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LIVE FROM THE SHOW

All events are at the Nangang 
Exhibition Hall unless otherwise 
noted

GENERAL SHOW 
INFORMATION

Taipei Cycle Show
Hours: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Venues: Nangang Exhibition Hall 
and Taipei World Trade Center 
(TWTC) Hall 1, 2nd Floor.
Held in association with the Taipei 
International Sporting Goods 
Show (TaiSPO), Taipei International 
Sports Textile & Accessory 
Expo (SPOMODE) and Taiwan 
International Diving and Water 
Sports Show (DiWaS) at the TWTC.

ALL DAY

8:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Taipei Power Forum / Electric 
Two-Wheeler Symposium
4F

Conference Room 401
Agenda: www.tpf.itri.org.tw/
agenda-e.html

9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
LEV Test & Drive
ExtraEnergy
4F
Cargo Ramp 

9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Asian Cycling Forum
Chang Yung-Fa Foundation
10th Floor 
No. 11 Zongshan S. Road
MRT Stop: NTU Hospital Station 
(Line 2)
www.asiancyclingforum2015.com.
tw/en

EVENTS

9:30 a.m. – 12 noon
The Bicycle Innovative Services 
and Creative Business Planning 
Competition Award Ceremony 
and Presentation

4F
Conference Room 402

10 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Taipei Cycle Meet and Pitch Day
Technology Session
Presentations by First Components, 
O-Ta Precision, Kind Shock and 
Tribull
4F
R455 Buyer's Lounge

11 a.m. – 12 noon
Taipei Cycle Meet and Pitch Day
Innovation Session
Presentations by Soosi Flinger, Taya 
Chain, Joy Industrial, Avola and Sun 
Chang
4F
R455 Buyer's Lounge

1:10-4:30 p.m.
Electric Bicycles Seminars 
& ExtraEnergy Test Reward 
Ceremony
4F
Conference Room 402

5:30 p.m.
Tern Social Ride
Take an easy 15km (9 mile) ride 
down the riverside bikeway to the 
Three Lions Inn, an English-style 
pub and restaurant. Bring your own 
bike and helmet. 
Outdoor Demo Area
Tent T0022

6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
LEVA Networking Dinner
Royal Host
No. 66-1
Jingmao 2nd Rd.
(Across from Nangang Exhibition 
Center)
Visit www.levassociation.com/
calendar to register

Are you putting on an event you’d 
like to list in tomorrow’s Taipei Show 
Daily? Email your information to us 
by 2 p.m. at TaipeiShowDaily@gmail.
com. Include the event time, booth 
number/location and your contact 
information.

What's on today Thursday, March 19

Through a translator, Ma spoke of 
Taipei Cycle’s stature as one of the most 
important buying platforms in the world, 
given the island’s current ranking as the 
No. 2 exporter of bikes and the No. 4 bike 
manufacturer. 

“In 2012, we officially signed the ECFA 
(Economic Cooperation Framework 
Agreement). With bikes on the early 
harvest list, complete bike exports have 
grown 12-fold. It’s [had] really great and 
positive momentum under that,” Ma said. 

The ECFA is a controversial trade pact 
that reduced tariffs on products bound for 

Mainland China. The “early harvest” list 
refers to products that received priority 
for the tariff reductions.

“Some people might say the ECFA is 
serving only big enterprises, but that’s 
not true,” he added. “Values of over 50 
percent are from small and medium 
enterprises.” 

Ma, who described taking a 12-hour 
ride on a “very old bike” around northern 
Taipei when he was in high school, 
lauded the growth of cycling routes in 
Taiwan. The island nation is expected to 
have 4,700km (2,920 miles) of cycling 

routes this year.
This isn’t the first time Ma, a former 

Taipei mayor, has appeared at Taipei 
Cycle. He also opened the 2012 show 
during a re-election campaign.

Although Ma currently has low 
approval ratings in Taiwan, the cycling 
industry has embraced him and his 
pro-trade stance.

Tony Lo, president of the Taiwan 
Bicycle Association and CEO of Giant 
Bicycles, also spoke briefly at the opening 
ceremony. 

He emphasized Taiwan’s progression 
from a cycling “desert” a decade ago to its 
current status as a bicycle “kingdom.”

Taiwan’s cycling credentials will 
receive a further boost next year when 
Taipei hosts Velo-city Global 2016. 
The conference will bring leading 
transportation planners, economists, 
health experts, cycling advocates, cycle 
tourism promoters and politicians 
together from all over the world. (See 

related stories on page 18.)
Lo said Taipei Cycle will move its dates 

earlier next year, to March 2-5, to align 
with the Velo-city dates. 

“Taipei Cycle will be really linked with 
Velo-city. It’s a great opportunity for the 
world to see Taiwan’s bike influence,” Lo 
said. 

After Ma’s speech, he and other 
industry dignitaries — all dressed in 
matching black and white athletic 
warm-up jackets — posed on a stage with 
bikes, and then set off fog machines and 
confetti by inserting flags in the bikes’ 
seat posts. 

Photographers swarmed Ma as he 
left the room to visit three booths, 
clicking their cameras while running to 
keep up with the entourage. Ma briefly 
stopped at displays for the Cycling & 
Health Technology Industry, the Taiwan 
Excellence and the d&i awards for 
requisite photo-ops before leaving the 
show. �Q����
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Taipei Cycle opened Wednesday with a commotion as Taiwan 
President Ma Ying-jeou addressed a standing-room-only crowd 
at Nangang. 
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How have recent currency fluctuations affected 
your business?

Wouter van Doornik
Holland Mechanics
Purmerend, the Netherlands

For us as an export-oriented company, 
the low euro is a blessing. We have 
seen a lot of interest, especially from 
American companies at this show. Since 
wheelbuilding machines are a capital 
investment only done every five to 10 
years, we are kind of a special case. 
Given the current low interest rates, it’s a 
good time for large investments.

Hugues Espesset (left) 
and Joyce Huang
Buzz Rack
Taichung City, Taiwan

As a manufacturer of bicycle racks, Buzz 
Rack is in a special situation. We produce 
in Taiwan while most of our competitors 
produce in Europe. This poses quite 
a challenge to us. Our competitors’ 
products are getting cheaper without 
them having to do anything for it, and 
customers ask us to reduce our prices 
— or else they might switch to products 
from a European manufacturer.

Martin Vogt
Marwi Europe
Rotterdam, the Netherlands

The politics of both the American Federal 
Reserve and the European Central Bank 
have weakened the euro substantially. 
As a manufacturer, this is beyond our 
power and we have no choice but to deal 
with the resulting, higher costs of our 
products in Europe and pass that on to 
the customers. At the moment, we can 
only hope that this higher price will not 
have an impact on the market volume.

Mario Armando Peraza Viveros
A la Montaña Ciclismo
Mexico City, Mexico

The Mexican peso has lost 20 percent 
of its value compared to the dollar in 
the last three months, largely due to 
government politics. So of course all the 
products are getting more expensive for 
us as purchasers. I have no choice but to 
raise prices, but I cannot do so on a short 
term. And of course doing so will make it 
harder to compete on the market.

Todd Seplavy
GT Bikes
Wilton CT, U.S.A.

On a short term these currency 
fluctuations are a big concern, but on 
a longer term I think it all comes back. 
Nobody expected this situation to come 
up six months ago, and it might well be 
gone in another six months from now. 
Companies who played it smart are not 
in that much trouble. But admittedly 
the effects are very regional and brand 
specific.

Bernd Kästle
Magura
Bad Urach, Germany

For Magura it’s a double-edged sword. 
Our production in Germany gets 
cheaper, but all purchases in U.S. 
dollars are getting more expensive, as 
is producing in Asia. Another obvious 
consequence is that purchasers try to 
push down the prices of we manufactur-
ers. As we’re a global business everyone 
is affected in some way or another, and 
it’s a mixed bag in purchasing, really.
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The light systems were basically 
mini computers that required electrical 
capabilities and computer engineering 
to function. So, they asked themselves, 
what if they added a screen and GPS 
capability?

Of course, it was more complicated 
than that, but engineers ultimately came 
up with three cycling computers, which 
mark Lezyne’s entry into a new product 
category. The computers dominate 
Lezyne’s display here at the show: the 
mini, the power and the super.

“There’s only one brand dominating 
the category, so why not?” Dillon Clapp, 
Lezyne’s communications manager, said 
yesterday. “I don’t think we’re going 
against Garmin. We just wanted to 
make a kick-ass computer with an easy 
interface.”

All three models use GPS to track 
speed, elevation, distance traveled, 

temperature and moving time, all of 
which can be uploaded to Lezyne’s 
web-based analysis site, or to popular 
social network sites Strava and 
TrainingPeaks. Lezyne claims that the 
mini, which costs $140, is the smallest 
GPS unit on the market at a scant 30 
grams (1 ounce). 

The $170 Power model is an upgrade 
of the mini that adds Bluetooth Smart 
technology that pairs with Apple and 
Android phones to deliver text, email 
and phone call information to the unit’s 
screen. Riders can also pair heart rate, 
cadence and power from a heart rate 
monitor or power system via Bluetooth.   

For $30 more, the Super model adds 
Ant+ to read heart rate monitors and 
power sensors that use that technology. 
Clapp said it is the only GPS unit in 
which Bluetooth and Ant+ technology 
work simultaneously. 

Both the 
Power and 
Super models 
weigh 76 
grams (2.7 
ounces) and have a large 
46.5 mm by 73.2 mm (1.8 
inch by 2.9 inch) display. 
The lithium polymer 
batteries on all three units 
are rechargeable via USB.

Along with a website 
where riders can upload 
data, Lezyne developed a 
smartphone app that syncs 
ride data using Bluetooth 
(on the Power and Super 
models). 

The units are all 
assembled in Lezyne’s 
Taichung factory and 
some of the internals are 
manufactured in-house as 
well. �Q����
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Schaake’s winning design was the 
Buddy, which combines an e-bike with 
a self-rechargeable trailer. The trailer 
houses two rechargeable modules that 
not only provide power for the bike, but 
allow the bike to transport refrigerated 
products.

Winning a silver award was Hung 
Jo Lee of Taiwan for his WCF — “Wing 
Corkscrew Folding” bike. The electric, 
foldable bike is based on the concept of 
a corkscrew for fast folding. It’s designed 
for short-distance urban transportation. 

The annual design competition, which 
began in 1996, is sponsored by Taiwan’s 
Department of Industrial Technology and 
managed by the Cycling & Health Tech 
Industry R&D Center.

This year’s competition awarded 19 
products from among 331 entries. 

��������������������
�
���������������••�•������
�������������������	����•
���
����������••••�•�����������	� �
�
	��
�������­������������������������	
�����������������������������€�
‚�ƒ„••�•••�…ƒ••�•†•‡�

���� 
��•����������­•�����������������������•������

7Thursday, March 19, 2015



His product, called Speed Release, 
promises more safety and faster, easier 
handling when removing or mounting a 
wheel.

