting

position that adapts to many frame
designs. The engine is nearly noiseless
and vibration-free.

Vi Pe%

Quarg's ELSA RS is a performance
power meter for Shimano-equipped
bikes. It accommodates Shimano’s
4-arm Hollowglide chainrings. The
spider houses integrated electronics,
a CR2032 battery, LED indicator and
a visible ANT+ ID.
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Velocite's Venn
Rev 35 wheels use
the industry’s first
automated filament-
wound rims. Other
carbon rims are laid up by hand, but
the Venn Rev 35 rim layup is completed
by a filament winding machine

that uses

continuous

carbon fiber

tow and

advanced

resins, reducing

manufacturing

errors.
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Crafted from 7075 aluminum, the
redesigned Service Course SL stem has
best-in-class stiffness of 1.85 grams

per newton meter for no-flex sprints

and accelerations. The stem comes in
plus or minus 6-degree and 17-degree
angles, and in seven lengths from 70

to 130mm. The 6-degree stem is also
available in a 140mm length.
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With a built-in memory, the Tickr X
lets users train without a smartphone.
It captures heart rate, calorie burn,
and duration data from workouts and
syncs them later to an iOS or Android
smartphone. The Tickr X is compatible
with most fitness apps, including the
Wahoo Fitness App for indoor cycling

cadence.
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The Rapid X2 takes everything good about the
Rapid X and doubles it. Surface-emitting LED strips
wrapped in CatEye lenses pumps out 50 lumens for
day and night safety. The Rapid mini, meanwhile,
weighs only 21.5g (0.76 ounces). They both are USB
rechargeable and offer six or four light modes.
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Full Tech’s carbon
wheel is made with
carbon spokes. The
feathery light spokes
weigh only 4g (0.14 ounces) each

but have a tensile strength that is 50
percent stronger than metal spokes, so
they can withstand more pull strength
during assembly

— and users can

easily replace

them as needed.

An aerodynamic

cross section

Beto’s patented
pump head easily
attached and
detaches from the
valve without a lever.
The hammerhead-
style dual head

fits Schrader and
Presta valves, and
its T-handle folds for
snug storage.

PowerTap’s C1 chainrings seamlessly fit existing 110 BCD, 5-bolt crarnksets.
Users get dual-sided measurements for the price of a single-sided power
meter. Dual ANT+ and Bluetooth SMART connectivity and over-the-air
firmware updates always keep the C1 up to date. It has the same 1.5 percent
accuracy of all PowerTap power meters.
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* For DT Swiss, everything revolves . Sun Race offers new 10- and 11-speed

+around hubs with SINC (silicon : cassettes with a wide range of 11-42T and

¢ nitride) ceramic ball bearings. The . 11-40T. The cassettes are available in black

* new ceramic bearings are available . chrome, champagne, and ED black sprocket

. insix versions as upgrade kits for : finishes. The 42'I_' and 40T come in 7075

*  high-end wheelsets and hubs. . alloy or steel, while the spider, spacers and

+  SINC ceramic bearings are planed, & lockring are aluminum.

. engineered and tested by DT Swiss ~ *

. and made with absolute precision. .
: . With its carbon frame, Infinite’s ¢ - €

. . high-performance 650B cross- y ~ ™ .

: « country mountain bike weighs just f. - S

M . 8.8kg (19.4 Ibs) complete. The Inverse o

. . Team LT uses Marzocchi's new 327 Beto’s dual-function IS f S —e

N « LCR carbon fork and is equipped minipup switches

. . with a SRAM X1 11-speed drivetrain. between high

. ¢ An American Classic MTB Race pressure for gas -

: . wheelset combined with Schwalbe shocks and lower

. . Racine Ralph Evo tubeless-ready tires pressure for tires. With 46 years of bicycle chain

. + offer fast-rolling riding. It's capable of experience, Taya knows how to protect
ceeceecccccsccesssses s s e e e reaching 300 psi, against extreme weather. With the

é.. o o %0.

With a depth of 60mm and a width

of 27.8mm. Full Tech’s wide clincher
rim has increased torsion for better
cornering. A new profile design
enhances the rim’'s aerodynamics. An
extended profile shape benefits the
rim’s suspension performance.

with a bleeder valve
for fine tuning.