“Disc-braked road bikes are the prime 
and obvious type of bicycles to profit from 

the speed of the wheel removal and the 
safety of the additional retention,” Metz 
said Wednesday from his room on the fifth 
floor of the Nangang Exhibition Center. 
Metz is well known in the industry for his 
26 years with Cannondale.

“But commuter bikes are an equally 
interesting market, as conventional quick 
releases need some explanation in order to 
operate safely,” Metz added. “Last but not 
least, endurance-oriented mountain bikers 
might profit from the ease of operation 
that Speed Release has to offer.” 

The surge of disc brake-equipped road 
bikes has led to quite a few discussions 

about the best way to mount wheels to 
the frame: Are thru-axles necessary 
or do quick-release axles offer plenty 
of stiffness and safety? And do 
manufacturers have to resize the axle 
diameters and dropouts? 

Metz has teamed up with engineer 
Rafe Schlanger and trading agent Mike 
Wang to offer a solution that he says is 
as fast as a quick release axle and as safe 
as a thru-axle, while making the life of 
bicycle mechanics easier. 

As a bonus, the new axle system 
promises to facilitate neutral wheel 
support — one of the big hurdles 
preventing disc brakes from breaking 
through in professional road cycling.

Since the axle remains in the hub, 
the whole process is fast and easy, and 
as long as frame and fork manufacturers 
work with tight tolerances, the alignment 
of the rotor is a given as well, unlike with 
traditional quick release axles. 

Because the brake 
side dropout is closed 
and threaded, there is no 
chance that the wheel can 
be forced out of the dropout when braking, 
while the traditional, open dropout on the 
right side allows for a fast handling.

The goal of Speed Release is to establish 
an open standard for any producer that 
wants to adopt it. 

“But when a large manufacturer 
wants to adapt the system to its own 
standards, we are open for that as well,” 
Metz said.

Speed Release is displaying different 
hub configurations for road and 
mountain bikes and some sample forks. 

A particularly neat detail is the fact 
that the dropouts of existing forks can be 
fitted with a threaded nut to make them 
work with the new axle system. 

Depending on the size and demands 
of potential customers, Speed Release is 
planning to offer entire wheelsets, hubs 
with different axle diameters, cartridge 

axles or just a license for companies that 
want to build their own hubs around the 
system. 

Metz said several leading wheel and 
hub manufacturers have already visited 
his room to talk business, even though it’s 
a little hard to find. Chances are good that 
we’ll see a lot of Speed Release axles in 
days to come. �Q��	••
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The Taiwan media swarmed around 
the Merida booth, as noted Hong Kong 
action film director Dante Lam visited 
the show to promote his upcoming 
movie, To The Fore. 

Merida is sponsoring the film, 
which is being portrayed as a “globe-
trotting cycling drama.” 

The Taiwan bike brand provided 
400 bikes to the production at a cost of 
some NT$20 million ($630,000).

The movie, produced by Emperor 
Motion Pictures, is expected to open in 
Hong Kong in August.

Lam is a protégé of John Woo, and 
To The Fore is said to feature locations 
from Hong Kong, Shanghai, Korea, 
Taiwan and Italy to Mongolia’s Tengger 
Desert. 

According to publicity for the movie, 
To The Fore promises “117,900km of 
blood, sweat and fear.”

To the Fore stars Taiwan actor Eddie 
Peng, who last collaborated with Lam 
on the movie Unbeatable. 

Peng is cast opposite Choi Si-won, 
Shawn Dou, Wang Luodan, Ouyang 
Nana, Carlos Chan and Andrew Lin.

According to publicity for the movie, 
actors underwent intensive training to 
portray professional cyclists.

The movie took six months to 
film, and the actors cycled more than 
100,000km (62,000 miles).

Another challenge for them was the 
director's demand that the actors shave 
their legs. �Q��€‚
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Now, Wiertz can add “fewer owners” to 

the list of things he has simplified about 

3T. He announced recently that he had 

bought out his existing partners, and 

brought on Cervélo co-founder Gerard 

Vroomen as co-owner. Vroomen no 

longer has a stake in Cervélo.

“You don’t always agree on direction,” 

Wiertz said Wednesday during an 

interview at the 3T booth. “I wanted to 

simplify and I asked him if he wanted to 

be part of it. A co-owner is challenging 

you. If you own it alone, it’s not so 
easy. It’s not good for you. He’s very 
complementary to me.”

Wiertz, a former Philips Electronics 
executive, bought 3T in 2007 with three 
partners. Vroomen, who also co-owns 
Open Cycles, will work solely on the 
product development side while Wiertz 
focuses on the business. 

Wiertz plans to grow 3T’s product 
line but shrink the number of SKUs to 
eliminate overlap. 

For example, the line used to include 
seven aero bars, each with small 
differences. Vroomen and Wiertz have 
pared the line down to three bars, each 
with distinct variances and prices.

Wiertz said Vroomen will change 
3T’s entire range over the next two 
years following that philosophy. He also 
sees potential in expanding into new 
categories like gravel road bikes. 

3T also just released its first carbon 
disc-brake compatible road wheel. 
Moving forward, other products will 
focus on such industry trends as 
integration and electronics. He likened 
the bike’s cockpit to a car’s dashboard, 
with all systems being controlled by one 
centralized unit. 

“I don’t think in 10 years bikes will 
have all these different brands doing 
their own thing where nothing works 
together,” he said. “It’s going to take a 
long time, but we have that vision.” 

Product has already started moving 
in that direction. A new 3T stem, for 

example, integrates with 
a Garmin GPS device. 
Another stem fits 3T’s 
new 3TEye data tracking 
app and display. 

The 3TEye draws on support from 
three partners. It’s a free smartphone 
app that tracks ride data using GPS and 
then uses Bluetooth to project it on to 
the display screen of a $29, bar-mounted 
unit. With the app, a rider can upload the 
data to any of the popular exercise social 
programs like Strava, TrainingPeaks and 
Map My Ride.

Since Wiertz purchased the history-
steeped brand eight years ago from 
Gruppo SRL, he has grown it to the No. 
1 road component brand, according to a 
Peloton magazine survey; the No. 2 aero 
component brand, according to the Kona 
bike count; and the No. 7 mountain bike 
component brand. Annual sales are about 
$15 million. 

3T employs 26 people between its 
Italian and Taichung offices, and plans 
to soon open a third office in North 
America. In Taichung, Wiertz has hired 
Zoe Wang to head Asia Pacific sales, one 
of the regions where 3T has the most 
potential for growth. It has also opened 
a test lab so it can self-certify its products 
according to ISO standards in the next 
year. 

Wiertz also plans to scale back the 
number of 3T’s Asian manufacturing 
partners from 10 to a more manageable 
five or six. �Q����

���ƒ������•

René Wiertz is all about simplification. Fewer SKUs and fewer 
manufacturers add up to greater success in the eyes of the 
co-owner of premium Italian component brand 3T. 
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Seen on Day 1 of Taipei Cycle 
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Seen at the Velo/Wellgo party
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PowerTap debuted two power meters 
at the show yesterday that expand 
cyclists’ options to the pedals and the 
chainring.

The P1 Pedal will become the 
premium power meter in the Saris 
line, while the C1 Chainring will be 
competitively priced for entry-level power 
users.

“We still feel like the hub is the 
best place to measure power, but we 
understand that people have different 
places on the bike where they want to 
measure power,” PowerTap president Jeff 
Frehner said yesterday. “We want to be 
that one-stop shop for those people.”

The C1 Chainring is made in 
association with FSA, which makes the 
widely popular Gossamer line of 5-bolt 
chainrings. The P1 Pedal is based on a 
Wellgo Xpedo pedal skeleton, but the 
electronics are manufactured separately.

PowerTap is a brand of Saris, a U.S. 
company that also makes CycleOps 
indoor trainers and Saris racks. Like 
all Saris products, the PowerTap 
power meters are assembled in Saris’ 
headquarters in Madison, Wisconsin.

Engineers from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology created the 
original PowerTap hub meter in 1998. 
Frehner said Saris has been developing a 
pedal-based power meter for more than 
four years. As the power meter market 
has become more crowded, the company 
decided to develop a chainring version 
as well.

The C1 Chainring and P1 Pedal should 
be on the market in May or early June. 
Frehner said the company would roll 
them out slowly.

The pedals will carry an expected 
retail price of $1,199. The chainring will 
retail for between $699 and $749, and 

the G3 hub is now on the market for $789 
($989 for a disc brake version which 
includes a proprietary rotor).

The C1 Chainring will be available 
in 53/39, 52/36 and 50/36 gearing. The 
software and firmware on the PowerTap 
meters update wirelessly through a 
user’s smartphone. The new products 
are compatible with both ANT+ and 
Bluetooth Smart. 

Frehner, an industry veteran, said 
the P1 Pedals were “the most complex 
product that I’ve even been associated 
with.” Yet for end users they are intended 
to be dead simple to use. The Garmin 
Vector, by contrast, requires users to 
first set the crank length and enter the 
installation angles of the sensors.

“This is dummy proof,” Frehner 
said. “You literally put it on your bike, 

you don’t have to get 
any special angle, and 
within 10 pedal strokes 
it’s calibrated and you’re 
riding.” 

He added, “We’ve been around the 
longest and people have waited patiently 
for something coming from us. We’ve 
been developing for four years plus, 
and it’s been hard to sit and watch the 
competition bring out products.”

Frehner noted that PowerTap has 
strong competitors, such as Garmin, 
SRAM’s Quarq brand and Stages.

“Given our portfolio of products and 
the trusted PowerTap name, now that we 
have different places to measure power, 

people might look here first.” �Q��•�
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But just as all the excitement seemed 
to be dying down, along came a sudden 
demand for something new: the so-called 
“plus” wheel sizes, with widths between 
those of traditional tires and fat bike 
tires. It seems that the companies making 
wheels and tires just can’t catch a break.

The push for plus sizes creates a 
strange plot twist, because fat bikes have 
become the last stand of the classic but 
embattled 26-inch wheel size. With 
tire widths of up to five inches and low 
pressures, fat bikes offer plenty of float 
and traction on loose surfaces such as 
sand or snow, or on very rough and rocky 
sections. And, yes, they can keep going 
in conditions that would bring lesser 
mountain bikes to a halt.

But sometimes a fat bike is just too 
much. Enter the plus-sized tire and 
wheels. The first brands to go down this 
path put large-volume tires on 29-inch 
rims. But this created problems 
with the chain line, the length of 
the chain stays and axle widths. 
The latter has a direct influence on 
the Q factor, and thus determines 
the efficiency of a rider’s pedaling 
motion. And, of course, the bigger 
diameters made these wide tires too 
heavy.

To compensate for these issues, 
bikes such as the Krampus from 
Surly roll on 3-inch-wide tires. 

Reducing the tire width also 
allowed for lighter, narrower rims 
and reduced axle widths. Yet these 
wheels can still be ridden with 
significantly lower air pressure, 
offering a lot more traction without 
the risk of pinch flats. 

While the choice of wide rims 
and tires for 29-inch wheels remains 

limited, the situation is decidedly 
different for 27.5-inch wheels. 

For this smaller wheel size, 
manufacturers are offering tires with 
widths of 3 to 3.5 inches — close to the 
outer diameters of a 29er wheel. That 
means a 27.5-inch wheel can surmount 
obstacles with the same ease, while 
offering more traction and protection 
from pinch flats of an extra-wide tire.

Because they use shorter spokes, the 
wheels themselves are sturdier. And 
compared with full-fledged fat bikes, 
27.5-inch bikes are easier to accelerate 
or circle through tight sections. Another 
interesting option involves putting 
27.5-inch wheels with sturdy, plus-size 
tires on a 29er to give it extra bite on 
nasty terrain or some extra float in snow.

Most of the large wheel and tire 
makers, including DT Swiss, Shimano, 
SRAM and Schwalbe, are keeping an eye 

on plus sizes but haven’t yet launched 
products.

But Maxxis is one brand 
that has been surprisingly 
quick to market. Taiwan’s 
most famous bicycle tire 
manufacturer showed up a bit late to the 
fat bike party, so it’s making up for that 
in the plus-size segment. Here in Taipei, 
Maxxis is launching the 3-inch-wide 
Chronicle for both 27.5- and 29-inch 
wheels. The Chronicle is intended for 
intermediate trail conditions.

Arisun — the 
aftermarket brand of 
China’s largest tire 
manufacturer, Hangzhou 
Zhongce Rubber Co. — is premiering its 
Big Daddy tire in plus sizes here as well. 
This Big Daddy is available in 2.8- and 
3-inch widths for 27.5-inch wheels, and 
in a 3-inch width for 29-inch wheels. 

Vee Tire is looking 
to get a jump on the 
plus-size market with 
its new Trax Fatty and 
Speedster models. In fact, Vee Tire is 
rolling out no fewer than 10 tires, in 
widths from 3 to 3.5 inches, for 27.5- and 
29-inch wheels here at the show. 

Vee already offers a large selection 
of fat bike tires and is also showing 

surprisingly colorful 
versions of its Mission 
Command fattie at its booth.

WTB is another early 
adopter of the 
plus-size trend. 
Its 2.8-inch-wide 
Trailblazer tire 
was one of the 
first 650b-plus 
tires on the 
market — and 
it’s won a 2015 
d&I award to 
boot. With the 
new Bridger, 

WTB expands the line with a faster-
rolling sibling of the Trailblazer.

The plus-size trend involves more than 
just tires. The tires need wider rims, and, 
it appears, wider axles as well.

Product managers and engineers seem 
to have settled on a 15x110mm front axle 
and on a Trek Boost-sized 12x148mm 
rear axle for plus-size bikes. Those sizes 
should add plenty of stiffness for frames 
and forks.

For rims, Stan’s was 
early with its 52mm wide 
Hugo model. WTB already 
premiered its equally wide 
Scraper rim at last year’s trade shows and 
is showing the asymmetric i35 TCS rim 
in Taipei. 

Fatlab, a Taichung 
company that specializes 
in fat bike components, 
is showing a 55mm wide 
aluminum rim for plus-sized 27.5-inch 
wheels, and even wider varieties for 
26-inch wheels. They will be on display 
at the Chummy booth.

You’ll also find 
Fat Lab rims paired 
with American Classic 
standard or fat bike 
hubs, as the wheel 
maker is relying on Fat Lab’s rims to offer 
complete wheels. Dedicated hubs with a 
110mm axle width up front and a 148mm 
axle in the rear will only be ready for 
Eurobike, however. �Q��	••
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American 
Classic offers 
high-quality hubs 
made specifically 
for folding bikes. Its Mini 74 is 74mm 
wide and weighs a dainty 51g (1.8 
ounces). The RD 205 rear hub, at 205g, 
fits 130mm dropouts and is compatible 
with Shimano 10- and 11-speed 
cassettes.

Two brands are 
pushing the limits 
for high-quality, 
20-inch wheels 
for folding bikes. 
ControlTech has 
built a visually 
striking, special 

edition wheelset, featuring 
aerodynamic carbon rims, 
for Dahon’s d&i-award-
winning Clinch. 

For aluminum rims, 
Tern Bicycles launches its 
Kinetix Pro X wheels. For 
strength and aerodynamics 
these come with 27mm rims 
and are built 
with only 16 
spokes per 
wheel. The 
wheels weigh 
1,100g (2.4 lbs.) per set and also won a 
2015 d&i award. 

Wheels need tires to finish the job, 
and Vee Tire is debuting its small-

wheel Baldy in widths 
from 1.5 to 1.95 inches. 
The tire has water-
release grooves on the side. �Q��	••
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The company says the 
process, which won a 
2015 d&i award, creates 
rims that are much more 
uniform and cost less to make.

Velocite founder Victor Major said the 
company is offering the filament wound rims 
on an OEM and ODM basis. He said that 
because the process reduces the amount of 
skilled labor involved in laying up a rim, it is 
more readily scalable.

Velocite is initially offering three 700c 
rims, made under the Venn name: tubeless 
rims for disc or caliper brakes, and a tubular 
rim for caliper brakes.

Several other sizes and types are in 
development. Velocite said the process could 
enable brands to reduce costs significantly 
compared with sourcing composite rims from 
other manufacturers. �Q
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Founded in 1986, the JD Group 
is known for its very diversified 
product portfolio, ranging from the 
iconic, folding JD Bug kick scooter 
— introduced in 1998 and sold in 
mind-boggling numbers worldwide 
— to stems, handlebars, seat posts and 
headsets. About 80 percent of JD’s sales 
are for OE products made for several 
partners, and the rest are for its TranzX 
aftermarket brand.

TranzX has focused most recently 
on supplying electric bike systems to 
bike brands. Starting from zero in 2007, 
TranzX has quickly reached cruising 
speed. 

To get a sense of the company’s rapid 
growth in e-bikes, consider its European 
Service Center in Bad Nauheim, 
Germany, close to the Frankfurt airport.

In 2008, TranzX opened the service 
center with two employees. The German 

office now employs about 30 and 
recently moved to a much more spacious 
3,000 square-meter (33,000 square feet) 
office. JD opened a Benelux service 
center in 2014 and this year will open a 
service center in California for the North 
American market.

Along the way, TranzX has built up 
a number of OE partnerships with such 
European brands as Hartje, Winora, 
Matra, Sparta, Batavus, Raleigh and 
Diamondback.

Now it is casting an eye on other 
parts of the world.

“Next up we want to get into the 
American market. Then China is on our 
map, as we’ve already opened an office 
in Shanghai. Japan will come later,” said 
Tanguy Scorpati, a multilingual Belgian 
who is the TranzX product manager.

For Northern Europe, TranzX focuses 
on entry-level price points and systems 

that work on bikes equipped with 
coaster brakes. Another selling point is 
its TranzX AGT system, an automatic 
gear shifting transmission that works 
particularly well on e-bikes with 
internal hub gears.

“Since TranzX offers a lot of freedom 
regarding the configuration and exact 
placement of its assistance drive units, 
a close cooperation with OE partners is 
crucial to get to a product with a unique 
look,” Scorpati said. 

TranzX recently expanded its 
portfolio of brushless hub motors to 
offer compact center motors such as the 
value-oriented M15 and the compact 
M25.

The M25 delivers an average of 250 
watts of power and peaks at 330 watts, 
with a torque of 20 to 50 Nm. For the 
U.S. market, TranzX offers version with 
a higher average output of 350 watts. 

While these specifications might not 
be standouts, the M25 also offers a lot 
of mounting options. That flexibility is 
one of the selling points for TranzX: The 
motor fits the frame, instead of a brand 
having to design a frame around the 
motor and battery.

For 2015, the TranzX 
display gets a facelift, 
and battery capacity gets 
a boost to 576 watt-
hours with charge of 16 
amp-hours. Apart from 
mounting the battery 
to the downtube there’s 
also an option to put it in 
a newly designed carrier 
with an integrated rear 
light. 

For performance 
bikes, such as 
e-mountain bikes, 
TranzX is developing a 
high-torque version of 
the M25 for the 2016 
model year. The new 
version will deliver 66 
Nm and accept splined 
crankarms. The battery 
on this high-torque 
version can be integrated 
into the bicycle frame. 

Meanwhile, TranzX 
continues to offer 
a expansive parts 
catalog, from stems and 
handlebars to dropper 

posts, seat clamps and even home 
trainers.

Many of its new 
products are intended for 
comfort-oriented road and 
fitness bikes. For example, 
TranzX offers stems and 
seatposts that isolate riders from some 
of the vibrations and impacts caused by 
harsh surfaces. 

Called Antishock, the components 
incorporate small hinges and elastomeric 
sleeves. Intended to enhance shock 
absorption rather than act as full-on 
suspension systems, Antishock 
components retain a conventional, 
integrated design — important to many 
who ride road bikes. 

A short test ride around various 
blocks on the streets of Taichung proved 
that the Antishock system indeed keeps 
some of the chatter away from the rider.

The JD Group and its TranzX brand 
face a lot of competition, both in e-bike 
systems and components. But by 
listening to its customers’ needs, TranzX 
looks set to transcend its challenges. �Q��
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“We needed new premises because our 
product range and sales have increased,” said 
Alan Clarke, the longtime general manager of 
Sturmey-Archer Europe. Along with lower rent, 
the company has acquired a warehouse that is 
nearly four times the size of its previous one, 
allowing the company to stop using outside 
warehouses. Sturmey-Archer Europe had been 
headquartered in Amsterdam since 1956.

Without giving specifics, Clarke said 
Sturmey-Archer’s sales have grown 
significantly, as Shimano faces delivery 
problems with its internal gear hubs, and 
SRAM ends production of its 8- and 9-speed 
internal hubs.

But Sturmey-Archer has been on the offense 
as well.

“In recent years, we have introduced 40 
types of Sturmey-Archer single cranksets, 
re-introduced 20 types of single freewheels and 
also started supplying about 30 types of quality 
bottom bracket axles,” Clarke said. 

He added, “These new products have a good 
quality/price relationship, and all been more 
successful than we could have hoped. Sales 
of cassettes and freewheels have increased 
following the addition of 10- and 11-speed to 
our aftermarket range.”

Since 2000, the traditional British brand 
has been owned by Sun Race Sturmey-Archer 
of Taiwan, which has positioned itself as an 
alternative to Shimano.

The company practices what it calls a “two 
brands, two identities” strategy. Sun Race 
concentrates on derailleur products, while 
Sturmey-Archer focuses on internal gear hubs.

From the new Dutch headquarters, Clarke 
also oversees Sun Race sales in Europe.