The metal head fits
Schrader and has a
Presta adapter. The
precision gauge is
an easy-to-read 1.5
inches wide.
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boom in fat bikes and cruisers, Taya
presents bicycle parts and hardware
that use its automotive-certified GST
anti-rust treatment that offer strength
and durability while protecting against
corrosion and rust.
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TaiSPO 2015 Events

Taipei World Trade Center
Exhibition Hall 1 & 3

Friday, March 20

2 - 4 p.m.: Explore Online Business
Opportunities in Sporting Goods
and Cycle Products (Chinese only)
2F

Conference Room 4

TWTC Exhibition Hall 1

10:30 - 10:50 a.m.

New product launch: In-Trust
Technology

Hall 1, 1F

A0113

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.

New product launch: Glory Fitness
Hall 3

G0202

2-2:20 p.m.

New product launch: Well-Day
International

Hall 1, 1F

A1012

2:30-2:50 p.m.

New product launch: Holiway
Creation Leisure

Hall 1,1 F

A1205a

3-3:20 p.m.

New product launch: Hermes Clues
Industries

Hall 1, 1F

D0215a

3:30 - 3:50 p.m.

New product launch: City Bright
Hall 3

G0761

4-4:20 p.m.

New product launch: A.Myzone
Int’l

Hall 1, 1F

Al123a

5-5:10 p.m.
New Product Release and Lucky
Draw

Free Shuttle Service
TWTC Exhibition Hall 1 to /

from TWTC Nangang Exhibition Hall
(round-trip)

Friday, March 20, 2015

L

TaiSPO

Taipei Int’l Sporting Goods Show
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Jiao Hsiung is pumped up about new factory

Jiao Hsiung Industry, which specializes in pumps for sports
balls, expects to boost capacity by 2016 after moving last year

to a new factory in New Taipei City.

“The target is to increase the capacity
to about two million pieces per month,”
said Vincent Yang, sales manager at Jiao
Hsiung.

Jiao Hsiung makes about 450,000
plastic one-way pumps and a similar
number of dual action pumps a month,
as well as 150,000 aluminum dual action
pumps.

At more than 9,000 square meters
(96,875 square feet), the new building
is three times the size of the previous
factory, also in New Taipei City. The
company has long manufactured its
products in Taiwan.

Apart from production lines, the new
building features a development center,
testing center and corporate offices. The
pumps specialist has such specialized
equipment as ultrasonic welding
machines, spin welding, laser marking

and 23 sets of injection
molding machines that
produce about 50 million
pieces of injection parts
every month for its pumps.
Jeff Wu, who founded Jiao
Hsiung in 1993 and serves
as CEO, said yesterday that
the company needed a new
factory to support its steadily
expanding product range.
“At the beginning we
only made pumps. Now we
make many more products
requested by our customers.
We act a little like a trading
company,” Wu said yesterday.

Jiao Hsiung also makes coaching
boards, scoreboards and folding bottle
carriers. Jiao Hsiung outsources only the
production of a few textile-based items.

Jiao Hsiung says sales have risen
consistently, to $12 million in 2014 from
$6.5 million in 2010.

About half of its sales are in the
Americas, compared with 27 percent in
Europe and 21 percent in Asia, outside of
Taiwan and mainland China.

Jiao Hsiung’s list of customers reads
almost like a global directory of ball
sports specialists, from Mikasa and
Wilson to Uhlsport and Penalty.

It also includes major retailers such
as Oxylane, which owns the Décathlon
chain.

Driving demand are such products as
a dual action pump with an integrated

Neotex adds Sponprene to
Its line of neoprene goods

The “neo” in Neotex stands for neoprene. Neotex Union
Industries has long specialized in the rubber-based material,
initially selling sheets and then finished products.

Starting this year, the company has
also started selling products that are
made from a more breathable product
called Sponprene.

“We started selling finished
neoprene products about three to four
years back but then we realized that
neoprene is not actually very breathable.
You'll sweat a lot and it becomes
uncomfortable,” said Joy Chung,
international sales representative at
Neotex. “So we decided to develop our
own material, which is breathable but
still stretchable.”

Neotex began spreading the word
about Sponprene last year. This year

it launched
Sponprene
products including
braces for wrists,
knees, elbows,
ankles and back. The products are made
at its own factory in Tainan, which
employs 25.

Owned by Jack Wu, Neotex was
established in 1989. It previously
focused on OEM production but is
increasingly offering its own designs.
Neotex has customers in Europe and the
United States as well as China and other
Asian countries.

Wu said that that Sponprene is
about 20 percent more expensive than
neoprene. The material is based on PU,
which is mixed with other chemicals to
produce a foam.