Among other products, Sturmey-Archer 
now offers a complete range of 1-, 2-, 3-, 5- and 
8-speed internal gear hubs. 

The 5- and 8-speed hubs could become 
especially popular in light of Shimano’s 
reported long lead times — stretching into 
July or August — for some of its internal hub 
deliveries. The Japanese components giant has 
attributed the delay in part to unexpectedly 
high demand for its Nexus 7-speed hub in 
Europe.

SRAM, meanwhile, has confirmed that it 
will end its production of 8- and 9-speed hubs, 
which it attributed to a “changing market.” The 
company will continue to focus on the urban 
market with other internal hubs, and hybrids 
that combine an internal hub with a derailleur.

As European 
bike brands seek 
alternative suppliers 
for internal hubs 
with more than three speeds, 
Sturmey-Archer appears to be 
well positioned to handle the 
demand. �Q��¢ 
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The company has added titanium 
nuts and bolts and has also improved 
the aftermarket packaging.

João Filipe Miranda, Miranda’s 
marketing manager, said the company 
has invested in advanced machinery, 
including a “very, very advanced lathe 
for the spindles,” just to process the 
titanium alloy used in the crankset.

“The machine will arrive in March, 
together with more CNC machines 
also optimized to work with titanium, 
because we are trying to bring this 
‘out-of-the-world’ product to the market 
but at affordable prices compared to 
aluminum alternatives,” Miranda said.

The Infinium is 
made for 11-speed 
drivetrains. Its 
chainring is made from 
the titanium alloy 
instead of aluminum 
for durability. 

For the Infinium, 
Miranda introduces its 
ChainFlow technology 
— a proprietary, 
non-standard tooth 
profile that is designed 
to reduce wear and 
noise, prevent chain 
drop and improve 
efficiency.

The Infinium is 
available in ring sizes 
from 28T to 44T — 
including, unusually, 
odd sizes such as 33T, 35T, 37T, etc. 

The odd sizes are “really a great 
advantage for people that usually ride 
with 34T and 32T and may like a 33T to 
stay in the middle of both worlds with 
performance advantages,” Miranda 
said.

Miranda is also developing a version 
of the Infinium for fat bikes. �Q
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This week, Taiwan also becomes 
a hub for global cycling policy. On 
Thursday and Friday (March 19-20), 
the city of Taipei is hosting the Asian 
Cycling Forum, which will pave the way 
for the world’s biggest cycling advocacy 
conference, Velo-city Global 2016, also 
planned for Taipei.

Following the example of bicycle-
friendly cities in the Americas, Europe 
and Asia, the city of Taipei wants 
cycling to become a mode of daily 
transportation for its residents. Hosting 
the Asian Cycling Forum is a big step 
forward. 

The Asian Cycling Forum will 
give experts from around the world 
a platform to exchange ideas on the 
latest developments in cycling policy, 
including bike share programs, cycling 

tourism and infrastructure, electric 
bikes, and integrating bikes into urban 
transport. 

“Growing cycling in cities means 
growing the market for the cycling 
industry. The potential there is huge. 
The increase of bike sharing schemes 
and electric bikes gives a new push to 
the conversation,” said Kevin Mayne, 
development director for the European 
Cyclists’ Federation. The ECF organizes 
the Velo-city conferences, including next 
year’s event in Taipei.

It’s no coincidence that the Asian 
Cycling Forum is taking place in parallel 
with Taipei Cycle. The cycling industry 
has a key role to play in increasing daily 
cycling.

The ECF created the Cycling Industry 
Club to be an important advocate 
for cycling. The CIC is comprised of 
European industry members who work 
with other advocates to boost cycling 
around the world. 

For the industry, the rationale is 
simple: More cycling means more 
sales for bikes and equipment. The 
relationship between industry, policy 
and advocacy is backed by numbers. 
More than 30 per cent of companies’ 
earnings are influenced by government 
legislation, according to the ECF.

Tony Grimaldi, president of 

Cycleurope and chairman of the Cycling 
Industry Club advisory board, will be 
one of the Asian Cycling Forum speakers 
in a session about electric bikes.

“We know that we have to win the 
support of cities and governments if we 
want to increase cycling and continue to 
strengthen the cycling industry for the 
benefit of all companies,” Grimaldi said. 

The Velo-city conference series 
has been a hub for the world’s leading 

transport planners, economists, health 
experts, cycling advocates, cycle tourism 
promoters, politicians and other cycling 
experts for over 30 years. 

Since 2009, the ECF has organized 
three bi-annual series with Velo-city 
Global conferences complementing the 
successful Velo-city series in Europe. 

To find out more about CIC, contact 
Kevin Mayne, k.mayne@ecf.com. �Q��
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Dates: March 19-20

Venue: Chang Yung-Fa Foundation
10th Floor 
No. 11,  Zongshan S. Road

MRT Stop: NTU Hospital Station (Line 2)

Host: Taipei City Government

Registration for the Asian Cycling Forum 
opens at 9 a.m. Thursday, March 19. The 
opening session begins at 10 a.m.

Tetsuo Yai of the Eastern Asia Society for 
Transportation Studies and Shiaw-Shyan Luo 
of the Chinese Institute of Transportation will 
deliver keynote addresses.

Thursday afternoon sessions will focus on 
the development of bike sharing programs 
and the promotion of cycling.

Friday’s program (March 20) begins at 9 
a.m. with a session on planning and design 
guidelines for urban bike facilities. 

Other Friday sessions will consider electric 
bike development and cycling tourism. 

The forum ends with a roundtable featuring 
representatives from Tokyo; Ehime, Japan; 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Singapore; Seoul, 
South Korea; Hyderabad, India. Officials from 
six Taiwan cities also will participate.

For more information, visit http://www.
asiancyclingforum2015.com.tw/en.

Asian Cycling Forum guide
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This universal mounting plate attaches 
phones, cameras and other devices to a 
bicycle stem or handlebar, motorcycles 
and tripod-style mounts — anything 
that uses a standard camera tripod 
head. Constructed of reinforced 
plastic, the plate attaches instantly 
with adhesive and supports devices 
weighing up to 12 kg (26 lbs).
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Mud, sand, gravel or snow — nothing stops 
the Haibike Xduro FatSix. The e-fattie 
hardtail, with four-inch-wide Schwalbe 
Jumbo Jim tires, is powered by a 250W 
Bosch Performance motor and a 400Wh 
lithium-ion battery. The central motor 
integrates seamlessly into the solid frame. 
A RockShox Bluto front fork with 100mm 
of travel provides comfort in any terrain.

�
����������������������������
��ƒ�
������•������������
������Š�����	���—��
��•�
����������­��������������� ���
��•�������	��
��
����������������•���� ��
	���������˜��
�������•�����
�����
���™�����•��
�����
��
����������
���
 
��
�������
����
������
�������������‹�	�������������������
��������������
� ���

������������������‹����������������™š�™••������������
��������•��� ��

��������� ��������������…� � 4TH FLOOR

L0401A

The innovative Sate-Lite M1 series is 
now available with a battery-powered 
version. The M1 and M1B are the 
smallest K-approved lights for rear racks 
and have universal attachments.

The newest RockShox XC fork 
integrates the fork’s steerer tube, crown 
and legs into a single carbon frame. 
The new Accelerator Damper combines 
small bump 
performance 
with an efficient 
lockout. 
Predictive 
Steering is a 
new interface 
between hub 
and dropouts. 
The fork is light 
enough for XC 
racing and stiff 
enough for trail 
riding. 

4TH FLOOR
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M1219

The Evo Fjellklatrer is 
a versatile, budget all-
mountain 27.5-inch 
e-bike. Because of its light frame, 
the Zephyr weighs only 16 kg (35.27 
pounds) without the battery. When 
assistance is needed, the 350W rear 
motor (restricted to 250W) provides 
strong climbing ability and a range of 
up to 80km (50 miles). 
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With its rigid aluminum 
frame, the Kori Basket 
hauls hefty loads. The 
basket holds up to 16 liters 
and incorporates a comfortable padded 
handle. Rounded corners make it easy to 
carry. The Kori is compatible with Klickfix 
Rackpack racks and can be configured to 
mount long or crossways. It’s available in 
black or silver.

­���� Ž������� ��
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A one-piece design connects 
the front claw and the plate for better clip in 
and out function. A special design prevents the 
tension screw from loosening accidentally. The 
cartridge sleeve uses Wellgo’s patented New 2 
DU system for easy replacement.

š������ �Š‹’ 1ST FLOOR
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The new Sun Race dual-
release trigger shifters 
from Sun Race Sturmey-
Archer accommodate 
8-, 9-, 10-, and 11-speed 
drivetrains. The shifters 
respond to even forces 
in either direction. An 
integrated brake lever is 
optional.

1ST FLOOR

J1217
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Infinite presents its ultimate 
carbon aero bike for TT, 
triathlon or road racing 
performance. A new carbon aero 
frame incorporates a one-piece 
carbon fork, and a carbon aero 
seatpost with no offset. The 
complete bike weighs 8.4kg 
(18.5 lbs). It’s equipped with a 
Shimano Ultegra Di2 11-speed 
groupset and Vision TriMax T30 
Pro clincher wheelset. 

•�„������ •–�����­��� 4TH FLOOR

L1217

4TH FLOOR

N1325
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Paired with one of Dahon’s patented 
folding pedal designs, the 4D 
Quickpark stem allows a bike to store 
almost completely flat by flattening 
protruding handlebars. It adds 
minimal weight and has no effect on 
ride quality. Rise and angle can be 
adjusted on the stem.
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The antitheft Lion Alarm keeps bikes 
safe. It works with Crops’ Linkstation 
lock system, which is fixed to the 
downtube and protects the Lion 
Alarm from theft using the Crops 
“double locking system.” The alarm 
is powered by a rechargeable lithium 
ion battery.

Made of CNC’d 
aluminum, the Veloce 
2.0 minipump fits the 
bill for both road and 
mountain bikes. Its 
secure Presta valve 
won’t disengage under 
pressure, and it provides 
a maximum tire pressure 
of 100 psi (7 bars). It 
uses Airace’s thumb-lock 
Clever Twin Valve that 
also fits Schrader and 
E/V.

Made for e-bikes, 
Miranda’s carbon 
fiber cranks weigh 
only 360g (13 ounces) 
per pair despite their high strength 
and resilience. Double hollowcore 
technology creates optimized impact 
absorption and less internal damage 
on collisions. They are available in a 
number of soft metallic colors with a 
scratch-resistant coating.

€��
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The CXD4-12 is a new disc brake wheelset for 
high-performance adventure and cyclocross bikes. 
The front hub accepts QR15 and the rear 142mm 
thru-axles. Equalizer technology offsets the spoke 
bed by 1.7mm for more even spoke tension.
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Elite riders can depend on Taya’s 11-speed chain, which uses Diamond Hard 
Tech (DHT) heat treatment to boost average chain life to 5,000 km (3,100 
miles). Its self-lubricating surface keeps the chain rolling with less fric tion. 
The chain supports accurate shifting on long-distance rides.

­���� ‰‰–������ž����•
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Arisun’s “Tubeless 
Ready Technology” 
reduces rotational 
weight and 
eliminates the inner tube for lower 
tire pressure and better handling. 
For better durability, Arison uses 
high-density woven fabrics in the 
sidewall and an overlapping bead for 
safety. Arisun offers several TLR tires 
including the Mount Baldy.
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Downhill bombers never have to 
worry about pinch flats or snake bite 
with Innova’s mousse for downhill 
tires. It’s the same material as Innova’s 
motocross mousse and is soft and 
easy to work with. Innova also offers 
mousses for road, city and mountain 
bikes and 
e-bikes. It’s 
showing 
several 
bikes with 
tire mousse 
at its test 
track stand. 

Velo’s new handlebar tapes and grips incorporate three new 
technologies. The gel-backed tape naturally dampens vibrations to 
reduce fatigue and does away with 
the traditional adhesive backing so 
it leaves no residue when removed. 
A reflective anti-slip tape provides 
grip when wet along with reflective 
safety. The tape and grips use a new, 
environmentally friendly silicon 
foam material.
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Winner of a 2015 Taipei Cycle d&i 
award, the Aero Cockpit Plus is a full 
carbon, hollow bar that combines 
great aerodynamics with low weight. 
It’s adjustable in compliance with ITU 
regulations, while multi-position pads 
provide increased lower arm comfort.
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The LEV Ci offers a 
big 65 millimeters of drop 
with a small weight penalty. 
A unidirectional carbon 
mast routes the KS Recourse 
Ultralight cable system through 
the frame to a light KG SL 
remote, saving more than 
50g compared with the KG 
Alloy remote and standard 
shift cable. The Ci’s new cable 
interface system is easier to set 
up and service.

With its high 
braking power, 
reduced weight and 
comfortable ergonomics, Magura’s 
HS33 R is made for both road and 
off-road riding, and is well suited for 
traditional and city bikes as well as 
e-bikes. Made in Germany, the brake 
boasts a radial design, 15 percent less 
weight and 5 percent more braking 
power. The brake and clamp are 
available in silver or black.

���������� •�
����
The Roxtar adapts Bergamont’s successful 
Revox frame concept for 27.5-inch wheels. 
Frame sizes start at XS, so smaller riders 
can enjoy the advantages of bigger wheels 
on the trail, while experiencing more 
agility than on a 29er. Roxtar frames are 
available in alloy and carbon. All carbon 
frames feature a 142mm thru-axle, 
internal cable routing with a custom BGM 
cable duct cap, and an improved rear PM 
disc mount.
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The classic Saris 
Bones is the world’s 
best-selling trunk 
rack with sales 
of over one million. Now, Saris 
introduces the SuperBones, which is 
more secure, elegant and interactive. 
From the interwoven steel straps that 
store neatly within the rack to the 
floating foot that pivots to conform to 
most trunk shapes, the SuperBones is 
a functional, forward-thinking bike 
rack.

The X11 Eco ProTeQ (EPT) mountain 
bike chain is made for wet, muddy 
and snowy cross-country, cyclocross 
and fat tire rides with enhanced 
anti-corrosion and anti-rust properties. 
KMC’s EPT treatment completely coats 
all components to create a durable, 
corrosion-resistant surface. It provides 
30 percent more rust protection than 
competitors’ products.
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Cyber Motions is an integrated torque and 
speed sensor that captures real-time speed, 
power, distance and calorie data. It connects 
via BLE 4.0 or ANT to cycling computers 
and can be integrated with heart rate 
monitors. The cassette is compatible with 
road and mountain bike systems. A free 
app displays the data and provides GPS and 
route tracking. 

������� ›�ƒƒ�•

Ÿ—���•��•Ž

›‡Œ‰Œ�

›�Ÿ�Ž�žžš

�‰Š‡‹�

›�Ÿ�Ž�žžš

�‰‡‡ƒ€

������������� Š‡‰™

������
����������

BionX now offers a semi-integrated 
downtube battery with an open 
mold tube design. OEM customers 
can integrate the battery into 
mountain or road frames for 
seamless system integration. A 
quick and easy lateral insertion uses 
a “slam lock” on the frame, offering 
more space for full suspension 
frames.

Cyclists expect a taillight to be 
bright, visible from a wide angle, 
easy to mount and quick to charge. 
The Aero-X taillight is all that and 
more. With its “smart” braking 
sensor, the Aero-X gets brighter and 
flashes more quickly when the cyclist 
is stopping. The Aero-X mounts on 
round and aero seatposts.

The XTR M9000 is Shimano’s most advanced mountain bike component 
group. The new XTR line is available in both race and trail “rider tuned” 
product families. The XTR M9050 Di2 electronic shifting version integrat es 
with XTR M9000 mechanical components in a variety of 1x, 2x, and 3x 
configurations. The 11-speed drivetrain introduces Rhythm Step gea ring for 
all riders and terrain. 
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The award-winning Wahoo Kickr 
Power Trainer provides accurate power 
measurement, controlled resistance, open 
third-party software options, and the 
smoothest indoor riding on the market. The 
Kickr links with iOS and Android devices 
via Bluetooth 4.0 technology. Available 
third-party software includes interval-
based training from TrainerRoad, virtual 
racing from Zwift, real courses from 
FulGaz, and many more. 
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Aero-X 
with brake sensor
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Getting there:  by MRT

PLEASE NOTE: PARKING FEES ARE  SOLELY FOR REFERENCE PURPOSE.

.....  TWTC Nangang Underground Parking (620 spc.)

..................... Taiwan Fertilizer C2 Parking (352 spc.)

.................... Taiwan Fertilizer C3 Parking (768 spc.)

...................... Taiwan Fertilizer C4 Parking (82 spc.)

................ R53 Temp Parking (147 spc., 24/7, NT$20/h)

........ Xingzhong  Park Tower (647 spc., 24/7, NT$30/h)

.. MRT Neihu Depot Parking (584 spc., during exhibits)

P1

P2

P3

P4

P5

P6

P7

1a) PARKING LOTS

1B.   TRANSPORT INFO
................. Shuttle Bus Stop (drop-off /pick-up)
.............................................  Regular Bus Stop
...................................................   Taxi Drop-Off
..................................... Small Vehicle Drop-Off
................................................ B1  Taxi Pick-Up
........................ Underground Parking Entrance
........................... MRT Neihu Depot Parking Lot

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

TWTC Nangang Exhibition Centre

Parking  & Transport
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Taipei World Trade Center 
Exhibition Hall 1 & 3

Thursday, March 19

10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Fitness Industry and Fitness Club 
Management Forum
Hall 1, 2F
Conference Room 3

10:30 - 10:50 a.m.
New product launch: G. Pulse Int’l
Hall 3
G0407

11:30 - 11:50 a.m.
New product launch: Johnson 
Health Tech
Hall 1, 1F
D0028
 
2 - 2:20 p.m.
New product launch: Titan Sport 
Tech
Hall 1, 1F
A0410

2:30 - 2:50 p.m.
New product launch: Dyaco 
International
Hall 1, 1F
B1010

3 - 3:20 p.m.
New product launch: Game-Bike 

International
Hall 3
G0336

3:30 - 3:50 p.m.
New product launch: Asiatic Fiber 
Corporation
Hall 1, 1F
A0204

4 - 4:20 p.m.
New product launch: Continental 
Chemical Industries
Hall 1, 1F
A0533

5 - 5:10 p.m.
New Product Release and Lucky 
Draw

Free Shuttle Service

TWTC Exhibition Hall 1 to /
from TWTC Nangang Exhibition Hall 
(round-trip)

March 18 – 20..............8 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.

March 21........................8 a.m. – 2:40 
p.m.

(Buses leave each venue every 15 
minutes)

TaiSPO 2015 Events
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Afar’s original Masai treadmill uses 
a belt covered with a layer of foam, so it 
is comfortable enough for brisk walking 
without shoes. The new versions are sized 
to fit into more homes. 

Mike Tseng, chairman of Afar Sports, 
said the original Masai was “the first time 
that people were encouraged to take their 
shoes off on a treadmill.” 

Although the Masai range costs 
substantially more than similar 
treadmills, many customers in North 
America and Asia have bought into 
Tseng’s argument that brisk barefoot 
walking is especially healthy.

Tseng learned about the benefits of 
brisk walking through medical research. 
In an interview, he produced graphs 
suggesting that brisk walking for a half 
hour, three times a week, will reduce fat 
by 13 percent after 20 weeks, while the 
same amount of jogging will melt only 6 
percent. 

The research also indicates that jogging 
inflicts more than twice as much pressure 
on knees as brisk walking.

Afar Sports argues that walking 
barefoot makes treadmill exercise more 
productive.

“The key point is that 
it allows the five toes 
to spread,” Afar vice 
president Edward Tseng 
said. “It’s much better to walk with strong 
toes, because it gives you suspension.”

The Masai treadmill is marketed at 
users over 45 who have vulnerable joints. 
The benefits of brisk walking versus 
jogging are particularly important for 
people who are overweight or obese.

Much of the technology resides in the 
belt, particularly in the technique used to 
affix a PVC mat to a belt so the two won’t 
separate. Afar Sports produces the belt 
but sources other components from other 
manufacturers.

“There has been such demand that 
the production capacity is not sufficient,” 
Mike Tseng said. 

North America has been the most 
receptive market for the Masai, which 
Afar sells through a subsidiary it set up 
last year in Fullerton, Calif.

While the original Masai treadmill has 
a power folding function, the new versions 
fold manually. The smallest treadmill is 
also suitable for exercising dogs.

Mike Tseng, who studied mechanical 
engineering, founded the Afar Group 
nearly two decades ago. It began as a 
sourcing company and later developed 
treadmills and massage chairs. The 
treadmills come out of an “innovation 
unit” that has spawned several unrelated 
products, such as an award-winning 
repair kit for car tires, and a corkscrew 
that injects air in the bottle with a needle 
through the cork. 

Product development and customer 
service is handled from Afar’s 
headquarters in Taichung. Much of its 
manufacturing is outsourced to companies 
in Taiwan and in Ningbo and Shanghai, 
China. Afar also manufactures treadmills 
at a factory and quality control center in 
Xiamen, China. �Q��BS
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It’s no surprise that all of the 
equipment at the Central Power Gym 
locations comes from Afar Sports. What 
may be surprising, though, is that none 
of the gyms is air-conditioned. 
One uses plenty of windows 
for ventilation, and the other 
two use retractable roofs.

“It’s healthier for people 
to exercise in the open air, 
and we save the money from 
air conditioning to offer gym 
memberships at very low 
prices,” said Edward Tseng, 
the vice president of Afar. 

The original Central Power 
Gym location has about 1,200 
members. Afar opened a 

second location last year and a third two 
months ago. The company plans to open 
about one branch a year in Taiwan. �Q
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What is the hottest sports trend in your country?