Neotex is exhibiting in the DiwaS
section of TaiSPO because it also sells
a range of water sports products,
including neoprene diving suits and
swim training jackets. Another part of
the range consists of cycling jerseys,
windproof jackets and sports fashion
shirts. QBS
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gauge that the company is launching this
year.
“It has an easy release function and
a gauge that is installed directly into
the pump,” Yang said. The pump has a

maximum pressure of
90 psi (6.2 bar), and
may be used for balls
or for bicycles. QBS
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JKexer offers the same
features at lower prices

By cutting the cost of components in its home fitness
products, JKexer has lowered prices on some secondary
lines while still offering made-in-Taiwan quality.

It's showing two value-priced
treadmill ranges at its TaiSPO booth.
The new lines cost 8 to 10 percent less
than previous treadmills that offered
similar features.

“Customers in quite a few countries
are affected by the price of oil that is
going down, currency depreciation
and lower purchasing power. They are
trying to find cheaper alternatives but
still want Taiwanese products,” said
Loopy Lin, executive director of Jih
Kao Enterprise, the parent company of
JKexer.

Economic pressures are particularly

noticeable in Iran and Russia, countries
where JKexer has a strong customer
base. Meanwhile, the company has
expanded in Asian
countries including
the Philippines,
Vietnam and
Malaysia.

Jih Kao is responding to increasing
price pressure by developing more
commercial fitness products and
decreasing its reliance on the home
market.

“This is where we will have to invest
in the coming years,” Lin said. “So far,
home equipment makes up about 80
percent of our sales against 20 percent
for commercial products, but we would
like the split to be even.”

The company is teaming with
partners to add up-to-date electronic
functions to its equipment.

The Taipei company has been ahead
of many other Taiwan manufacturers
in developing its own brand. It may
expand its Taoyuan factory as it
broadens its product offerings.

Most of Jih Kao’s products are sold
under its JKexer brand, with less than
10 percent for OEM orders. QBS
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Eva’s sunglasses are so light they float

Eva Optiks’ range of sports sunglasses is wide enough to fill
entire walls. This year the company is adding a patented line
of watersports glasses that are so light they float.

The glasses are made with TPX
Polymethylpentene, also used for
medical and laboratory equipment.

“The density is lighter than water,”
said Anne Hung, sales representative
at Eva Optiks. “So when you are active
in the water, for example waterskiing
or fishing, you won't lose your glasses.”
The company said it obtained a U.S.
patent last month for the glasses. The
material’'s low density means the
sunglasses weigh only about 0.5 ounces

yet remain flexible
and durable.

Established by
Basil Lin in 1991,
Eva Optiks is a specialist in sports
eyewear production and employs about
700 people.

Eva Optiks has made sunglasses
for years and supplies large retailers
including Walmart, Carrefour and
Sears, and fashion retailers including
Forever 21.

It makes more technical products for
companies including Adidas and Julbo,
the French brand that specializes in
sports eyewear and goggles for winter
sports and mountaineering.

Based in Kaohsiung, Eva Optiks
makes most of its products at a factory
in Fuding, in the Fujian province of
mainland China.

The Fuding plant, Fox Optics, has
a capacity of more than one million
units a month. Eva Optiks opened the
factory, at a reported cost of $8 million,
in 2006 to maintain a tighter grip on its
supply chain. QBS
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TalSPO considers moving show to May

TaiSPO organizers will consider changing the dates and
positioning of the show, after seeing a marked rise in the
number of domestic visitors over the last two years.

This year's TaiSPO was fully booked
with a record 1,800 booths. Opening
day attendance from domestic buyers
was up by nearly 25 percent, while the
number of overseas visitors dwindled by
5.5 percent.

Jilly Lai, the TAITRA team manager
for TaiSPO and Taipei Cycle, said the shift
may partly be due to this year’s good
weather. But she believes it also reflects
broader changes in the sporting goods
industry and in the show’s purpose.

“It means that [the exhibitors]
recognize this show maybe for a different
purpose. This is the place they have

chosen to ask their Asian dealers to
come,” Lai said yesterday.

This may be especially true for fitness
equipment suppliers, who use TaiSPO as
an inexpensive way of displaying a wide
range of products in Taipei.

Lai said TAITRA will survey exhibitors
about future show dates. Any change
is unlikely to occur next year, but
organizers are asking about shifting
TaiSPO to May, once the second hall at
the Nangang Exhibition Center is open.
Construction is scheduled for completion
in late 2017.