Patricio Rojas
Buyer, Oxford 
Santiago, Chile

The outdoor category is the biggest 
right now in Chile – trail running, 
more specialized mountain biking. 
I used to be a retail buyer, and I 
feel for the last five or six years 
that there’s more active interest in 
this category. It’s not just people 
buying a jacket when it gets cold. 
People want to go out more - we 
have a beautiful country and they 
want to enjoy it.

Greg Harten
Managing director
Hart Sport, Aspley, Australia

The fitness industry in Australia 
just keeps going from strength 
to strength, and it’s getting more 
sophisticated all the time. We’re 
seeing mums and dads buying 
more commercial fitness stuff 
now. And more and more people 
understand that you’re getting 
benefits from low-impact stuff like 
stretching and yoga. 

Fazal Wadood & Abdul Jaleel
Nasser Sports Centre
Hawally, Kuwait

People like to exercise in gyms 
and at home, because of the hot 
weather for most of the year in 
Kuwait. It’s very hot, more than 
35 degrees from May to October. 
So many people also like to go 
swimming. They have their own 
swimming pools or they go to the 
beach. That is the main sports 
activity for a lot of people. 

Ramesh L. Raja
Managing Director
Acme Fitness, Chennai, India

All sports are picking up in India 
but football is really coming up. 
There’s a lot of promotion from the 
celebrities. Fitness is doing very 
well, every year we have increases 
of 30 to 35 percent. It’s a trend that 
people want to look good, they 
want to be fitter and trimmer.

Jamshid Tavakoli
President
Orchid Mehr Sporting Goods, Tehran, 
Iran

Cardio equipment and strength 
machines are big in Iran. We 
also have a big tradition in 
bodybuilding, for men only. It’s 
not allowed for women. They do 
some training but it’s at separate 
times or locations. They don’t 
show off their muscles.

Marcos Gregorio Aredes
Manager and trainer
Best Fitness Indonesia
Jakarta, Indonesia

I am from Brazil and I have been 
living in Indonesia for one year, so 
I am still discovering the country. 
Badminton is very popular in 
Indonesia. Indonesians also like 
mixed martial arts very much. 
And they like dancing – not really 
sports dancing, they just like to 
move their body.
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The TG 520 has become popular for 
semi-commercial and high-end home 
fitness use since Proteus introduced it last 
year. One popular feature is that the leg 
press can be installed on either side of the 
frame. Another convenient feature is that 
the main seat can be quickly removed for 
users in wheelchairs. 

This year Proteus has introduced a 
smaller version of TG 520, the TG 415, for 
demanding home users.

While the company has focused on 
updating its cardio equipment range 
in recent years, its latest products are 
intended to capitalize on the increased 
popularity of strength training. 

Another new product from Proteus is a 
modular station that is not on display at 
TaiSPO.

“You can buy and assemble the 
modules as you like,” Michael Lu, vice 
managing director at Proteus, said 
yesterday. “So the station could be 
entirely customized depending on your 
budget, and it could also be suitable for 

hotels and condos.”
Modules for the Proteus fitness station 

include a detachable leg press, cables flies 
for arms exercise and a vertical knee raise 
tower. The company says the latter two 
are especially popular.

Unlike several Taiwanese fitness 
equipment companies, Europe is the 
biggest market for Proteus, accounting 
for about 33 percent of its sales last year. 
The Americas are second, with Brazil and 
Argentina.

Lu says that the strongest potential 
for the coming years should be in 
Asia including Malaysia, Vietnam 
and Myanmar. Proteus has taken over 
distribution of its products in mainland 
China, starting last October in Jiangsu 
province.

“We are focusing on sales to three- to 
four-star hotels, condos and government 
facilities, because all governmental 
entities are required to have their own,” 
says Lu. “We are achieving a good cost 
performance with our semi-commercial 

products.”
Proteus also continues to refine its 

cardio equipment line, including a new 
line of rowers based on models it showed 
last year at TaiSPO. 

They are foldable rowers in several 
sizes with adjustable foot pads, a sliding 
structure, and a dual air and magnetic 
resistance fan.

Proteus recently launched the Vantage 
brand for semi-commercial cardio 
products. It’s continuing to expand 
the Vantage line and is showing a new 
treadmill at its booth.

Proteus is owned 

by Zeta, a holding 

company that got its 

start in 1984 in the 

auto parts industry. 

Its commercial products are made 

in Taichung, and home equipment is 

manufactured in Kunshan, China, near 

Shanghai.

The company also sells under the Jet 

Stream brand for lower-end products. 

Some 40 percent of the company’s 

turnover is from OEM production. �Q��BS

Proteus is updating its line for home and light commercial 
strength training. The upgraded TG 520, on display at TaiSPO, 
boasts a strong robot-welded frame and has such features 
as adjustable cable flies, a rotating pulley, a leg press and a 
vertical knee raise.

Proteus goes for strength with line updates

This year the company is launching 
the CrossFree brand of technical sports 
garments for the Taiwan market. 

Variwis supplies apparel for 
companies such as Reebok and 2XU, 
the Australian compression brand. 
Part of the thermal product range is 
developed for Sportmaster, the leading 
Russian sports retailer. Variwis director 
Samantha Wen said the Cross Free 
range will be sold only in Taiwan so 
the company can build its sales and 
marketing expertise 

Variwis is showing some of the 
CrossFree range at TaiSPO, including a 
bra and compression pants made with 
Carvico fabric.  

Wen said the fabric, imported 
from Italy, has outstanding recovery 
functions that improve its durability.

“You won’t find them become loose 
quickly after wearing and washing,” 
Wen said. She added that Carvico is 

used by leading swimwear suppliers 
and offers strong UV protection.

The latest apparel range from 
Variwis includes a compression suit 
with body mapping to support for the 
back and thigh muscles. 

The company is also introducing 
a cycling jersey that is produced 
directly from yarn to garment by tube 
machine, making 
it ultralight and 
stretchy. Some 
of the apparel on 
display has built-in 
LEDs that protect wearers when 
they’re running at dawn or at night. 

��Q��BS

Variwis launches CrossFree in Taiwan
Varied Wise International — commonly known as Variwis — 
has already achieved recognition over the last two decades 
for its seamless running, biking and yoga apparel, as well as 
for its compression suits and merino thermal underwear.

Ucheer Health Tech, an award-
winning manufacturer from Taichung, 
is offering small products suitable 
for these routines. One of its newest 
products, on display at TaiSPO, is a 
simple handheld plastic tool to help 
scrape one’s toes, neck and shoulders. 
The scraper fits with the Asian custom 
of scraping specific spots to alleviate 
pain and even fever.

“It can help to release pain but some 
people scrape several times a week 
anyway, as a way to keep fit,” said 
Larson Kang, product and marketing 
specialist at Ucheer.

Unlike other items in Ucheer’s 
assortment of personal massaging tools, 
the scraper is made of softer plastic. One 
end is rounded for acupuncture, while 
the other end is shaped like a small 
spatula for scraping.

The line includes a book by Chien 
Shoyu, an expert in foot massage and 
Chinese medicine, that includes a map 
of the feet showing where to scrape 

to address specific 
ailments.

The product line 
also includes wooden tools for foot, leg, 
back and facial massage, some of which 
can be carried in a purse and used 
almost anywhere.

Ucheer scored a hit in the fitness 
industry with the Kinetic Energy 
Dumbbells, which allow rotational 
movements in core strength exercises.

The company won a TaiSPO All 
Star award last year for the U-Flectere 
for arm cycling exercises. Ucheer has 
devised several U-Flectere workouts for 
use at home or in aerobics classes. 

“We were previously a manufacturer 
of treadmills, but we noticed that people 
have less and less time to exercise, so we 
decided to develop products that could 
be used for health and fitness almost 
anywhere and at any time,” Kang said.

Another new product at TaiSPO 
is the Fit Sit, to exercise the hips and 
waist. It’s intended for use from a fitness 
studio to a living room.

Ucheer has focused on Japan, but 
this year is eyeing other Asian markets, 
starting with Taiwan. It plans to 
upgrade its online store so it can sell and 
ship to customers in other countries. 

Larry Chen established Ucheer 
about three decades ago. It still makes 
treadmill consoles and maintenance 
kits. Its expertise in electronic devices 
is also used in the production of set-top 
boxes.��Q��BS

Ucheer’s tools help the
daily scraping routine 

�������
���������	��������������������
��

W hile fitness clubs proliferate around Asia, millions more 
rely on more traditional methods to remain healthy, such as 
a daily scrape and a massage.
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That’s why Floriey is launching a 
range of compact fitness equipment for 
senior citizens.

The design is simple, without any of 
the technological gizmos that may put 
off older users. The equipment has been 
downsized so users can reach all of the 
parts and step on or off easily.

The machines are meant to be grouped 
in a circle for a convivial group exercise 
environment — hence the line’s name, 
the Circling Range.

“It could be a bit like functional or 
group training, adjusted for older people,” 

Chen said. “That makes exercise much 
more sociable for them, and they can 
encourage each other.”

Floriey is best known as an OEM and 
sourcing company for a range of fitness 
products. It sources more than 400 items 
for Casall, the Swedish fitness brand, and 
ships container loads of dumbbells to 
the United States. But last year, Floriey 
decided to launch its own brand with a 
focus on seniors.

Although light exercise is 
recommended for seniors, typical 
fitness machines often are too big and 

intimidating for them. “So we have made 
our equipment smaller, lighter and more 
compact, and then added some tweaks to 
make it easier for older people to access 
the machines,” Chen said.

Floriey teamed up with David Wu, 
a personal trainer, to develop Circling 
Range workouts suitable for groups of 
seniors.

The exercises, conducted in intervals 
of two or three minutes, include 
moderate weight and cardio training, 
cycling on ergonomic bikes, and a lot of 
stretching.

Floriey is debuting the Circling Range 
here at TaiSPO. The range was developed 
in partnership with Zaoba, a company 
that operates retirement homes in Japan. 
Zaoba advised Floriey on designing 
equipment that offers proper exercise but 
is safe for older users.

For instance, leg presses are normally 
done while lying back, but the Floriey 
machine lets a user sit upright and use his 
body weight for assistance.

The Circling Range equipment also 
uses hydraulic weights, eliminating 
abrupt movements and reducing the 
possibility of injury. 

The Circling Range is a big step for 
Floriey. Chen said the senior-friendly 
range could become the biggest part of 
Floriey’s business within a few years.

For now Floriey is marketing the 
Circling Range in Japan, where the 

government is 

investing abundantly 

in well-equipped 

homes for a fast-

growing senior population. Floriey 

expects to begin selling in Europe next 

year, probably starting in Switzerland.

For its next generation of Circling 

Range projects next year, Floriey expects 

to add a software program called Power 

Change Training. The program tracks 

such information as a user’s range of 

motion and the amount of force per 

centimeter he or she is able to generate, 

which could be particularly helpful for 

rehabilitation.

Floriey prides itself on being flexible, 

as evidenced by fresh welding marks on 

one of the Circling Range components in 

the company’s showroom. “One of our 

advisers was here this morning and asked 

to shorten the leg rest on this machine,” 

Chen explained. “It took us only a few 

minutes to get it done and tried out.”

Jacky Chen’s parents, Sherry Huang 

and Paul Chen, founded Floriey in 1987. 

Paul Chen formerly worked at Johnson 

Health Tech. While the company sources 

many products from sub-contractors, it 

manufactures balance boards and dog 

treadmills. Floriey assembles the Circling 

Range at its headquarters in Taichung. �

�Q��BS

“ Older people may not be all that interested in bulging muscles 
and really impressive shoulders,” says Jacky Chen, executive 
manager of Floriey Industries International.
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Dyaco has another nine products on 
the drawing board, five of which should 
reach the market before year’s end.

Dyaco, a leading Taiwan manufacturer 
of fitness equipment, bought Spirit in 
2008. Through its Spirit Medical Systems 
subsidiary, Dyaco has made inroads into 
the medical equipment business. Sprit 
Medical Systems offers rehabilitation 
equipment for the price of standard 
fitness gear. 

“We use the same tooling for the 
rehabilitation products as for the fitness 
equipment, but under the hood they are 
entirely different because we have to 
be able to measure performance,” said 
Brian Murray, chief technology officer 
for Dyaco and Spirit. 

“A key point is that specialized 
manufacturers of medical equipment 
are often small companies. We have 
economies of scale on treadmills, 
meaning that we can offer much more 
affordable prices.”

Murray said a Spirit treadmill 
providing detailed gait analysis costs 
less than $7,000, while comparable 
products from specialized suppliers may 
cost twice as much, putting them out 
of reach of smaller clinics. The Spirit 
medical range also is suitable for some 
sports trainers.

Spirit developed its medical range in 
partnership with the orthopedics unit 
of National Taiwan University, and with 
biomechanical engineers and specialist 
sales managers. Murray, who worked on 
a rehabilitation range at Cybex, oversaw 
development of the Spirit medical line. 
He was able to draw on his experience 
of rehabilitating from knee replacement 
surgery.

Spirit’s rehabilitation bikes offer such 
features as swivel seats, so patients 
can easily transfer from the bike to 
a wheelchair, and adjustable-length 
pedals for patients with limited range of 
motion. 

The Spirit Medical treadmill, which 
made its debut at last year’s TaiSPO 

show, adds an unweighting system 
this year that takes advantage of the 
treadmill’s variable deck height.

“Other people do a standalone system 
that you can roll over the treadmill. Ours 
has a fixed position but you can use the 
deck height to adjust the unweighting,” 
Murray said. 

The treadmill plus the unweighting 
system cost $10,000 — which Murray 
said is competitive with the cost of buying 
them separately from other suppliers.

Holdover features from last year 
include parallel bars that can be adjusted 
in, out, up and down. The belt is locked 

with an electric 
brake. 

Front and rear 
motors allow 
the treadmill to decline by up to a 12 
percent grade, compared with 3 percent 
for most other treadmills. The deck-lift 
program lets patients mimic climbing 
stairs.

The treadmill measures cadence and 
step length independently for each leg. 
Its software can produce a “symmetry 
index,” displayed as a simple graph on 
the console, that lets patients know if, 
for example, they are running evenly. 

The Spirit recumbent bike has a 
similar feature, although the symmetry 
index and accompanying graph are 
based on leg strength instead of stride 
length. 

Both products also have a “constant 
work” function, which adjusts the 
resistance so the patient pedals or 
walks at a set speed.

“That makes it easier for the 
physiotherapists,” Murray said. “They 
can set targets for their patients based 
on the displays, and then move on to 
attend to other patients.”

Dyaco and National Taiwan 
University are in the early stages of 
developing a balance assessment system 
with cameras and a force plate.

The Spirit brand is based in the U.S. 
city of Jonesboro, Arkansas, where 
Dyaco operates its American subsidiary. 
Dyaco markets other fitness products 
under the Spirit Fitness, Sole, Fuel and 
Xterra brands. �Q��BS

That’s the Spirit: Dyaco expands its
medical rehabilitation product line
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Dyaco already has a large presence 
in home fitness, but its Taichung 
development teams are developing 
the Spirit Fitness line for the light 
commercial market, which includes 
hotels, corporate workout centers and 
apartment complexes.

“Our connected console is the next 
entry into that market,” said Brian 
Murray, Dyaco’s chief technology officer.

Dyaco recently finished designing the 
new Spirit Fitness console, which uses 
Android-based software that lets users 
browse selected websites, listen to music 
and watch TV. They may also connect 
their own devices and listen to their own 
music.

The console operates in eight 
languages and is designed to be simple 
and intuitive. 

“Research has shown that people get 
discouraged very quickly. If they can’t 
figure it out within ten seconds, they will 
leave. That means you have to make it 
very simple,” Murray said.

The console’s default options won’t 
let users visit inappropriate websites 
or dodgy links, but the settings can be 
overridden. ��Q��BS

Surfing while sweating
Combining fitness with entertainment is a big appeal of 
a new console for the Spirit Fitness line of commercial 
equipment. Innovations like this have helped Spirit Fitness 
become a leading contributor to the global expansion of its 
parent company, Dyaco International. 

� 
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The Sprit medical line proved successful enough last year 
that Dyaco International, which owns the brand, is quickly 
expanding the range. This year’s offerings consist of an upright 
and a recumbent bike, a seated stepper and a treadmill. 

 Footsteps echoed around 
the near-empty halls. But the 
halls won’t be empty for long; 
The nearly 44,000-square-meter 
(473,600-square-foot) factory is 
scheduled to begin production this 
year.

Dyaco originally considered 
shifting more production to mainland 
China, but decided to invest in Taiwan 
instead. The new factory occupies the 
same location as a smaller plant that 
was destroyed by fire in 2011.

The Dyaco group makes most of 
its equipment at its Taiwan factories. 
Lower-end treadmills are made at 
a plant in Dongguan, in mainland 
China. 

Dyaco preps a big new 
factory in Taichung

•�����••��������­�����������€����•�•�
�����������������
������������


Only a few weeks ago, 
a whiff of fresh paint 
emanated from a large 
factory that is adjacent 
to Dyaco’s head office in 
Taichung. 
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Today, Yang is orchestrating the brand’s 
50th anniversary festivities. Under his 
ownership, Body Sculpture now reaches 
into 80 countries.

“I bought the brand for almost nothing 
and it has become a global company,” 
Yang said at an anniversary dinner last 
month in Munich. “This was achieved 
with quality products as well as partners 
who have often stayed with us for many 
years.”

In the ’80s, Body Sculpture was known 
in Britain for its weightlifting benches, 
weights, exercise bikes and rowing 
machines. Leading U.K. retailers such 
as Argos and Littlewoods carried its 
products.

Bolstering Body Sculpture’s reputation 
was its talented sourcing agent in 
Taiwan — Yang. He ran Solex Industries, 
a trading company, which sourced fitness 
gear, sports and leisure equipment for 
other brands.

Beaverco, a public company that made 
leisure products, bought Body Sculpture. 
But when the acquisition went awry, 
Yang sensed an opportunity. He flew to 
England and spent weeks negotiating 
with Beaverco until, in August 1990, he 
sealed a deal to acquire Body Sculpture.

Yang now owned a well-known brand 
with an established market in Europe — 
an ideal platform for launching a global 
fitness and leisure equipment group.

Catherine Wang, chairman of the 
Taiwan Sporting Goods Manufacturers 
Association, said Yang’s move made an 
impression on his peers in Taiwan. 

“Back then, most of us were in the 
OEM business and we just followed our 
customers’ requests,” she said. “But he 
already had his design office, and then 
he acquired a company. It takes a lot of 
courage to make this kind of decision.”

Body Sculpture is now part of Yang’s 
Hi Mark International group in Taipei. 
Hi Mark also includes Solex Sports, 
which makes a number of sporting 
goods products, and a sourcing and 
distribution company serving L.A. 
Sports, a German sporting goods brand. 
About 85 percent of Hi Mark’s sales are 
from branded products.

Yang said he acquired Body Sculpture 
for just 1 British pound and its inventory 
for 400,000 pounds. 

He began to expand the brand beyond 
the U.K., which then accounted for 
more than 90 percent of sales. Yang took 
Body Sculpture to trade shows from 
Munich to Atlanta to the TaiSPO show 
in Taipei.

“The acquisition was a big step for 
Lane and he really went for it. With his 
commitment and his financial clout, 
he took Body Sculpture to the global 
stage,” said Nigel Hughes, who has been 
with Body Sculpture since before it was 
acquired by Yang. He is now director of 
Hi Mark International U.K. in Bradford, 
England.

Yang’s assertive approach made an 
impression in the ’90s at the Super Show 

in Atlanta, then 
the major global 
sporting goods 
show. 

“All of a 
sudden, Body Sculpture had a huge 
banner on a prime spot just outside the 
entrance of the show,” Hughes recalled. 
“It was a big statement, to do that in 
the United States, with all our big 
competitors around.”

Yang made another gutsy move a few 
years ago when he made a significant 
investment to build a factory near 
Xiamen, China.

With the new plant, Hi Mark boosted 
production. Today, the Xiamen plant 
makes inline skates, scooters, skateboards 
and fitness accessories. 

Some of Yang’s business partners 
have been with him for more than two 
decades. Many of them attended the Body 
Sculpture anniversary party.

Max Norden, the owner of L.A. Sports 
in Bergisch Gladbach, Germany, is one 
of Yang’s most steadfast partners. Norden 
got to know Yang more than 30 years 
ago, when Norden, then general manager 
of Assa Sports, decided to test two Taiwan 
suppliers with manufacturing orders.

As Norden recalled, many Taiwanese 
trading companies got their hands on 
the immigration forms that visiting 
businessmen filled out at the Taipei 
airport. 

The visitors could expect cold calls 
from trading companies as soon as they 
arrived at their hotels.

Norden chose Yang for his test and 
soon realized he was more than an 
efficient sourcing agent. He said Yang was 

always quick to answer questions and 
openly discuss problems.

Norden has no doubt that the Body 
Sculpture acquisition was Yang’s 
breakthrough.

“It was the big step for Lane because it 
gave him a brand at the time when the 
international market was opening up,” 
Norden said. “It was also smart, because 
he was one of Body Sculpture’s suppliers, 
so if he didn’t buy them he could have 
lost the turnover.”

When Norden established L.A. Sports, 
he turned to Yang to source most of his 
products. 

Today, Yang’s Xiamen factory makes 
some L.A. Sports products, but Yang 
also works with other Chinese factories, 
arranging payments and overseeing 
quality control. Yang is L.A. Sports’ 
global distributor outside of German-
speaking markets.