“The demand for bicycles will probably

pretty much take up Halls 1 and 2,” Lai
said. Because TaiSPQO's existing venue,
the TWTC, is already full, “there is no
space for growth for TaiSPO.”

Although TaiSPO'’s waiting list is
not nearly as long as that for Taipei
Cycle, organizers had to turn down late
applicants this year.

Lai noted that TaiSPO benefits from
running concurrently with Taipei Cycle.
A third of TaiSPQO'’s opening day visitors
came from the cycle show. Lai also noted
that both industries are moving in similar
directions with a bigger emphasis on
health.

However, she added, TaiSPO’s March
dates are often uncomfortably close to
those of the IHRSA Convention, which
took place last week in Los Angeles. This
is an issue for fitness equipment makers,
who take up 60 percent of the floor space
at TaiSPO.

Next year's TaiSPO is still scheduled
for March 2 to 5, the same as Taipei
Cycle. As reported in yesterday’s Show
Daily, Taipei Cycle adjusted its dates to
align with Velo-City Global 2016, a major
cycling conference that will take place in
Taipei.

TaiSPO is held jointly with the
Taiwan International Diving and Water
Sports Show (DiWaS) and the Taipei
International Sports Textile & Accessory
Expo (SpoMODE), which specializes in
sportswear, functional fabrics, innovative
sports accessories and textile accessories.
QBS
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Shhh....

FBI is top
secret

You won't find a picture
with this story, because

a Diamond Efficiency
employee stands watch at
the company’s booth to
ensure that visitors respect
the “no photo” signs.

In fact, the product is so secret it's
called FBI.

Unlike the “other” FBI, this
abbreviation stands for “Fit Body
Intelligent,” a product that should
hit the market next year. Users stand
in between two identical, movable
devices and exercise their arms and
thighs.

“It's mostly for female users, to
help remove arm flab and to tighten
the backside,” said Herman Shu,
owner of Diamond Efficiency.

Diamond Efficiency, which
specializes in action sports, also offers
a colorful range of skate and wave
boards with special designs. Most
are two- and three-wheel boards
marketed under the Holiway brand.
Unlike other boards, these are made
from injected plastic at the company’s
Taichung factory — the same place the
top-secret FBI will be manufactured.
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Get the TaiSPO app

Use this QR code to download the TaiSH
app and have the information you need
at your fingertips. Access the floor plan,
exhibitor list, show schedule, transport,
product highlights, and more!
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But some suppliers won't be satisfied
until every piece of sports equipment has
some electronic function.

Wearable technology spans the
spectrum of sports, from smart watches
for golfers to buzzing insoles for runners.
There’s no shortage of new gear here at
TaiSPO, as many exhibitors are displaying
any number of smart accessories, and
even “connected” garments that provide
light and heat.

But exhibitors like Alatech, Egoman,
CBright, AFC and their Taiwan peers
have a lot of deep-pocketed competitors
to contend with. Samsung, LG and
Motorola are offering electronic gadgets
for sports that can be used in apparel or
footwear.

And the biggest kahuna of all, Apple,
is about to begin sales of its Apple Watch
in April, featuring many built-in health
and fitness applications. Analysts expect
Apple to sell between 30 million and 40
million units in its first year.

Fortunately, the wearable technology
market is big and expected to get bigger.

Deloitte predicted last year that
2014 sales of smart watches, fitness and
activity tracking bands, smart glasses and

This year, Alatech is showing a heart
rate monitor and a cycling speed and
cadence sensor that combine Bluetooth
Smart and ANT+ connectivity.

“That means you can use them with
cycling computers like Garmin and iOS
smartphone cycling apps,” said Irene
Lee, sales director at Alatech.

Alatech has other advanced products
in the works, Lee said.

“This year we are thinking about
developing a watch that would be
smarter, so that you don’t have to wear a
heart belt to measure your heart rate and
get the information displayed,” Lee said.

Alatech is also researching optics.
Smart glasses were a fad, with the hoopla
over the recently cancelled Google Glass,
but Alatech officials say their research
is focused more on performance. Any
device it comes up with will be intended
for athletes who want to measure all
aspects of their performance.

Alatech has already made a name
for itself in wearable technology with

other wearable tech would total about 10
million devices, or about $3 billion.

The report predicted sales of four
million fitness bands at an average
price of $140, and two million smart
watches at an average price of $200. (And
remember, these are pre-Apple Watch
numbers.)

Another sign of the growing
importance of smart sports gadgets is the
price that companies are willing to pay to
get into the market.