With Body Sculpture, Hi Mark 
reinforced its reputation for offering 
quality products at affordable prices. In 
2010, the company launched the Eco 
Wellness brand of fitness equipment, 

marketed with softer colors to appeal to 
women. 

Colleagues say Yang’s drive and 
personality, beyond the quality of his 
company’s products, contribute to Hi 
Mark’s success. 

“I was with Lane for several days in 
Taichung talking and having a few beers 
with suppliers. Another day he could be 
talking to the big boss at Littlewoods,” 
Hughes said. “He’s just as charming and 
persuasive with all these people, and 
comfortable in all places.”

His friends say Yang is just as 
people-friendly after business hours, 
entertaining with gusto and grace.

“Many people play the role, but Lane 
is always himself,” said Jack van Zuijlen, 
the owner of De Basis, which sells Body 
Sculpture in the Netherlands.

Distributors as well as customers 
appreciate Yang’s approach. As Yang said 
in Munich, it is rewarding to find Body 
Sculpture products almost anywhere he 
travels.

But, Yang admitted, his “dream” is to 
expand into even more markets.  �Q��BS
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Hi Mark owner Lane Yang loves 

orchids so much that he now owns an 

eco-friendly orchid farm in the south of 

France. 

The relationship runs through 
Okidland Biotechnology in Taiwan. In 
2009, Okidland bought greenhouses 
in Hyères, France, near Toulon on the 

Mediterranean Sea. Okidland, which 
specializes in Phalaenopsis orchids — 
better known as Moth orchids — is the 
largest orchid farm in France. But its 
approach is almost artisanal compared 
with the automated production processes 
used by some of the largest Dutch 
growers.

Sarah Corselis, commercial attaché at 
Okidland, says Phalaenopsis once were 
regarded as some of the most elegant 
orchids, but have become a commodity 
in Europe. 

“We are going against this trend by 
offering superior quality products,” she 
said. “We do everything by hand, for 
hundreds of plants. We cultivate our 
orchids for several years before they are 
offered for sale. They take their time and 
turn into magnificent orchids that have 
become rare in the market.”

The horticultural farm in Hyères 
covers 40,000 square meters (430,500 
square feet). Half is occupied by 
Okidland’s high-tech orchid greenhouse, 
which is powered by solar energy. ��Q��BS

Orchids are Lane Yang’s most gorgeous products
W hile most exhibitors opt for potted plants and Gummi 
bears, Hi Mark’s trade show booths are usually decorated 
with superb orchids. 
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Lane Yang was a youngster attending school in a village near 
Taichung when Body Sculpture was established in Leeds, 
northern England.
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Stand-up paddle (SUP) boards have 
become a global phenomenon in the 
last five years. And Azuma, a Taipei 
company that makes board sports 
products, is riding the trend.

Azuma, which had specialized in 
surfboards, is finding a bigger market for 

its SUP boards.
“We started making SUP boards 

about six years ago and the numbers 
have been growing all the time,” general 
manager Azuma Yusaku said.

The Taiwan company has customers 
in Japan, Australia, France and Mexico, 

but the largest SUP 
market is easily the 
United States.

The activity 
started in Hawaii 
and California as an alternative to 
surfing and has spread rapidly.

Usage statistics published by the 
Outdoor Foundation, an arm of the U.S. 
outdoor industry, underscores the quick 
rise in the sport of stand-up paddling.

In 2009, the foundation didn’t even 
register stand-up paddling as an activity. 
But in 2013, the foundation said, 0.7 
percent of the U.S. population over the 
age of six — about 2 million people — 
had gotten on a SUP board. While it 
trailed surfing, stand-up paddle boarding 
had already surpassed windsurfing in 
popularity. Few doubt that the sport’s 
popularity has only continued to rise 
since the report.

SUP boards are common items at 
specialty retail as well as in big box 
stores and sporting goods chains. Most 
boards are made of foam wrapped in 
fiberglass, but suppliers also produce 
inflatable boards that are easier to 
transport.

One notable aspect of the sport is that 
it attracts diverse participants. According 
to some sources, nearly half of U.S. SUP 
riders are women.

Azuma makes the Sea Snake brand 
of SUP boards and produces products for 
other brands.

The Sea Snake line includes boards 
made with bamboo and fiberglass for a 
distinctive appearance.

“They are made at our own factory in 
Shenzhen. The production is intensive 
because the boards are mostly shaped by 
hand,” Azuma said. The company, which 
will be 20 years old next year, makes 
about 10,000 SUP boards a year along 
with accessories.

Unlike surfing, waves aren’t required 
to go stand-up paddling. It’s a low-
impact, relatively accessible sport but it 
provides a full workout — using muscles 
in the legs, glutes and core for balance, 
and engaging the back, shoulders and 
arms for paddling. Some American 
women even practice yoga on their SUP 
boards. 

To try stand-up paddle boarding in 
Taiwan, Azuma suggests visiting Yilan 
County in northeast Taiwan. ��Q��BS

SUP boards are what's up at Azuma
On sunny summer days from California to Michigan, you’ll 
often spot them on lakes or on the ocean. Even on murky inner 
city rivers from Hamburg to Copenhagen they are increasingly 
common sights.
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First Rank will continue producing 
goggles for other international brands 
while it expands Saeko sales in Asia. 
It started distribution this year in 
Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia.

Saeko accounted for nearly 20 percent 
of First Rank’s sales of $3.5 million last 
year. First Rank has sold Saeko in Taiwan 
for some time, but only in the last two 
years has stepped up its efforts to sell 
internationally. While Europe accounted 
for 52 percent of First Rank’s sales, 
Taiwan and Japan combined accounted 
for only 17 percent — leaving plenty of 
room for growth.

“We have been travelling a lot to 
visit retailers and distributors in Asia,” 
marketing manager Selina Liu said. 
“Sometimes we had to find alternative 
ways to reach customers. In Singapore, 
for example, our distribution partner 
wanted to set up vending machines.”

First Rank assembles most of its goggles 
in a 2,000-square-meter (21,500-square-

foot) plant above the company’s offices 
in central Taipei. The offices also house 
research and development, quality 
control testing and packaging operations. 
Plastic injection is done in a second 
factory of about 800 square meters.

First Rank is one of Asia’s established 
manufacturers of swimming goggles. 
“Goggle” Chen created First Rank in 
1979 after inheriting from his father 
a company that made flashlights and 
hardware. He transformed it into a water 
sports equipment company.

First Rank offers some 50 designs 
for racing, fitness, leisure, junior and 
optical swimming goggles, and owns 
many patents. Its customers include 
the Intersport and El Corte Inglés retail 
chains, and brands including Diana, 
Mizuno and Beuchat.

The company has positioned Saeko as 
a medium to high-end brand, backed by 
consistent investment in research and 
development. First Rank uses advanced 

production 
techniques to make 
multi-colored 
gaskets and 
intricate constructions. 

“The key is that we own molds, which 
are quite capital-intensive,” Liu said. 

The company focuses on quality, 
because most Taiwan manufacturers are 
unable to compete on price in the global 
market.

Goggle Chen recalls the days 
when competition was scarce and 
manufacturers like First Rank 
commanded ample margins. 

“People used to line up at our stand at 
international fairs. We could just choose 
the buyers. If you had product, you were 
winning,” he said. 

But First Rank has since had to face 
intense competition from cheaper rivals, 
mostly from mainland China. 

“We have to develop more complicated 
structures and better designs in Taiwan,” 
Chen said. 

First Rank sometimes teams up with 
Chinese suppliers to offer a complete 
range. The higher-end goggles are made 
in Taiwan and the rest in China, but First 
Rank always oversees quality control.

“We adjust our production based on 
the customer demand, so we can offer 
the best solution for them based on their 
own range and price requirements,” Liu 
said.

Chen got involved in the family 
business after studying industrial 
measuring at Tamkang University. 
Fortunately, his wife specialized in 
finance.

Their two children took an interest 
in the company. Howard is now general 
sales manager, and Koco manages the 
factory. �Q��BS

Saeko has its eye on Asian expansion
First Rank, owner of the Saeko goggle brand, has boosted 
its production capacity in Taiwan by about 25 percent to 1.5 
million pairs of goggles a year. It has its eye on becoming a 
leading supplier of branded goggles in Asia.
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“The key point is the funnel-
shaped gasket,” Saeko marketing 
manager Selina Liu said. “That means 
we can have a very wide shape for the 
lens but the gasket still fits most facial 
features, so you don’t need to worry 
about leakage.”

It may sound uncomplicated, 
but Liu said the design required 
a sophisticated mold that allowed 
the goggle to be removed without 
damage.

“The concept is inspired from a 
diving mask, where the gasket is 
wider than the face,” Saeko founder 
Goggle Chen said.

Another important feature of 
the Blade goggle is Saeko’s patented 
Quick Fit rear buckle system. Users 
can adjust the strap length with one 
button. �Q��BS

Ergonomic Saeko goggle
wins excellence award

 ��•�� ‡ˆ�•�����•�••���

Saeko has won a 2015 
Taiwan Excellence Award 
for its Blade goggles, 
which can accommodate 
wide lenses yet maintain 
a watertight fit on the 
wearer’s face.
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KS / Kind Shock 6

Magura 23

Messingschlager front cover

Miranda 5

Sate-Lite 22

Shimano 47

Sram 8

Sunrace 26

Sunstar 16

TaYa Chain 28

Tern  29

TSMA 36

Velo 2

Wellgo Pedals 35

Winora/Haibike 33

Advertising index 

The Official Eurobike Newspaper

Aug 27, 2013

www.bikeshowdaily.com Demo Day

10 Hai five
Haibike claims e-MTB supremacy

24 Rock climbers
Can e-bikes power a new MTB boom?

26 Packs with punch
Give packs and panniers a fresh look

31 Fresh and tasty
Our extensive New Products guide starts here

37 Never-ending test ride
You’re already on the 450km Allgäu bike loop

Welcome
to Demo Day

Look inside for 

maps and event 
guide
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Don't Miss!
More Bike Exhibitors at

TWTC
Hall 1, 2F

4 Another milestone
Taiwan bike exports could reach $3 billion

8 Giant steps
Taiwan’s No. 1 bikemaker enters 5th decade

10 Charged up Down Under
Australian government sparks e-bike sales

11Fairly made
Fairly finds a niche with high-end e-bikes

20 Disc jockeys
From road to ‘cross, disc brakes are hot

37 TaiSPO Supplement
Special section highlights sporting goods show

Eurobike and the Taipei International Cycle Show are the world’s No. 1 and No. 2 B icycle 
Trade Shows. Use the official Eurobike and Taipei Show Dailies to project y our marketing 
message and make the most of your valuable show investment... Book an advertising 
package for both EUROBIKE and TAIPEI CYCLE Show Daily together,  and get a 
20% DISCOUNT . For details, contact sales@bikeshowdaily.com.

Reach the world's top 2 cycle 
shows with 1 advertising buy
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