Under Armour, the fast-growing
American sports apparel and footwear
brand, recently paid $475 million to
buy MyFitnessPal, which has about 80
million members, most of them in the
United States; and another $85 million
for Endomondo, a Danish fitness tracking
platform whose 20 million members are
mostly European.

In December 2013, Under Armour
snapped up MapMyFitness, with 20
million registered users.

That means Under Armour has
acquired as many as 120 million users
to whom it can market its wearable
technologies and promote its brand.
Under Armour currently sells the
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its Bluetooth-enabled
devices for runners,
cyclists and other
athletes.

The Alatech Runaid 10 is a popular
runner’s smartwatch that can display
information from a smartphone, or
interface with other sensors.

Its Cyclaid 10 cycling monitor fits
on the handlebar and connects with
cadence and speed sensors. Like the
Runaid 10, the Cyclaid 10 can display
information from a favorite cycling
app on a smartphone, while the phone
remains safely tucked away in a jersey
pocket.

Alatech offers a free app, ALA
Coach+, that records training sessions
on a smartphone or tablet. The company
recently updated the app so it is
compatible with Android as well as iOS
devices.

Alatech’s product line also includes a
music player that uses Bluetooth Smart
to connect with cycling sensors, heart
rate monitors, or foot pods attached to
shoelaces. Worn in an arm strap, the
device provides real-time feedback to the
user.

It also has a USB port so that
data from a training session can be
downloaded for later analysis. QBS

“We are specialized in small
electronic products for sports, and
last year we started making wearable
devices. This is clearly a growing
market for us,” marketing manager
Andy Chu said.

With offices in Taiwan and
China, Egoman makes a range of
uncomplicated, wearable sports
devices for OEM customers,
including retailers Décathlon and
Carrefour.

Egoman’s line includes a
wearable, Bluetooth-enabled device
that measures time, distance, steps
and calories burned and uses an app
to connect to a smartphone.

Armour39 chest strap and module that
connect with a smartphone, and with its
Armour39 watch.

The NPD Group recently estimated
that 10 percent of U.S. adults own a

The Taiwan
company, also called
CBright, previously
specialized in
batteries, but two years ago began
developing a heating system that could
be controlled with a smartphone app.
The first-time TaiSPO exhibitor is
showing a prototype at its booth.

“The control contains the battery
but the most important part is the
app,” said Nicole Su, a saleswoman at
CBright. “We have just finished it and
the full product should be ready before
the end of the year.”

Su said the heating system has three
components.

One is the heating element, which
is built into a jacket, ear muff, vest
or other garment. The second is a
controller that connects to the heating
element through a cable, and the third
is the smartphone app. The controller
connects wirelessly to the smartphone
with a Bluetooth connection.

CITY BRIGHT
TWTC HALL 3
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A waterproof
music player can
be used while
swimming, and it
records distance while playing music.

New from Egoman is an activity-
tracking bracelet. OBS
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fitness tracker, such as the Nike Fuel band
or the Fitbit, while 2 percent own a smart
watch.

The opportunities are enough to make
a CEO’s heart beat faster.QBS

The battery lasts for about two hours
at the highest setting, which warms
wearers to 45 degrees Celsius (113
degrees Fahrenheit), and six hours at
its lowest setting. It recharges in about
two hours.

Su said the system is best suited
to winter sports activities. CBright
is working on other devices, such as
heated pads to relieve knee pain.

The Asiatic Fiber

. AFC
Corporation has for TWTC HALL 3
several years offered a A0204

system that uses battery

power to heat apparel.

This year it’s offering a heated vest with
upgraded performance.

“The vest is even lighter and the
battery lasts longer,” said Nicky Hou,
area managing director at AFC.

AFC is also using electronics to add
LED light strips to textiles. The strip
can be used for running and cycling
jerseys and vests or sleeping bags and
backpacks.

AFC sells the materials and the
system, instead of the finished products.
Its LEDs can survive repeated washings,
and their flexible strips bend and fold
easily.

Simon Chen, owner and general
manager, founded AFC four decades
ago. About 20 percent of its sales comes
from sports and outdoor products, and
the rest from textiles for clean rooms,
operating rooms and other specialized
uses. QBS
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TSMA sees bright prospects

IN Talwan’s own

Instead of going halfway around the world, Taiwan’s sporting
goods industry is looking closer to home for growth: Southeast
Asia, where many countries are enjoying torrid economies.

In June, officials from half a dozen
sporting goods companies will visit
Singapore and Indonesia to scout out
export prospects. The Taiwan Sporting
Goods Manufacturers Association
is sponsoring the Indonesian part of
the trip. The Commerce Development
Research Institute, an arm of Taiwan’s
Ministry of Economic Affairs, is also a
sponor of the initiative.

TSMA will underwrite 70 percent of
the costs, so participants will have to
spend only about $2,000, not including
travel expenses.

“Some of our smaller and medium-
sized members may not have sufficient
financial resources or manpower to
explore these markets,” said Catherine
Wang, president of the TSMA. “This is an
important move to help these companies
build up their brands.”

She added, “A lot of work has already
been done to make production efficient
and to develop products with more
added value. The time has come to put
more focus on marketing our branded
products.”

Singapore, which is striving to
establish itself as a regional hub for the
sports industry, is an obvious choice. But
Taiwan manufacturers also are eyeing
markets from Indonesia to Vietnam and
the Philippines.

“A few years ago we thought that they
were not so suitable for our products, but
this has changed with their fast economic
development,” said Paul Yang, vice
president of Conti, which produces balls
for team sports such as basketball, soccer
and volleyball.

Conti is participating in the trip
along with Double Hero, which makes
sunglasses; Neotex, which manufactures
sports apparel; and Sun Own, which
owns the Atunas brand of yoga mats and
neoprene products.

Wang said smaller Taiwanese brands
should get a head start in emerging

Southeast Asian markets so they have
time to build their reputations.

James Chen, chairman of Sunny
Industrial Engineering, is helping
the TSMA launch its Southeast Asian
initiative. Chen has contacts in the region
because his company, which makes water
sports products, has a factory in Vietnam.

“There is a lot of potential for
Taiwanese companies because the level
of income in Southeast Asia is increasing
and business is going well. That means
there are many rich families and
high-end, quality products are popular,”
Chen said. “Taiwanese companies often
offer good quality at medium prices,
which gives them an advantage in these
countries.”

Chen heads an ASEAN (Association
of Southeast Asian Nations) committee
created last year by the TSMA.

He has an ear to the ground in Vietnam
because he is chairman of the business
facilitation committee for Taiwan’'s
Chamber of Commerce in Vietnam and
belongs to the Vietnam Business Forum,
which represents foreign investors before
the Vietnamese government.

Favorable trade developments also
make Southeast Asia attractive.

The 10 ASEAN countries have
eliminated tariffs on nearly all imports,
and are becoming more tight-knit
through the creation of the ASEAN
“Economic Community,” which is
intended to foster closer business and
trading ties between member countries.

Recently, ASEAN has sealed free trade
pacts with several Asia-Pacific countries
including China, South Korea, India,
Australia and New Zealand.

Taiwan inked a far-reaching free trade
pact with Singapore in November 2013. It
was the first of its kind between Taiwan
and a Southeast Asian country and has
fueled hopes of other pacts.

Chen urged Taiwan’s sporting goods
companies to explore these markets

without delay.

“Singapore is a nice location to start
with, and then each of the countries
should be approached separately.

It's not easy because there are lots of
different languages and cultures in

neighborhood

these countries, and they all have their
different distribution structures. | learned
that from my own business,” Chen said.
“But it's important to get in and establish
your distribution right now, not ten years
later.” QBS

Sporting goods exports
enjoy a banner 2014

Bolstered by double-digit
increases from sales of
fitness equipment and water
sports products, Taiwan’s
sporting goods exports
enjoyed a robust 2014.

Exports rose 6.5 percent to the
equivalent of $1.785 billion.

Fitness equipment accounted for
$760.1 million of the total, up 11
percent from 2013. It was the highest
percentage increase for the category
since a sharp recovery in 2010.

Exports of water sports equipment
rose 11.3 percent to $76.3 million.
Racquet sports also were healthy, with
exports rising by 10.2 percent.

Two other important categories,

golfing and outdoor equipment, saw
moderate growth. Exports of golf
equipment rose 1.3 percent to $371.5
million, while outdoor gear exports
were up by 3.8 percent to $285.6
million.

The United States is the largest
market by far for Taiwan’s sporting
goods industry. Exports to the U.S. rose
6.5 percent to $656.8 million.

Taiwan manufacturers also saw
ample gains to the large European
export market, led by the United
Kingdom and Germany. Sales to
mainland China advanced by a lesser
3.2 percent to $181.7 million.

Meanwhile, imports of Chinese
sporting goods jumped by 14.4 percent
to $358.7 million. QBS
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shows with 1 advertising buy
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